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Alan Samford of Chrisman 
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No action taken in Ross
Ross Township Board remains undecided on special service area, delays matter again 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The Ross 
Township Board faced an un-
usual situation by having an 
audience at the monthly meet-
ing Thursday, Sept. 12. 

Approximately a dozen 
people attended to learn first 
hand what the board intends 
to do regarding the future 
of the financially troubled 
Northern Edgar County Am-
bulance Service (NECAS). 
Ross Township is the only ju-
risdiction in the area served by 
NECAS that has not passed a 
resolution supporting the cre-
ation of a special service area 
that can collect taxes in order 

to underwrite ambulance op-
erations.

The meeting adjourned 
without any of the trustees of-
fering a motion to either sup-
port or reject the idea, and the 
topic was continued for more 
discussion at the October 
meeting.

“I’m here on behalf of the 
120 residents that live in my 
facility,” said Kathy Lientz, ad-
ministrator of Pleasant Mead-
ows Senior Living in Chris-
man. “It would be catastrophic 
to not have an ambulance in 
town. We need an ambulance 
in Chrisman.”

Board members concurred 
and said their goal is to keep an 

ambulance in Chrisman, but 
they want to find the best way 
to do that.

Township supervisor Rob 
Roman expressed a personal 
dislike for special service areas 
because, in his opinion, the 
action imposes a tax without 
giving the public an option to 
vote on the issue. He acknowl-
edged the statute authorizing 
the creation of special service 
areas provides a protest option 
whereby those opposed can 
circulate a petition. If the peti-
tion gathers 51 percent of reg-
istered voters in opposition, 
the special service area fails.

Roman said a 51 percent 
threshold is too high since 

most elections don’t have that 
high of a voter turnout.

Attorney Robert Morris, 
legal counsel for NECAS, said 
there are essentially two finan-
cial paths available to NECAS. 
The formation of a special ser-
vice area is one with a dedicat-
ed tax providing some stability 
for operation. The other way 
is to continue as NECAS has 
done since its formation in the 
1980s with each of its partici-
pating jurisdictions voluntarily 
contributing from the general 
fund with the percentage of 
population within the area de-
termining how much is paid.

Currently, Ross, Prairie, 
Brouilletts Creek, Edgar, Shi-

loh and Young America town-
ships along with the commu-
nities of Hume, Metcalf and 
Chrisman pay an approximate 
total of $22,000 annually to-
ward the ambulance. In order 
to create the $250,000 that is 
estimated necessary to subsi-
dize the service, Morris said 
Ross Township must increase 
its levy to collect an addition-
al $48,000 in taxes from resi-
dents.

For clarity, it is important to 
understand that no specific tax 
is collected at this time for the 
ambulance. The money comes 
from the levy into the general 
fund that covers a wide array 

See ROSS, Page 8A

KIDS DRESS TO THE NINES FOR DINE AND DANCE

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Wenz School students who attend the annual Dine and Dance event enjoy dressing up for the evening. Pictured with 
Paris’ own Miss Manners Cindy Belt are, from left, Michael Nugent-Dolan, Harrison Hays, Grayson Craffets, Olivia 
Gale, Bella Goodwin and London Pruiett.

Wenz Dine and Dance
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

There’s a much-quoted proverb 
found in Paris Union School District 
95 schools and offices emphasizing 
the importance of community in-
volvement to raise a child.

Anyone looking for proof of the 
importance of a community working 
to provide life lessons to elementary 
children, need look no further than 
the magic that is the Wenz School 
Dine and Dance event.

The third annual event attended 
by 170 third, fourth and fifth graders 
— 70 percent of the school — began 
when Cindy Belt was asked to visit 
the third-grade classroom of Mary 
Ann Magers at Wenz School and pro-
vide some basic lessons in manners. 
From that first visit, the idea of the 
Dine and Dance was conceived by 
then-principal Amy Perry, Belt and 
school paraprofessional Mike Morris.

Magers was working the materni-
ty leave for Megan Carroll when the 
first lessons were given. Carroll is now 
school principal and has whole-heart-

edly thrown herself into support for 
the now annual event.

“Our students have been looking 
forward to this night since the 
papers announcing the date and 
other information were sent home,” 
Carroll said Thursday, Sept. 12, as she 
watched the students being seated for 
dinner in the school cafeteria.

Belt still comes to the school to 
provide lessons to the school’s third 
graders and will do a refresher course 
for the fourth and fifth graders if 
needed. 

“Why wouldn’t the kids be 
excited?” she said. “They get to dress 
up, come to school, be served by our 

See WENZ, Page 8A

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

The Paris square gained a new 
shop and the Hope House gained 
a revenue source last weekend with 
the grand opening of ReStored 
Hope Sept. 7 at 128 N. Main St. 
The ribbon cutting ceremony was 
attended by Hopes and Dreams, 
Inc. volunteers, plus representatives 
of the Chamber of Commerce and 
city council.

ReStored Hope is more than an-
other resale store – it is completely 
staffed by volunteers, meaning that 
100 percent of its revenue supports 
Paris’ developing homeless shelter 
for teens, Hope House.

“When the community found 
out that we were working toward 
opening a shelter, they wanted to 
help. Everyone was offering dona-
tions,” said Staci Garzolini-Skelton, 
a founding member of Hopes and 
Dreams, Inc. and guidance coun-
selor at Paris High School. 

The flood of donations was not 
immediately needed for Hope 
House, which is still under con-
struction. However, it was decided 
the goods and clothing could still 
go to work for the charity. Thus 
the idea for a nonprofit resale 
shop, based on the business mod-
el of Helping Hands in West Terre 
Haute, was born. 

The storefront went from con-
cept to grand opening in only a few 

ReStored 
Hope opens

See RESTORED, Page 8A

BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com

Cody Jewell, a native of 
Paris, took the opportunity 
to come back home, and 
was sworn in as a new offi-
cer for the Paris Police De-
partment by Mayor Craig 
Smith at this week’s city 
council session, Monday, 
Sept. 9.

Smith opened the meet-
ing by recognizing two civic 
organizations. This week 
was proclaimed Faith In Ac-
tion in Edgar County week 
for the local agency that has 
provided a variety of ser-
vices for elderly or handi-
capped citizens of the coun-
ty. More than 1,600 citizens 

have benefitted since it was 
established here.

Also recognized was the 
local Knights of Columbus 
chapter, which will conduct 
its 49th annual Helping Cit-
izens With Intellectual Dis-
abilities next weekend, Sept. 
20-21.

Some future city activities 
moved forward. The city 
amended its agreement 
with Francis Associates, 
civil engineers, to design 
and obtain easements for 
the Paris to Chrisman water 
service extension. It will also 
serve The Equity at Horace. 
The new agreement was 
required when the project 
had to be broken into two 

separate parts to comply 
with changes in federal 
financing.

The council also accepted 
the bid of Lawrence Gravel 
to furnish material for city 
street maintenance this fall, 
at a cost of $55,625. It is cov-
ered by state motor fuel tax 
returns to the city.

A rent assistance agree-
ment was approved for the 
Hopes & Dreams, Inc. Re-
Stored Hope Resale Shop at 
128 North Main Street. This 
is one of the retail incentive 
programs offered by the city 
through its TIF districts 
to help establish new retail 
business.

In other business to keep 

the city operations under-
way, the council approved:
Purchase of two in-

car camera video systems 
for new squad cars being 
added to the police depart-
ment. They will be obtained 
from 10-8 Video at a cost of 
$4,087.
Repair of the canopy 

on the north side of Eveland 
Gym by Midwest Resto-
ration for $3,980.
Requests by the Paris 

Pacers to hold the annual 
Trick or Trot 5k run Satur-
day, Oct. 26; and to sched-
ule the second annual Eiffel 
Tower Triathlon next sum-
mer Sunday, June 14.

Paris has a new police officer

See PARIS, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net.

Edgar County Board Chair-
man Jeff Voigt confirmed early 
Friday afternoon plans are in the 
works to close the Edgar Coun-
ty Jail.

“Significant funds are need-
ed to renovate the 127-year-old 
jail,” said Voigt. “Those funds 
are not there.”

He said a definite date to 
close the building is not set and 
multiple factors prompted the 
decision to act at this time.

“We are trying to explore all 
of the possibilities,” said Voigt. 
“We want to deal with this now 
rather than later.”

He added Edgar County 
Sheriff Jeff Wood is working 
closely with county board mem-
bers to devise a system for clos-
ing the jail that includes making 
arrangements to house inmates 
at other locations and transport-
ing inmates to new facilities in a 
safe manner.

Voigt said more meetings 
are set in the coming week with 
the judges, the state’s attorney, 
union representatives for the 
corrections officers and depu-
ties and others.

“We have never closed a jail 
before, and we need help to do 
it,” said Voigt.

The chairman added more 
information will be released 
about the closing as it becomes 
available.

Edgar County 
Jail is closing

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Wenz School principal Megan Carroll, left, joins Mike Morris, center, and 
Cindy Belt at the conclusion of the Wenz School Dine and Dance waiting to 
pass out the treat bags to the 170 children who attended the third annual 
event. The three serve as the organizing committee for the event, planning 
every detail including fundraising to support it.



TODAY

CAR SHOW
The Danville Vintage Rods Car Club 
is hosting the Great American Graf-
fiti Night Car Show 4-10 p.m. Sept. 
14 at the Vermilion County Airport. 
The event is open to all cars, 
trucks and bikes. Other attractions 
include food, music, games and a 
swap meet. Car registration is $10, 
admission is $2 and those under 
age 12 are free. All proceeds from 
the car show are funding a scholar-
ship for an area student to attend 
the automotive program at Danville 
Area Community College.

YOUTH BOWLER SIGNUPS
Sign up for a youth bowlers league 
for children between ages 5 to 18 
is 10 a.m. Sept. 14 and Sept. 21 at 
Mike & Debbie’s Paris Bowl. More 
information is available by calling 
217-466-2695.

CRAFT AND VENDOR SHOW
A Craft and Vendor Show and bake 
sale is 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 14, at the Kansas Christian 
Church. There is no charge to 
attend and the space has booths 
for various craft vendors, inde-
pendent sales vendors and a bake 
sale. Proceeds of the bake sale 
benefit the Ladies Retreat of the 
church. More information is avail-
able by contacting Diana Acord 
at 217-822-9825 or kansascc@
gmail.com

SUNDAY

GARDEN OF HOPE 
A public celebration of Horizon 
Health’s Garden of Hope is 3-5 
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LIBRARY STORY TIME AND TOY SLEEPOVER SEP. 19
Thursday, Sept. 19. Children ages 2-6 may bring a stuffed animal 
with them to a story time 4:30 p.m. Sept. 19 at the Paris Public 
Library. After story time, children will go home but may leave 
their animals to spend the night at the library. Be sure to bring 
one that a child is comfortable leaving overnight. Sleepover 
photos will be posted on Facebook and the library website. If a 
child cannot attend story time, but wants their stuffed animal to 
come to the sleepover, bring it to the library by 6 p.m. on Sept. 
19. Stuffed animals may be picked up 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sept. 20. 
Call 463-3950 to sign up or for more information.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

81   58
Prec: 0%

86   67
Prec: 0%

88   64
Prec: 0%

85   63
Prec: 0%

84   62
Prec: 0%

83   61
Prec: 0%

81   62
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Sunny, seasonal, and less humid 
with highs in the lower 80s.

SUNDAY —  A southerly wind boosts highs 
back into the mid 80s under mostly sunny 
skies.

MONDAY — Another mostly sunny day with 
highs climbing into the upper 80s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:31 a.m. 7:01 p.m. 7:42 p.m. 6:44 a.m.

SUNDAY 6:32 a.m. 7:00 p.m. 8:07 p.m. 7:41 a.m.

MONDAY 6:33 a.m. 6:58 p.m. 8:33 p.m. 8:39 a.m.

TUESDAY 6:34 a.m. 6:56 p.m. 9:00 p.m. 9:37 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:34 a.m. 6:55 p.m. 9:30 p.m. 10:37 a.m.

THURSDAY 6:35 a.m. 6:53 p.m. 10:03 p.m.11:38 a.m.

FRIDAY 6:36 a.m. 6:51 p.m. 10:43 p.m. 12:39 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .79°/56°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102° in 1939
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32° in 1923

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.02”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.60”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34.98”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.58”

NORMAL:    High: 79   Low: 56     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
EVERETT LAU

Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK
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Ave., Paris, IL  61944
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p.m. Sept. 15, on the Horizon 
Health campus, 721 E. Court 
Street, Paris. Refreshments will 
be available. The Garden of Hope, 
initiated by the Cancer Friend-
ship Group, opened three years 
ago with an intent to create a 
soothing space where communi-
ty members – including cancer 
survivors, caregivers, and their 
families – can reflect, meditate 
and get an increased sense of 
hope, renewal and restoration. 
Since its inception, the garden 
has continued to evolve with 
increased features, including 
trees, shrubs and a birdhouse. 
Along with beautiful landscaping, 
the garden provides benches, a 
brick walkway and water feature. 
Engraved brick pavers are avail-
able for purchase to help support 
the garden. More information 
about the pavers is available by 
contacting Kim Macke at 217-
466-4295.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN

The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEETS
The Edgar County Genealogical 
Society meets at 7 p.m. Sept. 16 
at the Edgar County Historical 
Society Annex. The genealogy 
library is closed Sept. 5 and 6. Its 
regular hours are 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday until further 
notice. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 

Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

COOKING WITH HONEY
Edgar County Home and Com-
munity Education is featuring 
“Honey-M-M-M-Good” by Mel 
Ogle 6 p.m. Sept. 17 at the 4-H 
Building. The program is about 
the culinary use of honey with 
recipes distributed, refreshments 
and door prizes. Doors open at 
5:30 p.m. More information is 
available by calling 463-7610.

RETIRED TEACHERS MEETING
The Edgar County Retired 
Teachers’ meeting is noon Sept. 17 
at New Providence Presbyterian 
Church on the Lower Terre Haute 
Road. Speaker for the luncheon 
is Kyle Witmer, a missionary to 
Thailand. Members of the retired 
teachers group should respond 
by email or phone if they plan to 
attend. The cost of the meal is $8.

WEDNESDAY

GARDEN CLUB MEETS
The Paris Garden Study Club 
meets at 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
Sept. 18, at the First United Meth-
odist Church. Olivia Blacketer is 
speaking about worm castings.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

LITTLE BOOK BEGINNERS
The Little Book Beginners pro-
gram for preschoolers ages 3, 4 
and 5 resumes 6:30 p.m. Sept. 19 
at the Marshall Public Library. This 
program for a child and parent 
continues the third Thursday of 
the month through April 2020. 
Each 60-minute program features 
the reading of a story, teaches 
finger plays and songs and has 
interactive projects for the chil-
dren and parents. Children receive 
a free book to take home at each 
session and an additional book 
for completing a monthly reading 
log. Call 217-826-2535 to reserve 
a space or register online at www.
marshallillibrary.com.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Auxiliary weekly dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. Sept. 19 at the post 
home. The $5 meal is turkey 
tetrazzini, tossed salad, garlic 
toast and a beverage. Dessert is 
available for $1 extra.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

Ask us about financing with  
LESS THAN 20% DOWN!

Settle in with a Low Down Payment!

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2019  |  3AON THE RECORD

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

Free Kids Vitamins
for a head start 

on 

Nutrition

Come see us for details!

We would like to thank John Wood Trucking
and GSI Group for purchasing our swine. 
We would also like to thank Rural King
of Paris for the gift cards.

Brenden and Alison Cash

This advertisement in support of the PCOFA season is provided by Steve and Faye Eitel

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHRISMAN – Chrisman 
businesses Hidden Garden, 
Callie’s Corner and American 
Country Collection are part-
nering with other businesses 
for the Route 1 Road Trip Sept. 
20 and 21.  

The event features 10 small 
businesses between Danville 
and Chrisman for this shop-
hop event.

Customers may start any-
where and will receive a map 
at the first stop. The map gets 
authorized at each subsequent 
stop indicating visits to the dif-
ferent businesses. The maps are 
left at whichever business hap-
pens to be the last stop and that 
will vary by customer. 

Participating businesses 
will pool all of the maps at the 
end of the two-day event and 
draw one winner. The single 
prize is a $25 gift certificate 
from each of the 10 business-
es, making a $250 prize to the 
winner.

The 10 businesses involved 
are located on or near state 
Route 1 from Danville to 
Chrisman.  
Rabbittown – Danville 

(antiques, repurposed furni-
ture and more).
Images – Danville (fram-

ing and fine art).
Mad Goat Coffee – Tilton 

(coffee and breakfast).
Sweet Naomi Marie’s Cre-

ations – Westville (rustic coun-
try and farmhouse décor).
Pine Ridge Studio – 

Georgetown (art creations and 
repurposed farm style furni-
ture).

Flowers On Main – 
Georgetown (mums, pump-
kins and more).
Rustic Charm – George-

town (home décor, seasonal 
items). 
American Country Col-

lections – Chrisman (home 
décor, live plants/flowers, sea-
sonal items).
Callie’s Corner – Chris-

man (hand crafted quilted 
items, homespun dresses, table 
décor). 
Hidden Garden Antiques 

& Tea Room – Chrisman 
(home-style cooking, an-
tiques, and lunch).

Promoters hope to make 
this an annual event as a way 
for area residents to support 
local small businesses.

More information is avail-
able by calling Judy Wyatt at 
Hidden Garden Antiques & 
Tea Room, 217-251-2636.  

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The defense asked for a 
postponement in the crim-
inal trial of Justin Hefner 
that was scheduled to start 
Sept. 17.

Hefner appeared in 
custody for what was sup-
posed to be a final pretrial 
conference Sept. 12

“I know the date has 
been set, and I apologize 
to the court, but Mr. Hef-
ner wants me to talk to his 
wife as a possible defense 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — Illi-
nois State Police (ISP) of-
ficials announce the results 
of the statewide Saturation 
Saturday campaign, which 
took place in late August.

Saturation Saturday is 
a statewide initiative with 
Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving (MADD) to raise 
awareness on the dangers of 
drunk and drugged driving, 
and increase enforcement 
to remove and arrest indi-

Area businesses promote 
2019 Route 1 Road Trip
Winner can get $250 
worth of prizes

Hefner trial date moved back
witness,” said public defender 
William McGrath. “I haven’t 
been able to contact her and 
neither has Mr. Hefner.” 

Edgar County State’s Attor-
ney Mark Isaf did not object 
to a continuance because a 
state witness is not available 
for the Sept. 17 trial date.

Judge Steven Garst asked 
the defendant if he under-
stood the request for a delay 
and agreed to his trial being 
delayed. Hefner concurred 
with the change.

A new trial date was set for 

Oct. 29 and 30.
Hefner has remained in 

custody since February 2018 
when he appeared at the Ed-
gar County Jail, armed and 
wearing body armor, claim-
ing to be a federal agent in 
town to make arrests. He has 
undergone several psychiat-
ric evaluations and stays in 
mental health hospitals in the 
meantime.

He was ruled fit for trial, 
over a defense assertion oth-
erwise, during a fitness hear-
ing in late August. 

Saturation Saturday nabs 70 DUI offenders

SHOP WITH A COP CAR SHOW

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Police Chief Eric Brown and Shop with a Cop Car Show organizer Bradley Totten pose next to 
Totten’s 1978 Corvette. The third annual car show was held in the parking lot of Burger King 
Saturday, Sept. 7, and attracted a massive turnout of classic car owners and enthusiasts. The 
event raises money for Shop with a Cop, which takes kids in need on a shopping trip with local 
law enforcement at Christmastime. Best in Show went to John and Shelly Gardner’s 1969 Pontiac 
GTO Judge, and Policeman’s Choice was awarded to Mindy Mood and her 1977 Volkswagon Bus.

IMPRESSIVE CONTENDERS

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Three entrees in the Shop with a Cop Car Show were a 1968 Chevy Camaro, a 1969 Pontiac GTO 
Judge and a 2000 Suzuki Hayabusa motorcycle. The Judge, owned by John and Shelley Gardner, 
was named Best in Show. This is the third annual car show benefitting Shop with a Cop, which 
takes kids in need shopping with local law enforcement at Christmastime.

viduals driving under the influ-
ence. Troopers across the state 
joined county and local law en-
forcement agencies to increase 
enforcement during the eve-
ning hours of Aug. 24 and early 
morning hours of Aug. 25.

During the 10-hour en-
forcement period, ISP Troop-
ers arrested and removed 
70 intoxicated drivers from 
Illinois roadways. Five of the 
arrests involved drivers who 
were more than twice the 
.08 legal limit. Troopers also 
made 375 arrests for other 

offenses including: open alco-
hol, possession of drugs, and 
warrants.

“I am incredibly proud of 
our Troopers for taking a pro-
active approach to roadway 
safety through this partner-
ship with MADD and local 
police departments,” said ISP 
Acting Director Brendan Kel-
ly. “Their hard work and ded-
ication to saving lives by re-
moving impaired drivers from 
Illinois roadways is extremely 
commendable and shows they 
care.”  

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Illinois Terrorism Task 
Force recently announced 
significant steps to improv-
ing trauma management 
training at schools in Illi-
nois.  

Following the recom-
mendations of the School 
Safety Working Group, 
more than 7,000 STOP the 
Bleed kits have been distrib-
uted to schools in Illinois for 
the 2019-2020 school year. 

STOP the Bleed is a na-
tional campaign intended 
to train, equip and empow-
er bystanders to help in a 
bleeding emergency before 
professional help arrives.   
A STOP the Bleed kit con-
tains a C-A-T tourniquet, 

STOP the Bleed kits distributed to schools
QuikClot Bleeding Control 
Dressing, Emergency Trauma 
Dressing, MicroShield Mask, 

Nitrile gloves, Trauma shears, 
Permanent marker and Instruc-
tion card.
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High West Whiskey
Wild Turkey

Flavored Rebel Yell
Redemption Bourbon
Vodka    Gin     Wine

Clearance Sale

MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.
FRI - SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.
SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Glenlivet 12yr
E&J Brandy

Bacardi
Jose  Cuervo

Jim Bean Devil’s Cut

30% OFF on several 
items or sizes

BEGINS 9-16-19

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411
www.jacksoncars.com

335 S. 3rd Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-3564
www.jacksoncars.com

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

Shawn Walton
Sales Representative

Come see us today!It’s       Worth  The Drive

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

A local man will be spend-
ing a couple of years in prison 
for not obeying his probation 
sentence for a felony drug con-
viction.

Donald W. Cown, 46, Par-
is, was resentenced on a peti-
tion to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine conviction. He was re-
sentenced to two years in the 
Illinois Department of Correc-

tions with credit for nine days 
previously served and ordered 
to pay all previous financial ob-
ligations.    

Other individuals appearing 
before the bench for the Sept. 
5 criminal and traffic court call 
included:

IN CUSTODY
nBrittany N. Harris, 28, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Class 4 felony 

Cown prison-bound for probation violation
obstruction of justice, a Class 
A misdemeanor possession of 
a hypodermic syringe and a 
Class A misdemeanor resisting 
a police officer. She told the 
court she will hire an attorney 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 

In other matters, Harris was 
presented with a petition to 
revoke her probation sentence 
for a Class 4 felony possession 
of a controlled substance con-
viction. She told the court she 
will hire an attorney. The mat-
ter was continued for a petition 
hearing. Harris’ unresolved 
Class 4 felony possession of a 
controlled substance charge 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. She was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nMichael A. Richardson, 

49, Chrisman, appeared in 
custody and was granted a 
bond reduction to $1,500 
from the original bond of 
$5,000. His unresolved Class 
2 felony theft of a motor vehi-
cle charge was continued for 
a pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nPaul S. Strange, 47, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
presented with a petition to 
revoke his probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion. He told the court he will 
hire an attorney and the mat-
ter was continued for a first 
appearance with his attorney. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.

CHARGES
nTami S. Brown, 41, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of drugs. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing.
nAngela M. Milligan, 47, 

Ashmore, was charged with 
a Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a revoked license and a Class 
A misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia. She 
told the court she will hire an 
attorney and the matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.
nDionne Marie Shaw Ray, 

41, Paris, was charged with 
a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine, two 
counts of a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol and a Class 
A misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia. The public 
defender was appointed. The 
matter was continued for a pre-
trial conference.
nMelissa S. Thompson, 32, 

Marshall, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license and a 
Class A misdemeanor fleeing 
from police. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nBrittany N. Temples, 34, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
4 felony illegal possession of a 
credit card. The case went to 
the public defender. The mat-
ter was continued for the pre-
liminary hearing.
nChristopher L. Whalen, 

27, Paris, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor domes-
tic battery. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.
nDrew A. D. Wishard, 24, 

Mattoon, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nCari E. Johnson Hamm, 

42, Paris, admitted a petition 
to revoke her probation sen-
tence for a Class 4 felony pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance conviction. The matter 
was continued for a sentenc-
ing hearing.
nZachery S. Hawes, 23, 

Chrisman, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. He was 
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $400 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees.

In another matter, Hawes 
pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor reckless driving 
charge. He was sentenced to 
30 days in jail with good con-
duct credit to apply and sub-
ject to the court’s discretion, 
24 months of conditional dis-
charge, a $300 fine, court costs 
and various state fees.
nJordan N. Myers, 28, Par-

is, admitted a petition to re-
voke his conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license conviction. He was 
resentenced to 30 days in jail 

with good conduct credit to 
apply and subject to the court’s 
discretion, 12 months of con-
ditional discharge, ordered 
to complete the remaining 
community service work and 
ordered to pay all previous fi-
nancial obligations.
nRobert Smith, 19, Paris, 

pleaded guilty to a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a police of-
ficer charge. He was sentenced 
to six days in jail with good 
conduct to apply, one year of 
conditional discharge, a $400 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nRichard A. Martinez, 33, 

Paris, denied a petition to re-
voke his Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended license 
conviction. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence.

OTHER MATTERS
nChanning L. Baldwin, 26, 

Chrisman, learned the state 
withdrew a petition to revoke 
his conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class C misde-
meanor disorderly conduct 
conviction. The conditional 
discharge was terminated and 
the case was closed.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered 

when the following individuals 
failed to answer the court call: 
Randy J. Bramlett, 52, Metcalf; 
Stephanie L. Hovis, 32, Par-
is; Michael R. Lehmkuhl, 45, 
Mattoon; Zachary J. Mulkins, 
25, Paris; Dustin E. Talbott, 35, 
Paris; and Joshua J. Walker, 31, 
Danville.

To my Family
Thank you for making my Birthday so special!

From the limo ride all around town on a 

scavenger hunt, ending up at the P.H.S. band 

practice only to have the band sing “Happy 

Birthday” to me and handed me a suitcase 

with a map saying we were headed to 

St. Louis in family cars for a weekend of fun!

From seeing my son & daughter-in-law drive 

up from Wichita to hitting it “Big at the 

Casino”, to laughing and crying so much - 

I almost lost my voice!

From here to eternity.

I Love you, AKA Mom, AKA Grandma & Gigi

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The investigation into the 
suicide death of Keanna Taylor 
has resulted in an arrest.

J e s s e 
Lewsader of 
the Paris Po-
lice Depart-
ment con-
firmed Friday 
afternoon he 
took Spencer 
Haley, 28, 

into custody Thursday, Sept. 
12, and charged him with in-

ducement to commit suicide, 
obstruction of justice and pos-
session of methamphetamine.

“This was a joint effort be-
tween the Paris Police Depart-
ment investigations unit and 
the Edgar County Coroner’s 
office,” said Lewsader.

Corner Scott Barrett con-
firmed the arrest for induce-
ment to commit suicide was 
connected to Taylor’s July 28 
death in an outbuilding at Ha-
ley’s Court Street home in Par-
is. The outbuilding was later 
destroyed by fire.

“The investigation started 
July 28. It has been constantly 
evolving since that time, and it 
is still ongoing,” said Lewsader.

He also confirmed Haley 
made an appearance in court 
Friday morning for a bond 
hearing and was advised of the 
formal charges against him. 
Haley’s new file was not avail-
able for public viewing Friday 
afternoon, but it was Lewsad-
er’s understanding bond was 
set at $25,000 and the state 
retained the arresting charges.

“I submitted my report but 

it is up to the state’s attorney to 
decide which charges to file,” 
said Lewsader.

Both Barrett and Lewsader 
declined to provide specifics 
about the case since it is still an 
ongoing investigation.

Haley’s prior felony history 
includes a 2015 Class 2 felony 
conviction for the unlawful 
use of property to manufac-
ture methamphetamine and 
an unresolved Class 4 felony 
charge of driving while license 
revoked or suspended from 
2017.

Death investigation results in arrest

HALEY

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON — Two 
weeks into its fall semester, 

Eastern Illinois University’s 
campus is once again bus-
tling with activity — thanks 
in large part to another year 

Eastern Illinois University enrollment continues to climb
of increased enrollments and 
a growing on-campus student 
population.

Official 10th-day enroll-
ment counts for the state’s 
top-ranked public regional 
university reveal the follow-
ing:

•A total headcount in-
crease of 3.7 percent, from 

7,526 in fall 2018 to 7,806 in 
fall 2019

•A total first-time fresh-
man class increase of 12.5 
percent, from 789 in fall 2018 
to 888 in fall 2019

•A 4.2 percent increase in 
graduate-level enrollment, 
from 1,491 in fall 2018 to 
1,554 in fall 2019

Dean of the Graduate 
School Ryan Hendrickson 
confirmed this fall’s Graduate 
School enrollment at EIU is 
at its highest point since fall 
2010.

•A 10 percent increase in 
freshmen and sophomores 
enrolled in on-campus classes

In addition, the academ-
ic profile of EIU’s incom-
ing freshmen and transfer 
students—which are based 
on the GPA and ACT/SAT 
scores of EIU’s incoming stu-
dents—once again increased 
from the previous year. The 
university also saw a moder-
ate rise in students enrolled 
in its Jack and Sandra Pine 
Honors College. 
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Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

Paris 
and Kansas
217-465-4775

Receive up-to-date obituary notices and service times 
by signing up for our email notices.

Peter Templeton Scott Barrett

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

STAY CONNECTED!

Subscribe FREE OF CHARGE at

Did you know that Diabetes is one of the 
leading cause of vision loss in the world?  
That is one of the reasons that good control 

of blood sugar and yearly examinations including dilation 
(making your pupils big) are so important.  The eye is the 
only place in the entire body where blood vessels can 
be seen with cutting you open or looking through skin.  
That means we can find changes from Diabetes when we 
look back there.  Not only can Diabetes cause bleeding 
and leakage from the blood vessels, sugar problems can 
also lead to double vision, prescription changes and early 
onset cataract!  Thankfully with good preventive care we 
can often prevent the changes associated with Diabetes.  
Good communication with your medical doctor and eye 
doctor is often essential in ongoing management of Di-
abetes.  Remember, the more you can do to stay healthy 
and the more stable your blood sugar is the less likely you 
are to have problems.  So keep that sugar in good shape 
and keep your vision in good shape at the same time!

EYES
On Diabetes

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Derrick L Lorenzen 
Financial Advisor

11773 Il Hwy 1 
Paris, IL 61944-8309 
217-463-4774

A&R Service and Supply

Full service contractor, kitchen & bath 
remodels, electrical, plumbing, security 

cams, security systems, computers, Wi-Fi 
help upgrades, painting, fencing, floor 

leveling, basement waterproofing

           “Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”
PARIS, ILLINOIS

32 Years Experience - Many references

217-251-8354 
Sam Roberts

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

  Adams Mahogany

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

DANNY WEIR 
CASEY – Danny Ray Weir, 

73, of Casey, passed away Dec. 
17, 2018, at his home.  

I n u r n -
ment is 3 
p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 15, at 
Washington 
C e m e t e r y. 
Markwell Fu-
neral Home 
is in charge of 
the arrange-
ments. 

M e m o r i -
al donations 

may be made to American 
Heart Association or Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

WEIR

KENNETH ELLIS
NEWMAN – Kenneth El-

lis, 89, of Hume passed away 
at 1:10 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 7, 

2019, at his 
home. He 
retired from 
USI in Tus-
cola where he 
worked for 

more than 35 years.
A funeral service was 11 

a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 10, at 
the Joines Funeral Home at 
Newman, with the Rev. Gene 
Creek and the Rev. Melanie 
Forcum officiating. Burial was 
in Young America Cemetery, 

north of Hume. Visitation 
was from 10 a.m. until the 
service time Tuesday at the 
funeral home.

Mr. Ellis was born Aug. 
12, 1930, at Paris, the son of 
Bayles and Mamie Shick Ellis. 
He married Linda Currey in 
1953.  She survives.

Also surviving are two sons, 
Mark Stephen (Linda) Ellis, 
New Tazewell, Tenn., and 
David Ray Ellis, Tolono; two 
grandchildren, Katherine Ni-
cole Ellis and Benjamin Mi-
chael Ellis; and one sister, Lin-
da Gallatin, Indianapolis, Ind.

He was preceded in death 

by his parents; his stepfather, 
Charlie Walsh; six brothers 
and one sister.

He was a medic corpsman 
in the U.S. Navy serving along 
with the Marines in Korea. 

He was a member of the 
Hume United Methodist 
Church and the Hume Amer-
ican Legion Post.

He was an avid Cardinal 
baseball fan and enjoyed 
watching sports on TV.  He 
enjoyed gardening and work-
ing in his yard.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Hume United 
Methodist Church.

PAUL MILLER
Paul Edwin Miller, 77, of 

Paris, passed away at 11:15 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 12, 

2019, at his 
r e s i d e n c e . 
He was re-
tired after 
more than 
30 years as 
a service 
t e c h n i c i a n 
for GTE, 
and worked 
several years 
after retire-
ment as a 

driver for Central Illinois 
Mass Transit.

A service celebrating his 
life is 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
Sept. 18, at Templeton Fu-
neral Home. Burial, with 
military rites by American 
Legion Post #211, follows in 
Edgar Cemetery. Visitation 
is from 4 to 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Sept. 17, at the funeral 
home. Masonic rites by Paris 

Lodge #268 follows the visi-
tation at 7 p.m. 

Mr. Miller was born Nov. 
25, 1941, at Paris, the son of 
the late Harry Lee and Laura 
Elizabeth Trine Miller.

Survivors include two 
children, Paul E. (Becky) 
Miller II of Terre Haute, 
Ind., and Amanda Lynn 
Floyd of Paris; two broth-
ers, Winfred “Cork” Miller 
of Letts, Iowa, and Ronald 
A. Miller of Tuscola; four 
grandchildren, Sierra Marie 
Miller, Heather Ann Miller, 
Dylan Brady Miller-Floyd 
and Drake Ian Floyd; one 
great-granddaughter, Mia 
Marie Bowman; several niec-
es and nephews; his caregiv-
er, friend and former spouse, 
Sherry Miller of Paris; and a 
special friend, Phyllis Bell of 
Mottville, Mich. 

He was preceded in death 
by a brother, Charles S. Mill-
er, and a fiancée, Janice Pom-
roy.

Mr. Miller was a veteran 
of the United States Navy. 
He was a member and Past 
Master of Paris Lodge #268 
Ancient Free & Accepted 
Masons and the Palestine 
Commandery. He was also 
a Life Member of Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post #3601 
and a member of American 
Legion Post #211 where he 
enjoyed volunteering at Le-
gion events. He also enjoyed 
working as a school cross-
ing guard, and was active in 
Scouts as a committee mem-
ber for Cub Scout Pack 8. He 
will be remembered as a lov-
ing and devoted father and 
grandfather.

 Memorial donations may 
be made to the ECCF D.O.-
it Cancer Support Group 
of Paris or to Exotic Feline 
Rescue of Center Point, In-
diana.

Online condolences at 
w w w.te m p l e to n f u n e r a l -
home.com.

MILLER

GENEVIEVE MAZELY
Genevieve Mazely, 95, of 

Paris, passed away at 8:58 a.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2019, in 

her residence. 
At her 

r e q u e s t , 
there are 
no services. 
Stewart and 
Carroll Fu-
neral Home 
is assisting the 

family with the arrangements.  
Memorial donations may 

be made to Grace Lutheran 
Church.  

More information and on-
line condolences at www.stew-
artandcarrollfuneralhome.com.

MAZELY

ROXY JAMISON
Roxy Suzanne Jamison, 

80, of Paris, passed away at 
12:31 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 

11, 2019, at 
Twin Lakes 
Rehab and 
Health Care 
Center. Her 
first job 
was picking 
strawberries 
at Rhoads 

Strawberry Farm, she then 
worked at several factories 
in Paris.

Following cremation, a 
memorial visitation is 4 to 
7 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 17, at 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home. Private interment in 
Grandview Cemetery is at a 
later date.  

Miss Jamison was born 
April 20, 1939, in Grand-
view Township, the daugh-
ter of the late John Wilson 
Jamison and the late Vivian 
Marie Keran Jamison.  

Survivors include her 
sister Beverly Quinn of 
Chrisman; her brother, 
James (Connie) Jamison of 
Shabbona; several nieces 
and nephews; and several 
great-nieces and great-neph-
ews.  

She was preceded in death 
by her half-brother Robert 
Litchenberger.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Edgar Coun-
ty Humane Association.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.

JAMISON

AMANDA CLAPP
OAKLAND – Amanda Jo 

Dickson Clapp, 60, of Oak-
land, died Wednesday, Sept.4, 

2019, at 
Barnes Jewish 
Hospital, St. 
Louis, Mo.

A private 
family inter-
ment is to-
day, Sept. 14, 
at Pleasant 

Grove Cemetery.
Visitation was from 5 to 7 

p.m. Monday, Sept. 9, at Krabel 
Funeral Home. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to Children’s Hospital of 
St. Louis.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

CLAPP

WAYNE CASSADY
MARSHALL – Wayne A. 

Cassady, of Marshall, passed 
away at 11:30 p.m., Saturday, 

Sept. 7, 2019, 
at his home. 

A service 
honoring his 
life was 11:30 
a.m. Tuesday, 
Sept. 10, at 
the Clarks-
ville Baptist 

Church. Burial was in the 
Clarksville Cemetery. Visita-
tion was from 9:30 a.m. until 
the service time Tuesday at 
the church. Pearce Funeral 
Home was in charge of the 
arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Clarksville 
Baptist Church of the Clark 
County 4-H Foundation.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.  

CASSADY

FIRE BREAKS OUT IN TRAILER HOME

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Firefighter Mentor Reynolds sprays water on a hot spot at a structure fire late Friday afternoon 
while other firefighters check the building. The Paris Fire Department was dispatched to a trailer 
with an addition at the corner of Van Buren and Ten Broek. In addition to fire in straw bales 
around the foundation, the small home was also filled with smoke.
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It’s not every day that a CEO of 
a major corporation voluntarily 
warns potential consumers against 

using his or her 
product. But un-
derage consumers 
are a special case.

“Don’t vape. 
Don’t use Juul,” 
Juul CEO Kevin 
Burns said last 
week in an inter-
view on “CBS This 
Morning.” “Don’t 
start using nico-
tine if you don’t 

have a preexisting relationship with 
nicotine. Don’t use the product.”

Nice try. As a former smoker 
who quit tobacco with the help of 
electronic cigarettes, I appreciate 
the benefit that a little vaping can 
offer in easing the process of wean-
ing oneself off traditional cigarettes, 
aptly nicknamed cancer sticks.

Of course, I was only trading 
one form of nicotine delivery for 
another. 

Quitting e-cigs is a whole new 
challenge. You may lose the tar 
and other dangerous ingredients 
in tobacco by vaping, but you still 
have nicotine, a powerfully addic-
tive drug that is toxic enough to be 
used in pesticides — and addictive 
enough to rank with heroin on the 
hard-to-quit scale.

Vaping as an aid to quit smoking 
trades one addiction for another, 
as I have learned the hard way. But 
at least my doctor smiled approv-
ingly. With the jury still out on how 
harmful vaping might be, she said, 
“at least, you’re not smoking.”

Right. But for how long? I vaped 
on, suppressing my skepticism as I 
fed my habit. My lungs seemed to 
feel healthier. Maybe I could just 
keep on vaping until scientists find 

clear evidence that, yes, indeed, I’m 
killing myself.

Now we seem to be sliding in 
that direction. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
reports 450 cases of severe respi-
ratory illness among people using 
e-cigarettes in 33 states and at least 
six deaths, including one in Illinois.

“(The) severity of the illness and 
the recent increase in the incidence 
of this clinical syndrome indicates 
that these cases represent a new or 
newly recognized and worrisome 
cluster of pulmonary disease relat-
ed to vaping,” according to a report 
by health department officials 
in Wisconsin and Illinois, who 
conducted a joint investigation of 
53 patients.

Still, the definitive cause of 
the mysterious illnesses remains 
unknown. Vaping and the research 
about it is too new for scientists at 
CDC and elsewhere to know, for 
example, how many of the injuries 
and deaths followed vaping of 
nicotine or a host of other possible 
chemicals, such as THC, the 
major psychoactive ingredient in 
cannabis.

That’s a big concern. Any drug 
bought from strangers on the 
street, as we have learned in the 
opioid crisis and elsewhere, expos-
es the user to unknown and even 
fatal peril.

But many agree with Illinois 
Sen. Dick Durbin, the Senate’s 
second-highest ranking Democrat, 
that the nation is in, “a public health 
crisis that could have been avoided 
if the Food and Drug Administra-
tion had acted at any point over the 
past 10 years to properly regulate 
e-cigarettes and the accompanying 
kid-friendly flavors and products.”

Speaking at Lurie Children’s 
Hospital on Monday, Sept. 9, 

Durbin called on acting FDA 
Commissioner Ned Sharpless to, 
among other actions, immediately 
ban all e-cigarette flavors other than 
tobacco, and ban all devices not 
approved by the FDA from stores 
nationwide. He also called on the 
FDA to send letters to all schools in 
the nation warning of the dangers 
of vaping and asking each school 
to spread the word to parents and 
students.

Those flavors are a controver-
sy in themselves. Juul and other 
leaders in the vaping industry claim 
to be interested only in adult cus-
tomers, as Burns insisted. But like 
the tobacco industry, which came 
under fire for its cartoon figure 
“Joe Camel” and other suspiciously 
youth-oriented marketing, the 
vape industry has walked a fine line 
between marketing their products 
as a health care device or a tasty, 
trendy treat.

Juul, for example, agreed under 
FDA pressure to stop selling its 
nicotine pods with flavors that 
sounded like children’s breakfast 
cereal: Grape, mango, watermelon, 
strawberry lemonade and strawber-
ry milk, among others. But they 
continued to sell the flavors online 
as upstart competitors parachuted 
in to fill the flavor gap with their 
own fruity, candy-colored pods.

Of course, there has been push-
back against the drive for more 
regulation of e-cigs, no matter how 
well intended. Much of it comes 
from supporters of marijuana and 
THC legalization who seek more 
freedom of choice for consumers, 
not less. 

So do I, but for adults, not kids.
(Clarence Page, a member of the 

Chicago Tribune Editorial Board. 
Email him at cpage@chicagotribune.
com.) 
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Sanford’s 
view not 
realistic

Ross Township Board now responsible for saving the ambulance service

The failure of the Ross Township 
Board to act Thursday night on the 
question of how to save the North-
ern Edgar County Ambulance Ser-
vice again prolongs the effort to find 
a workable funding solution.

Discussion at the board meet-
ing revealed a prejudice against 
the proposed special service area 
because it is seen as a way to impose 
a tax without going to referendum 
for voter approval. There was also a 
claim the township has not received 
meaningful financial information 
from NECAS to make an informed 
decision and board members ex-
pressed a sense they being pressured 
to act too quickly on the matter.

There were counter claims that all 
of the information was provided just 
as it was to the other entities that 
have already passed resolutions sup-
porting the creation of a special ser-
vice area – Prairie, Brouilletts Creek, 
Edgar, Shiloh and Young America 
townships along with Chrisman, 
Hume and Metcalf. Ross Township’s 
failure to act when the others did 

earlier this year means a special ser-
vice area cannot be formed in time 
to receive tax payments in 2020.

Based on current funding, the 
ambulance service cannot survive 
through 2020 let alone more than 
halfway through 2021 when the first 
tax distribution is made.

Ross Township board members 
are sincere when say they want to 
keep the ambulance operating, but 
the possible loss of the ambulance is 
naturally concerning to many resi-
dents of northern Edgar County. 

We disagree with some of the Ross 
Township positions. The desire to 
have a referendum for the special 
service area is an unwarranted and 
unnecessary delay. Referendums 
are not required for a special service 
area and would be advisory only. The 
earliest a referendum can be placed 

on the ballot is the March primary 
and failing that the next opportunity 
is November, which is much too late 
because any funding coming to a 
special service area would be put off 
until 2022.

There is a public safeguard option 
in the law for those opposed to the 
creation of a service area and tax to 
petition against it.

We also disagree this issue has 
been put off to the last minute. The 
NECAS board started earlier this 
year trying to get a special service 
area in place after a large public 
meeting in April revealed the trust-
ees of the Chrisman, Hume and 
Metcalf fire protection districts did 
not support extending a fire tax to 
fund the ambulance.

The Ross Township board may yet 
find the special service area is the 
most logical way to go, but if they do 
not, then the burden is entirely on 
them to come up with another solu-
tion that works as well, is acceptable 
to the other entities and to do so in a 
timely manner. 
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Rep. David McSwee-
ney (R-Barrington Hills) 
announced last week that 

he will 
not seek 
re-elec-
tion. 
Instead, he 
said he’ll 
likely be 
making a 
2022 state-
wide bid 
for either 
U.S. Sen-
ate against 

Sen. Tammy Duckworth 
or secretary of state if Jesse 
White retires. 

He may not be a house-
hold name, but McSwee-
ney has been a huge thorn 
in Republican leadership’s 
side since he first ran for 
the Illinois House in the 
2012 primary. 

He took on Rep. Kent 
Gaffney, who had been 
the House Republicans’ 
appropriations director 
for a decade and was 
appointed to the seat after 
the untimely 2011 death 
of Republican Rep. Mark 
Beaubien. McSweeney at 
one point during the cam-
paign claimed House Re-
publican staff had violated 
the law by doing political 
work on state time and 
tried hard to get Gaffney 
kicked off the ballot. He 
won a three-way primary 
and then went on to defeat 
Beaubien’s widow, who ran 
as an independent in the 
general election. 

In other words, he did 
not arrive in Springfield 
well-liked by the people 
who ran his own party.

And he hasn’t tried to 
ingratiate himself with 
them at any point since 
then. 

He refused to attend 
House Republican caucus 
meetings and eventually 
became one of the most 
outspoken Republican 
critics of Gov. Bruce Raun-
er. McSweeney became a 
go-to person for reporters 
needing anti-Rauner 
quotes. He basically served 
the same purpose as for-
mer Democratic state Rep. 
Jack Franks, who built up 
his name recognition by 
regularly slamming Dem-
ocratic governors and was 

RICH
MILLER
CAPITOL 
FAX

See MILLER, Page 7A

CHARLESTON, S.C. — Once upon 
a time, Mark Sanford might have been a 
contender, but there’s too much water under 

the bridges that stretch from 
this city of steeples to his 
erstwhile home on Sullivan’s 
Island.

The disgraced former 
South Carolina governor and 
congressman announced 
Sunday. Sept. 8, that he’s 
running against Donald 
Trump for the 2020 Repub-
lican nomination. The third 
challenger to toss his hat into 
the wishing well of magical 

thinking, Sanford says he plans to talk about 
the skyrocketing debt, tariffs, trade and tone. 
Perfect. That’ll ignite the crowds and knock 
the grand poobah of pomp and propaganda 
off his game.

You can just see it: The boyish Sanford — 
an itinerant stranger in his own strange land 
— going toe to toe with the swamp-menac-
ing Trump. It would be worth the price of a 
ticket. Trump’s other two GOP opponents, 
former Massachusetts Gov. Bill Weld and 
former Illinois Rep. Joe Walsh, may as well 
grab one while they last.

Nevertheless, the buzz does what buzz 
does. In the days following Sanford’s an-
nouncement and a series of cable-TV 
appearances, you’d have thought the former 
governor were the deus ex machina of the 
GOP. Recent commentary from conserva-
tives has been dripping with so much honey 
you don’t know whether to build a hive or kill 
the drones.

The narrative-shmarrative is that Sanford 
is an old-school Republican whose concerns 
are focused on a strong, bootstrap economy 
and, well, that’s about it so far. Also, BIG 
HEADLINE, he believes in climate change 
and legal immigration because, what life form 
other than Trump’s most fervent supporters 
doesn’t?

Further to Sanford’s coronation as GOP 
savior, according to Republican strategist 
Liz Mair writing Monday in The New York 
Times, he’s a bigger threat to Trump than his 
co-challengers because he was never a Never 
Trumper. Unlike Walsh and Weld — a strong 
law firm name if things go awry, as surely they 
will — Sanford appears to be uninterested 
in making the race all about Trump, even 
though Trump’s anti-endorsement in 2018 
led to Sanford’s congressional primary defeat.

Plus, wrote Mair, Sanford is more nuanced. 
Perhaps she was thinking of the subtle dif-
ferences between Argentina and the Appala-
chian Trail, where in 2009 the then-governor 
Sanford told everyone through a spokes-
person that he’d be hiking for a few days but 
instead found himself in South America with 
his mistress?

Mair insists the tryst that ended Sanford’s 
governorship, as well as his marriage, was, 
“the least-scandalous scandal in modern po-
litical history,” because, after all, he only had 
an, “extramarital affair because he fell in love 
and got engaged to the woman.”

This confection would be news to South 
Carolinians who were appalled by his deceit 
and repulsed by his weepy news conference 
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Editor, The Prairie Press:
I miss Jack and Mary Stotts.
They were my neighbors for 27 years. 

Dennis and Connie Jones organized Success 
Christian Church members to help us move 
in and a month later to pour our basketball 
court. That summer of 1992, Jack was helping 
our boys make wind chimes at Vacation Bible 
school.

They don’t make people quite like Jack and 
Mary anymore – so giving, patient, loyal and 
faithful.

Jack and Mary were kind to always buy Boy 
Scout popcorn, high school garbage bags and 
drama tickets from our kids. They got a big 
kick out of our kids’ and later the grandson’s 
Halloween costumes. 

Mary and I went to lunch with Teddy Day 
periodically. For 42 years, Teddy owned the 
house I live in. Both of her daughters, Jan 
Zieren and Lee Barrett, were raised here and, 
incidentally, just visited here a few weeks ago. 
Relatives of Jack bought my house in 1944 
before selling it to Ed and Teddy in 1950.

Mary died 17 days after I retired from the 
Vigo County Public Library in Terre Haute. 
We didn’t know about it until we returned 
from Washington state where we had at-
tended my husband Mike’s twin sister’s son’s 
wedding. Time marches on. They are now 
expecting their third child, to be delivered 
by the oldest sibling, who is a midwife, just 
like her great-grandmother from Finland, in 

See LETTER, Page 7A

Longtime next 
door neighbors 
are being missed

See PARKER, Page 7A
CLARENCE
PAGE
GUEST  
COLUMN
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beloved by political reporters 
and now chairs the McHenry 
County Board. McSwee-
ney’s district includes part 
of McHenry County, and 
Franks and McSweeney have 
worked together over the 
years to pass various local 
government-related bills.

After Rauner lost, 
McSweeney turned his fire 
on his own House Republi-
can Leader, Jim Durkin. He 
has called Durkin corrupt, 
said he was an anti-Trump 
“RINO” (Republican in 
name only) and called on 
him to resign. Durkin retali-
ated by yanking staff support 
on two separate occasions.  
McSweeney is an informa-
tion sponge. He is su-
per-smart and makes it his 
business to constantly find 
out what is going on in this 
state’s politics and gover-
nance. 

He immediately sought 
out many of Springfield’s old 
hands after taking office and 
pumped them for every bit of 
advice and insight he could 

get. Those relationships, 
combined with his outspo-
ken critiques of his own 
party helped him pass a lot of 
bills through the Democrat-
ic-controlled House, and also 
probably helped keep him 
safe from any serious general 
election challenges. 

McSweeney’s far north-
west suburban district was 
long considered a Republican 
bastion, except for the usual 
Jesse White wins. Republican 
Mitt Romney defeated Pres-
ident Barack Obama by 10 
points in the district during 
the 2012 election. 

But President Donald 
Trump, who had problems 
everywhere in suburbia, only 
won McSweeney’s district 
by a mere 1.6 percentage 
points in 2016. And then 
Democratic Comptroller 
Susana Mendoza won it last 
year by 2 points. Trump isn’t 
doing much to improve his 
popularity in the suburbs, so 
2020 could be even worse for 
Republicans in that part of 
the world.

McSweeney has sharply 
criticized Gov. J.B. Pritzker, 
so it’s possible the Demo-

crats might have tried to take 
him out if he ran again, but 
it seems unlikely since his 
dissension in the Republican 
ranks can be quite useful to 
their Statehouse purposes. 
Even so, a warm Democratic 
body with little party support 
could’ve forced McSweeney 
to spend big bucks on his 
re-election just to be safe, and 
that money would be better 
spent on setting himself 
up for the 2022 statewide 
contest.

The House Republican 
operation was completely 
blindsided (and overjoyed) 
by McSweeney’s announce-
ment, so they don’t yet have a 
list of possible candidates. 

But McSweeney’s exit 
means it’s now quite possible 
the district goes into play 
next year if the Democrats 
can find the right candi-
date. That could turn out to 
be McSweeney’s ultimate 
revenge on his party. 

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

northern Michigan. 
In exchange for a weekly 

pastry or two, Jack and Mary 
gave treats to our cats. Jack let 
us park our motorhome on 
his property, he loaned Mike 
the cleanest tools he’d ever 
seen and he gave us his Terre 
Haute newspapers after he 
had cut out the crossword 
puzzles. He liked the old 
Western movies, so we tried 
to give him Western DVDs 
for Christmas that were not 
rated R.

For Jack’s birthday a 
couple of weeks ago, Mike 
painted his garage telling 
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to confess his sins. Such a 
cavalier dismissal of a family 
betrayal would also be news 
to ex-wife Jenny Sanford, 
who wrote a book, “Staying 
True” about it. While you’re 
browsing, by all means pick 
up “The Speechwriter,” by 
Barton Swaim, Sanford’s 
speechwriter for the latter 
part of his administration. 
It’s hilariously funny and a 
poignant memoir of a tenure 
of absurdity.

It is absolutely true that 
Sanford, 59, is a time-tested 
conservative on budgetary 
matters, as my Washington 
Post colleague Jennifer Rubin 
argued under the banner 
headline “Mark Sanford 

might be the Republicans’ 
last chance.” No one can 
accuse him of being a fake 
conservative, she wrote.

Indeed, not. As governor, 
Sanford was such a budget 
cruncher that he brought two 
baby pigs, one under each 
arm, to the statehouse to 
make his point about — get 
it? — pork.

It is quite possible that 
most or many Americans 
don’t care what Sanford did 
in his personal life, but the 
nicknamed “Luv Guv’s” phi-
landering meanderings were 
public matters by virtue of 
two facts: The highest-rank-
ing official of the state lied 
about his whereabouts and 
was unreachable. He simply 
slipped the reins of govern-
ment and followed his pas-

sion, which was concerned 
with issues having nothing to 
do with matters of state.

It’s not the economy, it’s 
character. Only someone as 
despicable as Donald Trump 
could make a man like Mark 
Sanford palatable. Sanford’s 
well-reasoned concerns 
about the unfathomable debt, 
his low-key, soft-spoken style 
and his cool Southern man-
ner might have made him a 
terrific presidential candidate 
in another time, especially 
alongside his tough, accom-
plished wife and central-cast-
ing sons. But that time has 
passed.

(Kathleen Parker is a 
politically conservative-leaning 
columnist for The Washington 
Post. Email her at kparker@
washpost.com.)

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

Jack, kiddingly, he was tired 
of seeing the peeling paint, 
and Jack admitted he was, too. 
Last week Mike painted Jack’s 
back door and asked him how 
he was doing. He said, “Great, 
just a lot more slowly.”

He was still driving to 

Tuscany’s at 95 with a brand 
new updated license. 

We will miss him. His 
funeral service was a terrific 
send off. 

Thanks to all.
Charlotte Bennett

Vermilion

Crestwood Oks budget
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Crestwood Com-
munity Unit School District 
4 school board approved 
the 2019-2020 budget 
during its monthly meeting 
Wednesday, Sept. 11, at the 
school.

The district’s financ-
es continue to improve. 
The district’s education 
fund revenue is expect-
ed to be $4,551,629 with 
$3,943,110 in expenditures 
in the fund with a surplus 
in the fund of $608,519. 
The estimated ending 
fund balance in that fund 
is $2,164,851. The district 
receives $2,688,560 in tax 
revenue in the fund as well 
as $1,465,473 in state aid 
and $264,908 from federal 
sources.

The only Crestwood 
fund expected to be in the 
red is in transportation 
where a deficit of $69,351 is 
expected.

The board was scheduled 
to approve the district’s in-
surance policies but the ac-
tion was tabled when ques-

tions arose about the amount 
of coverage and umbrella cov-
erage. Crestwood’s insurance 
consultant, Travis Bushue, was 
not able to attend the meeting. 
Crestwood Superintendent of 
Schools Danette Young said 
she will contact him about the 
questions.

In other business the board:
nHeard a presentation from 

James Zellman of Honeywell 
about performance contract-
ing.
nApproved the compensa-

tion and benefits report.
nApproved Facility Use 

Request for the Kiwanis Hon-
eybee Pageant on Sunday, Sep-
tember 22. 
nApproved Facility Use Re-

quest for Paris Junior League 
from Nov. 2, 2019 through 
Feb. 22, 2020.
nApproved a fixed rate for 

natural gas through Century 
Energy Solutions with Con-
stellation Energy as the sup-
plier effective May of 2020 
through April of 2022.
nApproved a fixed rate for 

electricity through Century 
Energy Solutions with AEP 
Energy as the supplier effective 

June of 2020 through April of 
2022.
nAnnounced enrollment of 

677 students PreK-12th grade 
with 478 students in pre-kin-
dergarten through eighth 
grade and 197 at Paris High 
School in grades 9-12. Young 
said there are 20 fewer students 
through eighth grade this year 
and 14 additional high school 
students for a total of 675 dis-
trict students, a loss of six stu-
dents.
nHeard there is a coun-

ty Teacher Institute planned 
Friday, Oct. 11, at Paris High 
School.
nHeard the district’s pre-

school program has received 
the Gold Circle of Quality 
from ExcelleRate Illinois.
nHeard the school has re-

ceived a perfect food establish-
ment inspection report from 
the Edgar County Health De-
partment.
nAnnounced a 4-H Robot-

ics Club meeting will be held 
at 4:30 p.m. September 23 for 
students in fourth through the 
12th grade. Crestwood teacher 
Mary St. Clair will be the spon-
sor.
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of expenses for govern-
ment entities.

Daren Craig, an Edgar 
Township board member, 
noted while Roman ob-
jects to the special service 
area as raising taxes with-
out voter input, requesting 
a higher levy also gathers 
more in taxes without 
giving people a say. The 
difference is the special 
service area is a new tax. 
The levy for the general 
fund is an existing tax and 
local governments can 
levy any amount up to the 
maximum tax rate without 
voter approval. To increase 
the actual tax rate does re-
quire a referendum.

Morris pointed out 
there is nothing in the spe-
cial service area statute re-
quiring a referendum and 
while one could be held, 
it would be advisory only 
and not binding on the 
process. 

“That’s true, but it is a 
good barometer,” said Ro-
man.

He also objected to what 
he described as pressure 
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celebrity waiters, dance and 
have fun. It’s such a positive 
event.”

The children are divided into 
two sittings for dinner, Belt ex-
plained. While one group is 
eating the other group is enjoy-
ing dancing and music in the 
school gym, thanks to teacher 
B.J. Fessant.

This year, the children were 
given tickets in the school col-
ors — purple and gold — to 
assign them to their group, 
Morris explained. 

“We gave the tickets out 
before they went home from 
school today (Thursday),” he 
said, emphasizing an amaz-
ing percentage of the students 
brought the ticket as instruct-
ed and didn’t lose it after they 
danced or ate.

While the meal is served in 
the cafeteria, students don’t sit 
at regular school lunch tables. 
Round tables with chairs are 
placed around the gym. Each 
student is assigned to a num-
bered table and found a formal 
place card announcing their 
assigned seat. The tables are 
decorated in the school colors 
with a tablecloth. Each student 
finds a proper placement of 
knife, fork, spoon and napkin. 

Ice-cold bottled water is also 
provided to each student.

The menu has never varied 
and is catered by Joni Smith 
and her staff from Front Street 
Market in Hume. The students 
are served crispy chicken, party 
potatoes — always a favorite 
— green beans and a roll with 
butter. For dessert, there is ice 
cream and a homemade sugar 
cookie with sprinkles.

Smith has been involved in 
the event since its inception 
and is impressed with both the 
students, the adult volunteers 
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who serve and the support of 
the Paris community. 

“They say it takes a village,” 
Smith said. “We’re the stone 
soup of the village bringing ev-
eryone together.”

A major partner making 
the event possible is Horizon 
Health, Carroll emphasized. 
This year, working with Hori-
zon Health marketing director 
Erin Frank, the two women 
designed a magnetic frame in 
the school colors to hold the 
picture of each child attending.

In addition, four Horizon 

Health doctors are waiters for 
the evening. 

“They interact with the 
children and the students are 
thrilled,” Belt said. 

Physicians Manish Gorasi-
ya, Lauren Fore, Rahat Sheikh 
and Kumar Sodvadiya cleared 
their busy schedules to be pres-
ent for the event. The doctors 
proved popular waiters and the 
students were delighted to see 
them.

“One of our third-grade 
teachers, Melinda Young, has 
been in charge of the photo 
booth since we started this,” 
Carroll said.

Young, assisted by music 
teacher Rebecca Fonseca, took 
every child’s picture, printed 
them and presented them to 
students at the end of the eve-
ning.

Belt continues to be im-
pressed by the care a majority 
of the students take in choosing 
their attire for the evening. 

“Most of them wear their 
best,” she said, pointing to boys 
wearing a suit or shirt with ties 
and girls in dresses.

Belt also teaches the im-
portance of responding to 
an RSVP in a timely manner. 
Once the event is over, she 

brings Horizon Health note 
cards to the school and every 
child who attended is asked to 
write a thank you note to the 
adult of their choice. 

The servers for the evening 
included Paris Police Chief Eric 
Brown, Paris Fire Chief Brian 
Gates, Edgar County Sheriff 
Jeff Wood as well as retired 
teachers and adult volunteers. 
The students are quickly and ef-
ficiently served their meals and 
dessert, the tables are cleared 
and then reset for the second 
dining group — all under the 
watchful eye of Belt, who some-
times has to remind the servers 
how to place the utensils on the 
placemats.

The evening would not be 
possible without the generous 
support of the Paris communi-
ty. Morris raises approximately 
$2,000 each year from local 
businesses, individuals as well 
as local service clubs Paris Ro-
tary and Paris Kiwanis Clubs. 
He also noted two individuals 
have indicated if fundraising 
ever falls short, to contact 
them.

  “We grew up sitting down 
to dinner every night as a fam-
ily,” Belt said. “For the majority 
of these students, both parents 
work plus there are athletics, 
games and lessons. We make 
them feel special.”

PARIS
FROM PAGE 1A

Authorized two requests 
for advertising funds from 
the Hotel/Motel Tax account. 
Each for $2,000. They went 
to the Sons of the American 
Legion for their refreshment 
tent at the Honeybee Festival, 
and to the Paris Kiwanis Club 
for its pancake tent at the Fes-
tival.
Two maintenance proj-

weeks, according to Gar-
zolini-Skelton and fellow 
volunteer Kara Englum.

“We [needed] bricks and 
mortar,” Englum said, sum-
ming up just how vital their 
spot on the square is. 

Steve Benefiel provid-
ed the space to Hopes and 
Dreams, Inc. with a rea-
sonable rent. A TIF grant 
further cemented the deal, 
and with all the paperwork 
signed, volunteers con-
verged to stock the empty 
storefront with donations 
in record time.

The effort is already 
paying off, and ReStored 
Hope’s opening day ended 
with a gross profit of more 
than $1,000.

Garzolini-Skelton is 
thrilled with the communi-
ty response.

“We are overwhelmed 
with gratitude for our Par-
is Community,” she said. 
“From volunteering, to do-

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Paris Police Chief Eric Brown, left, and Paris Fire Chief Brian 
Gates, right, are handed plates filled with food to serve to the 
students attending the third annual Wenz School Dine and 
Dance Thursday, Sept. 12.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Horizon Health is a major partner in the annual Dine and Dance 
event at Wenz School each year. This year Horizon Health pro-
vided a magnetic frame for the picture each child received as 
well as the dinnerware. In addition, four doctors volunteered as 
servers for the evening. Pictured, from left, are school principal 
Megan Carroll, with physicians Lauren Fore, Kumar Sodvadiya, 
Rahat Sheikh and Manish Gorasiya.

ects at the water and sewer fa-
cilities: flow meter calibration 
by the Durkin Equipment Co. 
for $1,490; and a filter effluent 
vale positioner from Tonka 
Water for $2,043.
Transferred the lease on 

lot six of the Twin Lakes Park 
subdivision to Karen and 
Richard Lewis.
The next city council 

meeting is 5:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Sept. 23, with an agenda 
meeting at 4 p.m. Sept. 18.

to fast track a special service 
area because Ross Township 
has not received information 
about how much money 
the special service area will 
generate or plans for how it 
will be used. The other juris-
dictions served by NECAS 
all made decisions early in 
the year and it appears Ross 
Township only took up the 
issue at its August board 
meeting.

Chrisman city council 
member Rodney Wolfe said 
there is a need to promptly 
reach a decision before fund-
ing for the ambulance runs 
out. NECAS coordinator 
Jeremy Neal reported the or-
ganization has about $60,000 
left in all reserve funds, but 
the service is also paying out 
$9,000 more a month than it 
receives.

“If the ambulance goes 
under, we can’t just call Paris 
for an ambulance. There’s no 
contract to provide service,” 
said Wolfe. “Give me a solu-
tion.”

Roman was not able to im-
mediately provide an alterna-
tive but he did say the Ross 
Township Board prides itself 
on keeping taxes low. He add-
ed as a former first responder 

he wants to see the local am-
bulance stay and succeed.

Trustee Mike Taylor is the 
Ross Township delegate to 
the NECAS board. He ac-
knowledged a change is nec-
essary from the current fund-
ing system that dates back to 
when NECAS was an all-vol-
unteer operation. People no 
longer volunteer to serve like 
they did in the early days and 
NECAS must use its limited 
resources to pay people to 
keep the ambulance staffed.

“The whole issue is staff-
ing,” said Taylor. “It’s not the 
same world as when the am-
bulance started. No matter 
who runs the service, there 
has to be a subsidy.”

Ross Township trustee 
Ben Jenness Jr. voiced con-
cern about creating a special 
service area because that be-
comes a permanent creation. 
He also thought it possible 
to take contingency steps to 
keep NECAS funded while a 
solution is worked out.

It was noted it is too late 
now to create a special ser-
vice area that can collect taxes 
in 2020.

“We can’t meet the dead-
line so we have time to look at 
other options,” said Jenness.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

It is no secret the main roof 
on the Edgar County Court-
house is in need of a major 
overhaul. 

A temporary repair project 
a few years ago is apparently 
still holding while the county 
board wrestles with the prob-
lem of financing the expensive 
proposition of dealing with a 
slate roof and all of the deteri-
orated decorative metal com-
ponents. Figuring out the big 
problem does not stop leaks 
from developing elsewhere.

Edgar County Board mem-
bers learned last month the 
roof covering the northwest 
entrance to the courthouse 
was leaking and water was 
getting into office spaces as a 
result.

Board member Andy Pat-
rick reported at the study 
session Monday, Sept. 9, and 
the county board meeting, 
Wednesday, Sept. 11, a con-
tractor has looked at the roof.

According to Patrick, the 
space is covered with multi-
ple layers of a built-up asphalt 

roof, but the age of the old tar 
roof is not the only problem. 
Cracks in the building exist in 
that area and two downspouts 
from the larger main roof 
drain onto the portico roof.

Patrick said the contractor 
explained the volume of water 
coming through the two large 
downspouts is more than the 
smaller downspout on the 
portico can handle during a 
heavy rain. As a result the wa-
ter builds up and gets into the 
cracks and finds its way into 
the building.

The contractor proposed 
removing the built-up asphalt 
roof, replacing it with a new 
tightly sealed membrane and 
also sealing all of the cracks 
to make them watertight. A 
large part of the $15,000 cost 
is because working on a gov-
ernment building requires the 
contractor to pay employees 
according to the prevailing 
wage guidelines. An option in 
the proposal offered to redi-
rect the two big downspouts 
to the ground for another 
$2,500. Repositioning the 
downspouts will eliminate the 

problem of standing water on 
the porch roof. 

The board OK’d the work.
Another action item was 

approving a resolution for 
the local Looking for Lincoln 
Committee to place an Abra-
ham Lincoln statue on the 
courthouse grounds. Siting of 
the statue will be determined 
at a future date. 

Looking for Lincoln volun-
teers wanted approval from the 
board before starting a fund-
raising campaign. They are not 
seeking any tax money for the 
project that is expected to take 
several years to complete.  

Tom Tuttle, Edgar County 
Airport manager, reported on 
the progress of improvements 
at the airport.

“Our project has reached the 
point where we are waiting on 
our fuel system,” said Tuttle. 

A new 10,000-gallon steel 
tank that was due earlier in the 
year still has not arrived. 

“I was told to expect that 
Monday, Sept. 23,” said Tuttle. 
“It will take a week to install 
and then there will be more 
concrete to pour.”

No easy fixes at courthouse

nating, to making our Grand 
Opening above and beyond 
our expectations, we cannot 
thank everyone enough.” 

There are only a few guide-
lines for anyone wishing to do-
nate items to the store. 

“We are unable to accept 
cribs, car seats, mattresses, 
or electronics,” said Garzoli-
ni-Skelton. “Other than that, 
anything goes. Gently used 
items, of course, would be best 
for resale.”

Prospective volunteers can 
inquire at the store during open 
hours, or message the ReStored 
Hope or Hopes and Dreams, 
Inc. Facebook pages. ReStored 
Hope is open 4-7 p.m. Tuesday, 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Friday and 9 
a.m.-noon Saturday.   

ReStored Hope’s beneficiary 
charity, Hope House, is Paris’ 
first homeless shelter specif-
ically for teens. When com-
pleted, the building will have 
dormitories for eight female 
and eight male occupants, as 
well as a drop-in center for 
kids who live in an unstable 
home situation. Ultimately 
Hopes and Dreams, Inc. plans 
to build duplexes for residents 
who age out of Hope House, 
so that high school graduates 
will have a safe, affordable and 
clean housing option when 
they leave. 

The community has re-
sponded with overwhelming 
positivity to Hope House’s 
development, with donated 
goods, volunteer services and 
even a building on Court St. 
donated by the Fayhee family. 

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

ReStored Hope had its grand opening Saturday morning. The 
resale shop is stocked with donations and staffed by volunteers 
so it can give all of its profits to Hope House, a homeless shelter 
for teens run by the nonprofit Hopes and Dreams, Inc. From left: 
Dr. Phil Holloway, Staci Garzolini-Skelton, Beth Hansel, Kara 
Englum, Chamber of Commerce Director Brenda Wright, City 
Finance Commissioner Harry Hughes, Chamber Executive Direc-
tor Linda Lane, Chamber Director Zach Janis, Chamber Director 
Aaron Damler and Chamber Secretary Melinda Young.

Ned Jenison/The Prairie Press

Paris native Cody Jewell, left, is sworn in as a Paris police offi-
cer by Mayor Craig Smith, right, during the Sept. 9 city meeting.
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Tigers 
hit the 
LIC road
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

Heading into week three 
of the football season with 
a 2-0 record is something 
the Paris Tigers have be-
come accustomed to over 
the last three seasons. 

Paris will carry that mark 
with them as they travel to 
Lawrenceville today to face 
the Indians (0-2). The Ti-
gers thumped Lawrencev-
ille last season 63-0 at Tiger 
Stadium. 

Lawrenceville enters 
play today with losses to 
Marshall and Olney, while 
the Tigers defeated New-
ton and Casey at home in 
their first two contests.

Tiger Coach Jeremy 
Clodfelder touched on the 
excitement that Saturday 
afternoon football brings at 
the high school level. 

“I hope the players are 
getting to the point where 
they feel like this is the 
norm. Hopefully we will 
earn the right to play in 
weeks 10 and 11 and be-
yond, and today is a way of 
preparing them for what is 
down the road if we get a 
chance to play in the post-
season,” he said. “Having 
a Saturday game in the 
regular season is hopefully 
good preparation for them 
for what may happen later 
on.”

The Indians run an of-
fense similar to the Tigers 
in that they spread the ball 
around and give the ball to 
their playmakers in open 
space. 

Paris put their own 
spread offense on display 
last week in front of the 
home crowd and put 45 
points on the board in 
three quarters of play by 
the starters. 

Clodfelder acknowl-
edged the Indian offensive 
line does not have the beef 
other teams in the Little 
Illini Conference have, but 
that they do some things 
with them to create space 
for their players to make 
plays. 

“We realize that they 
don’t have the most size 
on their offensive and de-
fensive lines but we don’t 
have the same size on our 
lines that we have had 
in the past,”  Clodfelder 
said.

What the Tiger coach 
has stressed to his team 
this week is for them to “be 
the best version of you on 
every snap.”

What stood out in last 
week’s game against Casey 
— besides putting up 45 
points — was the play of 
the Tiger defense. 

The first unit held the 
Warriors scoreless before 
resting the final 18 minutes 
of play. Casey kept their 
starters on the field the en-
tire way and scored their 
points late in the fourth 
quarter. 

The Tiger defense has 
allowed an average of 13 
points per game through 
two weeks. 

Kickoff is set for 2 p.m. 
today.

Fans can catch the ac-
tion on the Paris Sports 
Network beginning at 1:30 
p.m. 

To find the game, go to 
www.livestream.com/pa-
rissportsnetwork, or listen 
at www.mixlr.com/paris-
sportsnetwork.

Dreaming Up the
Ideal Retirement
Is Your Job. Helping 
You Get There is Ours.

To learn more about why Edward 
Jones makes sense for you, call 
or visit a financial advisor today.

Titans take big win 48-12
Complete performance on all facets of the game leads Tri-County to first win of the year
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.co,

OAKLAND — The 
Tri-County football team 
came out of the gate on fire, 
scoring early and often en 
route to a dominating 48-12 
win over Blue Ridge Friday at 
Titan Field.

After a tough opening two 
weeks of the IHSA football 
season, the Titans were back 
home on Friday night in 
Oakland to officially begin 
Lincoln Prairie Conference 
play hosting the Blue Ridge 
Knights.  

This was the first ever meet-
ing on the gridiron for these 
two teams as Tri-County 
hoped its first win while Blue 
Ridge came into the contest 
undefeated at 2-0.  

The Titans utilized their 
speed and power in all facets 
of the game jumping out to an 
early lead and never looked 
back taking the win.

After the teams traded 
opening possessions, the Ti-
tans struck big with 4:15 left 
in the first quarter as Mitch 
Pollock found Dameon 
Bolton on a beautiful deep 
pass. Bolton did the rest for an 
exciting 56-yard touchdown.  
Fillippo Bosio added the extra 
point to make the score 7-0. 

Late in the first quarter, the 
Titans struck again as Bran-
don Royer made an incredi-
ble lunging catch in the back 
of the end zone keeping both 
feet in bounds for a nine yard 
score with 32 seconds left.  
Bosio once again nailed the 

extra point and Tri-County 
had a 14-0 lead after 12 min-
utes of play.

The air attack continued 
in the second quarter for 
Tri-County. After a Blue 
Ridge punt, with 8:25 left in 
the half, the Titan combina-
tion of Pollock and Royer 
connected on the next play  
for a 62-yard score.  Bosio 
once again converted the ex-
tra point and the Titans were 
up 21-0.  

With 53 seconds left in the 
half, the Knights finally capi-
talized building off a muffed 
snap and converting for a key 
first down earlier in the drive 
and getting the ball down 
to the Titans nine yard line. 
Kight quartewrback Brady 
Masengale found Zach Ste-

phens for a 10-yard touch-
down pass.  The failed two-
point conversion making  the 
score 21-6.  

The Titans didn’t waste 
anytime picking up another 
score as eight seconds later 
Daniel Drake found a hole 
down the near sideline to 
scamper 67-yards for a score 
with 45 seconds left in the 
half.  The Titans then convert-
ed as Pollock translated a bad 
snap on the extra point try 
and found Royer in the end 
zone to make the score 29-6.  

The Titans went into the 
locker room at halftime with 
a lead for the first time this 
season.

In the third quarter, Drake 
went to work again thanks to 
a long opening drive by the 

Titans, running into the end-
zone from four yards out with 
7:02 left.  Bosio once again hit 
the extra point and Tri-Coun-
ty had a 36-6 lead.  

The Titan special teams 
then got into the act as Bolton 
received a punt at the Blue 
Ridge 40 yard line and went 
down the far sideline ran it in 
for a touchdown at the 5:54 
mark.The extra point failed 
making the score 42-6.  

With 3:03 left in the third, 
Blue Ridge struck again with 
Masangale throwing a 59-
yard touchdown pass. The 
two-point conversion failed 
to make the score at 42-12 
heading into the final quarter 
of play.

Early in the fourth quarter, 

Mayo 
gets first 
seed

SLAMMING THE DOOR ON CASEY

Suzanne Wright/The Prairie Press

 Lady Tiger Sarah Wells winds up for a strike against two Casey-Westfield defenders in the Thursday night, Sept. 12, Little Illini 
Conference match against Casey-Westfield.  

Paris is off to a hot start
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris Lady Tiger volleyball team 
used several strong performances this 
past week to retain its undefeated re-
cord. 

The Lady Tigers were able to mark 
victories over Georgetown-Ridge 
Farm, South Vermillion and Little Il-
lini Conference rival Casey-Westfield.

Pris Head Coach Christy Pinkston 
noted the challenge of being a member 
of the Little Illini Conference is pres-
ent each night. 

“This conference has always been 
very good and very competitive and 
you can not go into a week expecting 
to beat a team because of their record,” 
Pinkston said. “Every night you have to 
be ready to play at a high level because 
anyone can win.” 

On Thursday evening, the Lady Ti-
gers got out to a quick start against the 
visiting Casey-Westfield, Lady War-
riors, winning the contest in straight 
sets 25-14, 25-16. 

Emma Pinkston led the team with 
eight kills while adding two service 
aces, three digs and a block. Lizzie 
Rouse followed up Pinkston’s perfor-
mance with seven kills, two aces and a 
block. Sarah Wells tallied six kills, one 
ace and two digs. Payton Block led the 
team with 24 assists through the two 
sets. 

Lady Tiger volleyball is 
undefeated at 6-0 so far

Suzanne Williams/The Prairie Press

Lizzie Rouse attempts to tack another kill against Casey-Westfield defenders 
Thursday evening at Paris High School. The Lady Tigers are off to a 6-0 start on the 
season and travel to Shelbyville today for a tournament.See VOLLEYBALL, Page 11A

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Mayo Redbird base-
ball team picked up two 
more victories this past 
week — and was seeded 
first in the IESA Class 2A 
regional at Salt Fork.

The Redbirds, coached 
by Colton Dosch, took the 
top seed in the regional 
to be played at Sidell. Sec-
ond seed is Salt Fork while 
Arthur is the third seed, 
Georgetown in the fourth 
seed, Tri-County the fifth 
seed and Villa Grove the 
sixth seed. 

Mayo will play the 
winner of the George-
town-Tri-County game at 
10 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 21. If 
the Redbirds win, they will 
play for the regional cham-
pionship at 4:15 p.m. Mon-
day, Sept. 23 in Sidell.

MAYO 14, TRI-COUNTY 0
HUME — Mayo Red-

bird baseball team hit the 
road on Tuesday to face 
Tri-County and came away 
with a 14-0 victory.

With the victory, Mayo 
improves to 8-3 on the sea-
son with regionals looming 
next week.

The visiting Redbirds 
wasted little time in lighting 
up the scoreboard scoring 
three runs in the first, six in 
the second and two more 
in the third to cruise to the 
win.

Parker Underwood dou-
bled to right on the first 
pitch of the game, then 
came home on a single by 
Jackson Rigdon. Ethan Curl 
was hit by a pitch to put two 
runners on with just one 
out. It appeared Tri-Coun-
ty might escape the scor-
ing threat, but an error by 
the shortstop allowed two 
more runs to score without 
the ball being put in play.

In the second inning, 
Mayo scored six times with-
out the ball leaving the in-
field. Three batters were hit 
by pitches, another walked 
and the Titans committed a 
pair of errors leading to the 
scoring floodgates to open. 

No Mayo batter had 
more than one hit on 
the day, but every starter 
reached base at least once. 
Curl and Underwood each 

See MAYO, Page 11A

See TITANS, Page 10A
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English Toffee

Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Reuben, Chips & Drink   $6.25
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Girls tennis off to 4-2 start
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris tennis program 
has used a combination of 
hard work and experience to 
establish themselves early on 
the Illinois high school ten-
nis scene, jumping out to a 
4-2 start in 2019. 

Head Coach Stefan Aydt 
is confident that the group, 
which consists of multiple 
seniors, will only continue 
to get better as the season 
progresses. 

“We have a strong group 
of girls and they have start-
ed this year well,” Aydt said. 
“There is still stuff that we 
are working to improve and 
getting better at each week 
so they will continue to grow 
as the season goes.” 

Paris got out to a quick 
start on Thursday, rolling 
past Marshall with an 8-1 
win. In the singles division, 
Kendall Mathews won the 
No. 2 spot 6-3, 6-1. Chloe 
Waltz won the No. 3 posi-
tion with a 6-2, 6-4 victory. 
Sarah Isaf was decisive in the 
No. 4 spot, winning 6-1, 6-0. 
Jenna Gates won the No. 5 
position easily 6-2, 6-0 while 
Emma Campbell won the 
No. 6 spot 6-4, 6-2. Kaitlyn 
Mathews was the lone Tiger 
to fall on the day, dropping 
the No. 1 singles spot 6-2, 
6-1.  

In doubles, Mathews and 
Isaf won 1-6, 6-3, 10-4 at the 
No. 1 spot. Ke. Mathews and 
Waltz won the No. 2 match 
6-2, 6-0. Gates and Camp-
bell rounded out the dou-

bles play at No. 3 with a 6-4, 
7-6(5) win. 

The team struggled in its 
conference matchup with 
Robinson this past Tuesday, 
falling 8-1. 

Sarah Isaf picked up the 
sole win of the day for the 
Tigers at No. 4 singles. De-
spite suffering losses in the 
remaining matchups, Aydt 
looked for positives in what 
the team learned in playing 
consistently talented oppo-
nents. 

Last week, the Tigers trav-
eled to Champaign where 
they took on St. Thomas 
More at the Atkins Tennis 
Center, home to the Illini 
tennis teams. 

Kaitlyn Mathews took the 
No. 1 singles spot for Par-
is, falling 6-2, 6-1. Kendall 
Mathews was at the No. 2 
singles position, falling to re-
turning state qualifier Noelle 
Schacht 6-3, 6-3. 

Paris got its first win of the 
day from Chloe Waltz at No. 
3 singles, beating returning 
state qualifier Ashley Mills 
handedly 6-2, 6-3. 

Sarah Isaf secured another 
point for Paris at No. 4 singles, 
winning her match 6-2, 6-1. At 
No. 5 singles, Jenna Gates beat 
out her opponent 6-2, 6-2. 
Emma Campbell wrapped up 
singles play at the No. 6 spot, 
winning 6-3, 6-1. 

With a substantial 4-2 
lead heading into doubles 
play, Paris needed just one 
win to secure the team vic-
tory. Isaf and Ka. Mathews 
took up the No. 1 doubles 

spot, falling to St. Thom-
as More 4-7, 6-3, 5-10. 
Ke. Mathews and Waltz 
were victorious at the No. 
2 doubles spot, winning 
5-7, 6-2, 10-3. The No. 
3 doubles team of Gates 
and Campbell were the 
first group to finish, win-
ning their matchup 6-3, 
6-1 to clinch the match 
victory for Paris. 

The strong start for the 
Tiger tennis team can be 
credited to the amount of 
work that the senior-driv-
en class has put in. 

With the Little Illi-
ni conference schedule 
looming over the near fu-
ture for Paris, Aydt knows 
that there are plenty of 
challenges to come. 

“The LIC is a really 
tough conference for ten-
nis and the bulk of some 
of our toughest competi-
tion will be played in our 
conference,” Aydt said. 
“We are excited for what 
is to come though and 
these girls are going to 
continue to work.” 

Goals of a winning sea-
son and an LIC title are 
still in a manageable grasp 
for the Tigers, and achiev-
ing both would be a fit-
ting exclamation point on 
the careers of the senior 
leaders of the team. 

“It has been so much 
fun to watch these girls 
play tennis through the 
years,” Aydt said. “I am ex-
cited to see them go after 
their goals this season.” 

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

the Titans put an exclama-
tion point on the game using 
the ground game as Lane 
Bisby took the ball down the 
near side for a 21 yard touch-
down run.  The two-point 
conversion failed making the 
eventual final score 48-12 in 
favor of Tri-County.  It was 
the type of performance that 
Head Coach Brian Anderson 
said was the shot in the arm 
his team needed.

“We just kind of over-
whelmed them a little bit,”  he 
said.  “I don’t know if that was 
the plan, but we had some 
success early, so we just kept 
riding it.  Drew Bevill did a 
nice of walling being physical 
with number 11 (Zach Ste-
phens of Blue Ridge).  The 
pressure was key.”

Anderson also talked about 
how this win could be the 
momentum builder going 
forward later on in the season.

“We needed a feel good 
game,” he added.  “I wouldn’t 

have cared if it was by one or 
whatever it ended up.  Mitch 
(Pollock) threw it well.  I 
probably put a little too much 
pressure on him.  I think he 
was a little more relaxed to-
night and just threw the ball, 
and some timely balls and big 
plays .  Dan (Drake) and Lane 
(Bisby) were both physical 
runners, and that is kind of 
why we changed some things 
up on offense to kind of high-
light those two.”

Daniel Drake had ten car-
ries for 168 yards and two 
scores while Mitch Pollock 
was a perfect 4 for 4 for 145 
yards and four scores.  Bran-
don Royer had two catches 
for 71 yards and two scores.

Brady Masangale led the 
Knights going 7 of 16 passing 
for 129 yards and two scores.

The Titans (1-2 overall, 1-0 
Lincoln Prairie) will travel to 
Decatur on Friday for LPC 
action against the Decatur 
LSA Lions.  

Kickoff is set for 7:00 p.m. 
at Lutheran School Associa-
tion.

Tiger golfers impressive
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

OLNEY — Richland 
County Country Club was 
the site of the Olney Invita-
tional Friday afternoon, Sept. 
6 and the Paris Tiger golf 
team had yet another impres-
sive finish.

The Tiger golfers finished 
in third place, behind only 
Carmi and Sullivan. 

Carmi finished with a 
team score of 330, Sullivan 
had 332, and the Tigers tied 
with Olney at 344 — only 14 
strokes back of the champion. 
However, in the case of a tie, 
the fifth Tiger score was pit-
ted against Olney’s fifth score 
and the Tigers claimed third 
place via the tiebreaker. 

In all, 12 teams competed in 
the event with the host team, 
Robinson, Lawrenceville and 
Flora also representing the 
Little Illini Conference.

Luke Bradley and Dawson 
Watson led the way for the 
Tigers as each player fired 
an 85. Nipping at their heels 
was Chance Westerfield with 

an 86. Reese Wagoner and 
Mitchell Worrell shot an 88 
each. 

One of those 88’s helped 
propel the Tigers to their 
third-place finish as Olney’s 
fifth-place scorer finished 
with a 94.

The depth that coach Chad 
Gann has been talking about 
all Fall finally came to fruition 
on Friday. “We have a much 
deeper team than most every 
team we compete against, 
which gives greater room for 
error,” the Paris coach noted.

TIGERS DOMINATE
ROBINSON — On Tues-

day, Sept. 10, the Tigers par-
ticipated in a tri-match with 
Robinson and Marshall at 
Quail Creek Golf course in 
Robinson. 

Paris dominated the match 
with a team total of 153 while 
Robinson came in second 
with a 183. Marshall finished 
with a 206. 

Paris was led by Nathan 
Minnis with a 1-over par 37 
to claim medalist honors. 

Closely behind him was Luke 
Bradley with a 38. Mitchell 
Worrell and Dawson Wat-
son each shot a 39 to put all 
four Tiger scorers in the 30’s. 
Chance Westerfield and Re-
ese Wagoner each shot a 42. 

For the girls, there were not 
enough players for any school 
to post scores, but Kaitlyn 
Coombes shot a 48 and Car-
ah Colvin shot a 49 in an ex-
hibition match.

Paris will finish up day two 
of the Mattoon Invitational 
today before heading back 
into action next week. 

The Tigers will welcome 
Casey and Lawrenceville to 
Eagle Ridge golf course on 
Monday for a tri-match be-
ginning at 4 p.m. On Tues-
day, Marshall, Salt Fork, and 
Westville will descend on 
Eagle Ridge in a quad-match 
starting at 4 p.m. 

One week from today, the 
Tigers will host the annual 
Paris Invitational with golfers 
from all over the area partic-
ipating. Play begins at 8:30 
a.m.

BY TIM HENDERSHOT 
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

OAKLAND — The 
Tri-County volleyball team 
hosted Arcola Thursday win-
ning the Lincoln Prairie con-
ference matchup in three sets, 
25-10, 21-25, 25-10. 

Tri-County used domi-
nant net play in the opening 
set with the combination of 
Kaylenn Hunt and Cailynne 
Phillips to keep Arcola on its 
heels to easily win 25-10. 

Tri-County got out to a 7-0 
lead in the second set before 
a furious rally by the Purple 
Riders cut the Titan lead to 
just 11-10.  The Titans kept 
the lead up to 17-14 until a 
4-1 rally by the Riders tied 
the set at 18-18.  Arcola cap-
italized on several costly Ti-
tan errors to take the second 
frame 25-21. 

Tri-County got out to a 
17-2 lead in the final set, 
wearing down the Riders and 
taking the set 25-10 to win 

the match and grab their first 
LPC win.

Kaylenn Hunt finished 
with 11 kills and three blocks 
while Izzy Carroll added sev-
en kills and seven digs.  Cai-
lynne Phillips had four kills, 
three blocks, five digs, and 
five aces and Meila Eskew 
dished out 26 assists.  Madi-
son Shirley finishes with nine 
digs and Chelli Hall had eight 
digs.

The Titans (4-2 overall, 1-1 
Lincoln Prairie) will host the 
Marshall Lions in non-con-
ference action Monday at 6 
p.m. 

HERITAGE STUNS TITANS
 Tri-County volleyball took 

on Heritage in the Lincoln 
Prairie Conference opener 
Thursday. Sept. 5, falling 25-
20, 25-17. 

The Titans were coming off 
of a bounce back win in Ca-
sey on Tuesday night while 
the Hawks had won three 

straight.
The Titans had not lost a 

regular season conference 
match the past three seasons. 
However, the host Hawks had 
other plans taking the first set 
25-20, before building on that 
momentum for a 25-17 win in 
the second set.

Kaylenn Hunt finished 
with nine kills. Cailynne 
Phillips added six kills in the 
loss.  Melia Eskew had 17 as-
sists and five digs.

Two days before the loss to 
Heritage, the Titans played 
against Casey-Westfield. The 
group used a strong push in 
the first set to win 25-17 be-
fore taking the second set of 
the night 25-14. 

Kaylenn Hunt finished 
with twelve kills and two 
blocks. Melia Eskew had a 
strong game as well, grabbing 
14 assists.  Chelli Hall had a 
successful night, adding three 
kills while Cailynne Phillips 
had four aces in the win.. 

TCT volleyball takes victories

TCT golf 
notches 1st  
victory
BY TIM HENDERSHOT 
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

WINDSOR — The 
Tri-County golf team  trav-
eled to Windsor/Steward-
son-Strasburg Wednesday, 
securing its first win of the 
2019 season.

As the nine hole round 
concluded, the Titans were 
boosted by three golfers 
in the top five to take a 40 
stroke win over the Hatch-
ets 190-230.  Holden Kile 
won his first individual title 
of the season with a birdie 
and several pars to card a 42. 

Jacob Knofsky had his 
best round of the year, fin-
ishing second with a 45. 
Krayten Willison had his 
best score of the season with 
a 48. Mike Thomas carded a 
55 and Josh Hunt finished 
with a 61. 

The Titans will be back in 
action on Monday at 4:15 
p.m. at Ironhorse Golf Club 
in Tuscola in a quadrangular 
match with the host Tuscola 
Warriors, Shelbyville Rams, 
and St. Teresa Bulldogs. 

Mayo softball advances in IESA regional
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Mayo middle school 
softball team went 1-2 in its 
contests over the past week, 
with several offensive strug-
gles making themselves pres-
ent at time for the Lady Red-
birds. 

MAYO 6, CHAMPAIGN FRANKLIN 1 
The Mayo softball team has 

continued to play at a high lev-
el, beating Champaign Frank-
lin 6-1 on Wednesday in the 
opening game of the Class 2A 
regional at Paris High School.

After a sluggish start 

through the first two innings 
of the game, the Lady Red-
birds exploded for six runs 
in the third inning. The team 
used that lead to carry it to a 
decisive 6-1 victory. 

Kenzi York, Emma Sand-
ers, Peighton Smith, Cloe 
Thompson and Morgan Gann 
all scored a run in the contest. 
Smith led the team offensively 
with two hits and two RBI as 
well. 

Smith led the Lady Red-
birds in the circle, pitching 
all seven innings for Mayo. 
Smith gave up just four hits 
and one run while walking 
three batters and striking out 
12 batters. Of the 115 pitches 
thrown by Smith, 70 of them 
were strikes. 

CASEY-WESTFIELD 20, MAYO 4 
What appeared to be an 

evenly matched contest 
quickly escalated out of the 
control of the Lady Redbirds, 
as Mayo dropped its Tuesday 
contest with Casey-Westfield 
20-4. 

Both teams got out to a 

strong start at the plate, man-
aging to bring one runner 
home each in the first inning. 
Casey-Westfield used some 
hot hitting in the second in-
ning and paired it with several 
Mayo errors to push their lead 
to 7-1 after the top of the sec-
ond inning. 

Mayo was able to answer 
back, but with no real reso-
nance behind it, being out-
scored 19-3 in the final four 
innings of the game. 

Lauren K. led the team 
in scoring, finding her way 
to home plate twice in the 
matchup. Natalie B. managed 
two hits and two RBI in the 
contest. Emma Sanders was 
the starting pitcher for the 
Lady Redbirds, going 4 1/3 
innings and giving up 14 hits 
and 18 runs, 11 of which were 
earned. 

Sanders walked six batters 
while striking out five. Smith 
came in as relief in the fifth 
inning, going 2/3 innings and 
giving up two hits and two 
runs while striking out two 
batters. 



BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

CHRISMAN – Traditions 
in sports are often unique 
and understood in a realm of 
their own, with no one loving 
them more than the athletes 
themselves. This includes 
willingly running through 
a cross-country course that 
weaves its way through a pas-
ture riddled with cow pies. 

The Chrisman Cow Chip 
Classic cross-country race 
is an annual tradition that is 
marked on the calendar each 
year and beloved by the run-
ners who partake in it. 

“It is a great event and it al-
lows so many opportunities 
for those that run in it,” Chris-
man athletic director Derrick 
Zerrusen said. “We had 30 
teams take part this year and 
it was one of the biggest in the 
history of the race.” 

With 444 high school 
athletes from across central 
Illinois making the trek to 
Chrisman to run in the race, 
it is one of the largest annual 
cross-country meets in the 
area. Runners throughout Ed-

gar County also took part in 
the contest, with some strong 
performances making their 
names known. 

In the female division of the 

Cow Chip Classic, Isabel Ar-
thur of Marshall, took fourth 
place in the first flight of run-
ners with a time of 19:26.67. 
Arthur, who finished with 

a pace time of 6:29/mile, 
used her time to finish fourth 
overall at the event. Brook-
lyn Bender of Marshall was 
in the second heat of the day, 
finishing second with a time 
of 20:06.07. Her pace was at 
6:42/mile on the day. 

Paris was also able to field 
several strong competitors 
as Kaitlyn Coombes finished 
in sixth place in the second 
heat with a time of 22:22.72 
at a pace of 7:27/mile. Trinity 
Tingley finished in 10th place 
in the third heat of the day 
with a time of 23:50.99 with 
a pace of 7:57/mile. 

In the fifth heat of the Clas-
sic, Marshall’s Ally Compton 
used a 21:58.75 time and 7:19/
mile pace to finish seventh. 

Grace Hopper of  
Tri-County, finished sixth in 
the seventh heat of the com-
petition, finishing with a time 
of 22:51.98 and a pace of 
7:37/mile. 

The course used for the 
Cow Chip Classic in unique 
in more ways than just the ob-
stacles provided by the cows. 
It is one of few cross-country 
courses that offer a complete 
view of the course for the par-
ticipants and spectators. 

“This is a special event and 
it has become really well-

known among anyone that 
is involved in cross-country,” 
Zerrusen said. “It is also re-
ally cool that, even in a small 
town, this race draws so many 
people here.” 

In the boys division of the 
contest, Marshall’s Dylan 
Stillwell finished tenth in the 
opening heat with a time of 
17:26.06 at a pace of 5:49/
mile. Stillwell barely beat out 
teammate Ben Ross who was 
in the second flight. Ross fin-
ished in seventh place with a 
time of 17:26.24 at a pace of 
5:49/mile. 

Jeffery Bennett finished 
17th in the opening heat for 
Paris with a time of 20:13.04 
and a pace of 6:44/mile. Wy-
att Rich also took 17th in the 
second heat with a time of 
19:43.54 at a pace of 6:34/
mile. 

Chrisman’s Eli Johnson was 
13th in the third heat of the 
day with a time of 18:55.65 
and a pace of 6:18/mile.

Tri-County’s Ross Petty at 
14th in the third heat with a 
time of 19:07.36 with a pace 
of 6:22/mile. 

Marshall’s Jon Green fin-
ished in ninth in the fourth 
heat with a time of 18:47.01 
and a pace of 6:16/mile. 

The race proved to be an-
other classic adventure for the 
runners as they maneuvered 
their way through cow pies 
and pastures, all while phys-
ically exerting themselves to 
the highest degree. 

“There were so many great 
performances this year and it 
was really exciting to watch,” 
Zerrusen said. “There is a lot 
of talent here and a lot to look 
forward to for these athletes.” 
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Offer ends 
Dec 31

to schedule your FREE in-home consultation
CALL BY DECEMBER 31
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Also visit your local showroom.
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Paris Bowl

Fall & Winter Fun
For all Youths

USBA Sanctioned

Saturday Mornings   10:00 a.m.
Meeting for all parents & youth: Sept. 14 & 21

Sign up  • Meet & Greet

What your youth could receive with Bowling
Fun weekly competition • Trophies & Awards 

• Life-time sport • Tournaments

First week of League Bowling is 
Sept. 28

HUGE Living Estate Auction-Paris, IL
14.98 Country Acres with Home, Buildings & Pond. JD 
Tractors & Attachments, Ford Trucks, Trailer, Welders, 
Quality Tools, Guns & Safe, Knives, Pool Table, Pinball 

Machine, Antique Stove & Personal Property   

Saturday, Sept. 21st – 9:30 AM Central
Auction Location: 14019 E 400N Rd., Paris, IL

Full listing & pictures at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Cow Chip Classic attracts 444 runners

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A Tuscola runner eyes one of the obstacles that makes compet-
ing in the Cow Chip Classic at Chrisman High School a special 
challenge for cross-country runners.

Annual event has 
become well-known 
among runners WE HAD 30 TEAMS TAKE  

PART THIS YEARS AND IT WAS 
ONE OF THE BIGGEST IN THE 

HISTORY OF THE RACE.”
DERRICK ZERRUSEN

CHRISMAN ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

VOLLEYBALL
FROM PAGE 9A

Wednesday was another 
busy evening for Paris as the 
team hosted South Vermil-
lion, beating the Wildcats in 
straight sets 25-11, 25-13.

Pinkston and Rouse led the 
attack for the Tigers again, 
with the two collecting a 
combined 13 kills. 

Pinkston led the team with 
seven kills and the lone block 
of the game while painting 
the South Vermillion back-
court with four service aces. 

Rouse had six kills and one 
dig. Wells had two kills and 
two aces. Block had two kills 
on her only two attempts 
with three aces and 16 assists. 
Burger had one kill to pair 
with her three aces on the 
evening. 

The Tigers started their 
week on the right foot on 
Monday, traveling to George-
town-Ridge Farm and win-
ning 25-22, 25-15. 

Pinkston grabbed a team-
high nine kills in the contest, 
four digs and two aces. Rouse 
had seven kills against the 
Buffaloes to go along with 
two blocks and one dig. Wells 
and Burger each had four kills 
and two aces, with Wells also 
digging up four balls. Block 
had 23 assists, three digs and 

one ace. 
After beginning its 2019 

campaign 6-0, Pinkston 

wants to ensure that the team 
remains levelheaded despite 
its success. There are multiple 

outside factors that can im-
pact an undefeated team, with 
one of the biggest being the 
pressure that builds the fur-
ther a group goes undefeated 
in a season. 

“We have gotten out to a 
good start this year and that 
paired with playing a lot of 
games and other factors can 
be mentally draining,” Pink-
ston said. “The girls have to 

block out those things though 
and must come out ready to 
play their game.” 

This weekend features an-
other tough test for the Tigers 
as they take on the Shelbyville 
Invite. 

Paris will begin with group 
play against Shelbyville, Ca-
sey-Westfield and New Ber-
lin. Pinkston is excited for the 
challenge the invite will pro-

vide for her team. 
“The girls are going to play 

multiple games in a very short 
period of time and we are go-
ing to see what they are made 
of,” Pinkston said. “We need 
to have the mental strength 
though to come out and play 
the best that we can.” 

Paris plays today at the 
Shelbyville Invite at 9:30 
a.m. 

The Prairie Press 

Emma Pinkston rises up while focusing on the ball in the team’s 
matchup with Casey-Westfield Thursday evening at Paris High 
School.

MAYO
FROM PAGE 9A

had a double and scored three 
runs, Christian Miller had an 
inside-the-park home run  and 
drove in four, Brody Sanders 
had a single and a pair of RBI’s, 
Rigdon had a hit and an RBI, 
Marcus Mitchell, Drew Rog-
ers, Payton Lankster, and Park-
er Sanders added a hit each. 

MAYO 12, ARTHUR 10
ARTHUR — On Thursday 

afternoon, the Redbirds trav-
elled to Arthur and returned 
with a huge come-from-be-
hind victory by the score of 
12-10. 

Mayo gave up seven runs in 
the bottom of the first inning 
while allowing just two hits. 
Three errors and four walks by 
the Redbirds put them behind 
the eight ball early on. But, 
in the top of the third inning, 
the Redbirds crawled their 
way back into the game. They 
scored six runs on just three 
hits and took advantage of con-
trol problems from the Arthur 
pitchers and a pair of errors to 

draw within a run at 7-6.
In the top of the fourth in-

ning, the Redbirds tied the 
score without the benefit of a 
base hit. Christian Miller drew 
a one-out walk, then stole sec-
ond base. He came in to score 
on a passed ball to tie the game 
at 7-7.

Mayo finally found their 
hitting groove in the fifth. 
Gabe Roush led off the inning 
with a walk and it appeared he 
would be stranded as the next 
two batters made outs. Jackson 
Rigdon singled to put runners 
at the corners with two down, 
then Brody Sanders singled 
to bring home both runners. 
Sanders would eventually 
score on a wild pitch to give the 
Redbirds a 10-7 lead. That lead 
would be short-lived, however, 
as Arthur tied the score in the 
bottom half of the fifth to knot 
things at 10-10.

Ty King led off the sixth with 
a walk and a steal of second. He 
advanced to third on a sacrifice 
bunt, then came home to score 
on a suicide bunt by Drew 
Rogers to give the Redbirds 
the lead for good. 
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Everyone loves Chrisman Days 
ALL PHOTOS GARY HENRY/THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Jeremy Lawson and his son, Kristopher Lawson, work as a team to get their Jonah Fish Fry meal to 
the table during the Chrisman Days Celebration.

Stephanie Stratton and daughter, Finley, do a turn in the cake-
walk during the Chrisman Days Celebration.

Lisa Taylor of Chrisman and her grandson Harvey B. Taylor had a good time at the Chrisman Days 
Celebration tractor show. She consciously chose an Oliver for the boy to sit on because her father 
drove an Oliver tractor, without a cab, to Washington, D.C., as part of the 1969 farm protest over 
low crop prices.

Joe Hoult works the griddle, under the careful supervision of 
sidewalk superintendents, to make pancakes for the Chrisman 
Area Community Club’s Pancake and Sausage Breakfast.

Chrisman Area Community Club members Bessie Butler, left, 
and Diane Williams, right, stay busy selling prize tickets for the 
community club drawing.

Conner Hood has his game face on as he competes in another round of the kiddie pedal pull at 
the Chrisman Days Celebration.

Chrisman resident Christina Moran drives her John Deere 
tractor, accompanied by Preston Moran, into the show area at 
the Chrisman Days Celebration. She said the 1940 john Deere is 
a family heirloom. Her grandfather purchased it new and it has 
remained in the family since then.

Jeremy Edwards of Waynestown, Ind., raises dust behind his 
modified tractor in the Chrisman Days tractor pull.

It’s not just the big boys that can play at the Chrisman Days 
tractor pull. One lane of the pull is devoted to garden tractors.

Lindsey Franz, a member of the Chrisman-Georgetown-Ridge 
Farm cross-country sports cooperative runs in the Sept. 7 Cow 
Chip Classic at Chrisman High School.

Beverly and Terry Weger made it through the line at the Chris-
man Days Jonah Fish Fry and are ready to enjoy a meal.

Logan Crawford, left, and Bella LaBaume, right, found a unique 
place to watch the doings in the park at the Chrisman Days 
Celebration.

Tractors came in all sizes for the tractor show at the Chrisman 
Days Celebration. Local tractor aficionado Billy Joe Moore owns 
the little John Deere 1944 Model LA. He said this compact 
tractor was popular with small farmers doing patch crops or 
raising tobacco. A yellow-painted version was used for mowing 
state highways. 
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The Instant Pot can turn all-day recipes into the work of an hour, greatly simplifying school night meals.

I’ve been looking at the activity and 
sports calendars for our area schools 
and quite frankly, I don’t know how 
Moms and Dads do it.

Not only are they 
running kids to practic-
es and games, they’re 
trying to keep up with 
the laundry — includ-
ing the uniforms found 
in the laundry nearly 
every night.

On top of that they 
really don’t want to 
go through the local 
fast food restaurant 
or order out for pickup again not only 
because it’s tough on the budget, but 
they want the family to eat healthy.

Take it from a carboholic, friends, 
there are ways to get to the games or 
practice and have a healthy meal for 
everyone.

My weeknights are crammed with 
meetings to cover or getting articles 
ready for the next edition of The Prairie 
Press. But on weekends — especially 
when rehearsals for the Mayo musical 
I started — I put the best purchase I 
ever made for the kitchen to work: my 
InstaPot.

“Oh no,” some are probably thinking, 
“not another lunatic raving about the 
wonders of that Instant Pot contrap-
tion.”

I, too, was initially skeptical of the 
Instant Pot, but I’ve come around.

In a nutshell, it’s a pressure cooker, 
which is a device that cooks food by 
heating liquid to boiling, which forms 
steam within a sealed pot. The steam 
cooks the food rapidly and also forces 
liquid into it, which increases moisture 
and helps quickly tenderize cuts of 
meat. Once it’s done cooking, the steam 
vents out of the pot through a valve on 
the top.

I remember the pressure cooker my 
mom had but the only thing I can ever 
remember her using it for was to can 
tomatoes or green beans.

Quite frankly, I was scared of that 
contraption because my mom told 
stories about so-and-so blowing a hole 
in the ceiling when the little thing on 
top blew off.

But I digress.

NANCY
ZEMAN
COOKING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY

Get an A on weeknight food
CHEESY TACO SKILLET

Ingredients
1 lb lean ground beef
1 large yellow onion, diced
2 bell peppers, diced
1 12 oz. can diced tomatoes with green 

chilis
1-2 large zucchinis, diced
2 tbsp taco seasoning
3 cups baby kale/spinach mixture, this 

sounds like a lot but it cooks down to a 
small amount, optional

1 1/2 cup shredded cheddar and jack 
cheese

green onions, to garnish

In a large pan, lightly brown ground beef 
and crumble well. 

Drain excess fat.
Add vegetables and cook until browned. 
Add canned tomatoes, taco seasoning, 

and any water needed for taco seasoning 
to evenly coat mixture (up to 1 tbsp- the 
liquid from the tomatoes will help).

Add greens and let fully wilt
Mix well.
Cover with shredded cheese and let 

cheese melt - about five minutes (some-
times it helps to cover the pan with a lid to 
melt the cheese faster.)

When cheese is melted, serve over a 
bed of lettuce, rice, or in a taco or burrito!

Garnish with green onions if desired.

SLOW-COOKER LEMON PEPPER 
CHICKEN

Ingredients
3 tablespoons butter 
8 bone-in skin-on chicken thighs (2 1/2 to 

3 lb total) 
1 teaspoon lemon pepper
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons finely chopped garlic
1 cup Progresso™ chicken broth (from 

32-oz carton)
2 teaspoons grated lemon peel and 2 

tablespoons lemon juice (from 1 large 
lemon)

2 tablespoons cold water
2 tablespoons cornstarch
Cooked white rice, if desired

Spray 3 1/2- to 4-quart slow cooker 
with cooking spray. 

In 12-inch nonstick skillet, heat 1 ta-
blespoon of the butter over medium-high 
heat. Season chicken with 1/2 teaspoon of 
the lemon pepper and the salt. Place half 
of the chicken thighs skin-side down in 
skillet; cook 4 to 5 minutes or until skin is 
golden brown and chicken releases easily 

from surface. Turn chicken over; cook 2 
minutes. Repeat for remaining chicken.

Layer chicken thighs, skin-side up, 
inside slow cooker; sprinkle with garlic. In 
2-cup measuring cup, mix chicken broth, 
lemon peel, lemon juice and remaining 1/2 
teaspoon lemon pepper; pour over chick-
en thighs. Cover and cook on low heat 
setting 3 to 3 1/2 hours or until chicken is 
tender (at least 165°F).

Remove chicken to serving platter; 
cover and keep warm. In small bowl, mix 
water and cornstarch; beat with whisk 
into cooking juices in slow cooker. Cover 
and cook on high heat setting 20 to 30 
minutes or until slightly thickened and 
bubbly around edges. Stir in remaining 
2 tablespoons butter. Serve sauce with 
chicken and cooked rice.

See WEEKNIGHT, Page 9B

Skip was a teenager I 
admired as an exceptionally 
nice kid.  He was blessed as 

handsome, 
mannerly, 
energetic 
and hard 
working.  

One of 
his loves 
was farm 
work, 
especially 
perform-
ing hay 
operations. 

The lad was strong and 
could toss bales all day long. 
He drove tractors safely and 
dependably. Cutting and 
stacking hay and straw were 
two of his specialties.

Academically, the kid was 
seriously challenged. Sub-
jects like history, grammar, 
literature, science, com-
puters – whatever – were 
difficult. It’s doubtful if Skip 
would’ve earned passing 
grades in high school if not 
for a couple of teachers and 
the head football coach.  

He did excel in industrial 
arts, however. And football. 
The coach strongly encour-
aged him to study and earn 
passing grades. The reward 
was a very happy boy, an 
all-conference tight end and 
linebacker, and a role on a 
championship team.

I’ve heard educators ar-
gue for two types of schools 
– the academic kind, 
plus trade schools where 
students can concentrate 
on carpentry, mechanics, 
painting, cosmetology, and 
so on. Skip would’ve thrived 
at a trade school.

When he was 16, I 
challenged him with a bet, 
wagering he couldn’t name 
10 U. S. states. He bit, but 
lost, managing to name only 
three. He knew Indiana, his 
home state, Illinois, where 
he worked and Kentucky, 
where his grandparents 
lived. Others he named 
with clues. 

His response to my 
teasing was, “I can’t see how 
knowing the states will earn 
me any money.” Valid point.

Skip joined the U.S. Navy 
upon high school gradu-
ation, becoming a heavy 
equipment operator in the 
Seabees. His specialty was 
handling cranes. He loved 
every day of his four-year 
obligation.

“I’m very successful,” he 
says.  “I own a home, have a 
nice family and enjoy good 
friends, but I almost blew it 
when in high school.  I don’t 
hesitate to tell about it.”

As previously mentioned, 
his motivation to succeed in 
school was inspired mostly 
by his football coach. Once 
football ended during his 
senior year, he let up on 
studies for a while. He’d 
saved a fair amount of 
money from job work, 

Lessons 
learned the 
harder way

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD  
CODGER

See CODGER, Page 2B

My dad bought our first 
television in the late 1950s. 
It was a black and white 
model 
held 
prisoner 
by the 
antenna 
and ad-
justing its 
rabbit ears 
required 
finesse 
and a big 
helping of 
patience.

But my dad never quali-
fied for patience. He made 
a try at it, but his efforts 
never quite met civilized 
standards. His solution, hav-
ing exhausted his volcanic 
temper, was to slam the 
thing.

I learned more profani-
ties from Dad as he beat the 
television into some sort of 
semblance of submission. 
In those days, televisions 
across the land were abused 
as men vented their frustra-
tions.

Our initial reception 
carried with it an orchestra. 
Of course, we were mes-
merized, and it had nothing 
to do with music. The only 
person inclined in that 
direction was my mom.

She ripped through 
honky-tonk on her battered 
piano, but never read a note. 
She played any instrument 
at hand, an art escaping 
all other members of the 
family. 

Dad bought a guitar one 
time and made an effort 
to conquer it. When that 
failed, he smashed it on a 
table. He smashed a lot of 
things during his lifetime. It 
was his nature.

Our mom had an aver-
sion to Catholicism, which 
was not always the case. 
My great-great-great-grand-
dad, an Irish immigrant, 
fiercely embraced the faith. 
Whatever her malevolent 
inclination toward the pope, 
it did not exclude fascina-
tion with Bishop Fulton 
Sheen. The bishop was 
keenly intelligent, funny and 
charismatic. Sheen attracted 
a huge television audience.

Golfing became a big 
sport on television: Sam 
Snead, Gary Player, Billy 
Casper, and others graced 
the screen. While switching 
channels one afternoon, 
Dad came across a golf 
tournament.

He regarded golf as below 
the dignity of any self-re-
specting, rugged man. In 
time, his attitude changed, 
and changed dramatically. 
He liked Snead and Player, 
but denigrated Casper.

The disease affected him 
to the point of obsession. 

Dad’s idea 
of golf 
required 
ducking

HARRY 
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER 
LOOK

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

Last March NASA sched-
uled the first ever all female 
space-walk but four days be-
fore the event it was canceled 
and a male astronaut was 
substituted. The reason was 
NASA did not have enough 
space suits of the proper size. 
Both women needed a medi-
um or small and only one me-
dium was available. 

Actually none of the space 
suits in use really fit women. 
Padding and other wardrobe 
adjustments are needed but 
the suits still don’t really fit. 

More than fashion, it’s a 
safety issue. Outside the space 
station, the suit is an astro-
nauts only protection. Suits in 
use are all based on a 40-year 
old design and built to fit what 
NASA calls the reference 
man. That mysterious guy is 
responsible for more of our 
everyday experiences than 
people realize.

Also in March, at the same 
time as NASA’s PR disaster, 
Caroline Perez published 
“Invisible Women: Exposing 
Data Bias in a World Designed 

for Men.” She meticulously 
laid out how the failure to 
collect gender balanced data 
affects women in everything 
from medicine to snow re-
moval. The results range from 
inconvenient to deadly. 

Starting with room tem-
perature, most offices are five 
degrees too cold. The for-
mula to determine centrally 
controlled HVAC systems 
is based on the 1960 resting 
metabolic rate of a 40-year-
old, 160-pound man. Wom-
en have slower metabolisms. 
While most female employees 
dress in extra layers, it has im-
pacted productivity for half a 
century.

Men are 50 percent more 
likely to have an automobile 
accident but when one occurs 
women are 17 percent more 
likely to die and 47 percent 
more likely to suffer serious 
injury. Car safety features are 
based on the 50th percentile 
average man. The driver’s seat 
and controls fit the male body 
proportions. Women must sit 
too close to the wheel to reach 

the pedals, making the air bags 
far too close. Women don’t fit 
the control compartment.

C l i n i c a l 
drug trials are 
carried out 
using men. 
The result has 
been a phar-
macy full of 
prescription 
m e d i c i n e s 
that don’t 
work as ef-
fectively for 
women. 

Clinical diagnosis also suf-
fers. Symptoms for serious 
health issues show gender 
differences which medical 
professionals have not usually 
been trained to differentiate. 
Heart attack symptoms of 
chest pain and pain radiating 
down the left arm are male 
symptoms but used univer-
sally in diagnosis. A woman 
suffering a heart attack is more 
likely to feel nausea, short-
ness of breath, back pain and 
fatigue. They are less likely 
to seek help and are misdiag-

nosed when they do.
A 2017 study by the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania found 
men are 23 percent more like-
ly to be resuscitated through 
CPR. A CPR training manikin 
is anatomically a man. In train-
ing, practice hand position 
and compressions are skewed 
toward the male chest.

Law enforcement issues 
body armor to protect per-
sonnel but those Kevlar vests 
are designed to reference man 
proportions. Policewomen 
find them uncomfortable and 
poorly fitting due to difference 
in upper body proportions. 
Female officers tend not to 
wear them and when they do 
the vests often shift, ride up 
and fail to give good coverage 
of vital areas. 

The US military started re-
cruiting women in 2016 for 
combat roles in elite units. 
The military did a better job 
of sizing helmets to protect 
the head, but failed below. An 
army marches on its feet and 
boot sizes were made short-
er for female soldiers but did 

not account for the narrower 
foot and higher arch of wom-
en leading to undue wear and 
tear on their feet.

Apple just announced the 
new iPhone 11 series and like 
most SMART phones it fits 
the hand of reference man. 
The female hand averages an 
inch smaller making it impos-
sible for many women to hold 
and use a phone in one hand. 
The phone is inconvenient but 
industrial design can be life or 
death for a product. Similarly, 
surgical tools are not sized, or 
even available, to fit the female 
hand. A female surgeon has to 
make due with male tools and 
mid-operations they experi-
ence more hand cramps and 
fatigue.

Sexism exists in the most 
unexpected places, like snow 
removal. Sweden did an anal-
ysis of snow removal practice 
finding them aligned to male 
commuting patterns. Men 
have regular hours and drive 
directly to work then home. 
Snow removal starts with 
main roads by cleaning them 

first into and back out of busi-
ness districts. Side roads and 
sidewalks are left for last. 

Women’s commuting pat-
terns are different. They are 
more likely to have childcare 
and family responsibilities. 
Their driving pattern is home 
to a center, often on a side 
street, then to work. After 
work, they deliver children to 
activities. They depend on the 
sidewalks to push a stroller 
or move children. Slips and 
falls coming into emergency 
rooms are more likely wom-
en. Sweden tried reversing 
the snow removal pattern and 
injuries showing up at the ER 
dropped markedly.

Google has the reputation 
of having the best voice rec-
ognition software with Ap-
ple’s SIRI close behind. Soft-
ware algorithms are tweaked 
through testing voice samples 
and testers checking yes or 
no for correctness. Through 
adjustments they refine the 
accuracy of the artificial intel-
ligence systems. 

Deeply-rooted bias across society makes women invisible

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR  
SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B
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1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441

Ford

Your new

adventure 
awaits at Dorsett!

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 09/18 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 09/20:Thur 09/19:
Italian beef,
hashbrown 
casserole &

choice of salad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Sat 09/21: Route 1 Road Trip, Taco salad w/cup of 
creamy tomato soup, soups, sandwiches, salads

Always
Homemade!

Route 1 Road Trip 
Crumb coated

 ranch chicken,
baked potato,

green beans & roll

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

North American Lighting, 
Inc. (NAL) recently signed a 
gift agreement with the Lake 
Land College Foundation to 
provide funding for an annual 
NAL Scholarship for Excel-
lence.

“North American Lighting 
has made a commitment over 
the last few years to invest more 
into the local schools and col-
leges within our footprint,” said 
Chad Thompson, Corporate 
General Manager of Human 
Resources at NAL. “In order 
to support our mission to be 
an employer of choice, we must 
support continuing education 
opportunities for our potential 
team members of the future.”  

NAL designated this fund 

for students pursuing a de-
gree or certificate in the field 
of business or technology at 
Lake Land College. The annu-
al gift of $6,000 will be divided 
equally between two selected 
students each year.

Scholarship applications for 
the 2020-2021 academic year 
are due at the Foundation from 
Nov.1 until Feb. 1, 2020. The 
first $3,000 scholarships will be 
awarded in the spring of 2020 
for the following fall semester.

“Lake Land College appreci-
ates North American Lighting’s 
continued partnership, and 
its enduring support in build-
ing a skilled workforce for our 
community,” said Josh Bullock, 
President of Lake Land Col-
lege. “The scholarship NAL is 
establishing further demon-

Special to The Prairie Press
North American Lighting is funding two scholarships at Lake 
Land College starting with the 2020-2021 school year. Left to 
right, Kirk Gadberry, NAL President and COO; Chad Thomp-
son, NAL General Manager of Corporate Human Resources; 
Mike Bohannon, President of Lake Land College Foundation; 
and Jacqueline Joines, Lake Land College Executive Director 
for College Advancement.

NAL creates scholarship at Lake Land
strates its commitment to the 
growth and prosperity of the 
region.”

Scholarship applications and 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS  

The Paris Lions Club is 
again bringing the Lions of 
Illinois Foundation’s Mobile 
Retinopathy Screening Unit 
and Mobile Hearing Unit 
during Honeybee weekend.  

Both units offer free screen-
ing services that can serve 
with early detection of med-
ical issues that can benefit 
from prompt treatment.

Local Lions members 
urge anyone experiencing 
unusual thirst, unexplained 
weight change, shortness of 
breath, fatigue and or vision 
changes to visit the Retinop-
athy Screening Unit, because   
these issues may be the early 
signs of type 2 diabetes. 

Technicians use a 
non-mydriatic camera with 
digital imaging capability to 
photograph the retina. This 
test for diabetes does not re-
quire fasting like a blood test. 
It is also used for the detec-
tion of macular degeneration.  

The digital images are 
subsequently reviewed by 
professional staff at Illinois 
Retina Associates, who will 
notify any individuals exhib-
iting symptoms of these ret-
inal diseases and encourage 
those people to seek addition-
al ophthalmologic assistance.  

The hearing screening is 
a test to determine if a per-
son’s hearing is within normal 
limits. With early detection, 
many of those experiencing 
hearing loss are able to re-
ceive the assistance needed 
to maintain a better quality 
of life.  

Visitors to the Honeybee 
Festival are welcome to uti-
lize one or both of these free 
services provided by the Par-
is Lions Club. To learn more 
about what Lions of Illinois 
Foundation helps provide the 
community, visit www.lions-
clubs.org. More information 
about the Paris Lions Club is 
available on Facebook:  Paris 
IL Lions Club.   

Paris Lions bringing free 
screenings to Honeybee

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Lions Club is sponsoring a return visit of the mobile 
hearing and vision labs to the Honeybee Festival. The free 
screenings can provide early warning of type 2 diabetes, macu-
lar degeneration and hearing loss.

He bought a set of clubs for 
himself and me, despite my 

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

and bought a right nice 
used pickup truck with 
sweet-sounding mufflers.

“Another thing I did,” he 
laments, “was to display my 
independence by smoking 
cigarettes. I bought one of 
those fancy chrome cigarette 
lighters with a fliptop. And to 
prove my manhood, I began 
drinking beer with a rowdy 
crowd on weekends. Trouble 
was – and I mean big trouble 
– I was driving around town 
one night with a couple of pals, 
showing off my driving skills 
while under the influence, and 
jumped a curb out of control. 
My pickup skidded sideways 
across a lawn, and crashed into 
a house.  

“Fortunately no one was 
injured or killed, but the truck 
was a total loss. The house suf-
fered considerable damage. To 
make matters worse, the res-
idential owner, a good friend 

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, engage-
ment, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@prairiepress.net or mail 
The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

MILESTONES

Aiden Michael Craig was 
welcomed into the world by 
his parents Shawn and Katy 
Craig of Paris at 8:19 a.m. 
Aug. 16, 2019, at Sarah Bush 
Lincoln Hospital, Mattoon. 
The child weighed 7 pounds, 
10 ounces and was 20-inches 
at birth. The grandparents are 
Cheryl Craig of Paris, Roger 
Spesard of Paris and Mary 
Ann Spesard of Altamont. 

Craig family birth
additional information can 
be found online at lakeland-
college.edu/scholarship-op-
portunities/.

reluctance to go to war with 
him. We fought enough 
over checkers, Monopoly 
and chess, and occasionally, 
engaged in fisticuffs.

We played on the old golf 
course on the grounds of 
Eastern Illinois University, 
and spent a lot of time in 
the brush. Everyone spent 
a lot of time in the brush on 
that remote cousin of a real 
course.

As readers are aware, my 
dad had a terrible temper – 
the kind that drives a man 
to bend a club around a 
tree or throw it into a pond. 
It got so bad the church 
nearby sent its preacher out 
to admonish my old man.

We played a number of 
times on the EIU course. 
Its excuse for a green was 
a band of sand, similar to 
mini-golf courses. It might 
not have been so bad if we 
had carried sledgehammers.

The first time we played a 
course in Savoy, we used the 
sledgehammer approach on 
the green. The ball landed 
somewhere north of Chica-
go – maybe Detroit. They 
did not have golf carts then, 
and the game was slow.

On one occasion, we 
played 36 holes straight - we 
got done about midnight. 
Fanaticism has never been 
exclusive to terrorists, which 
I think about from time to 
time.

Dad asked his younger 
brother, Roy, to play one 
fine day in January when 
the wind was howling and 
temperatures plunging. My 
uncle, being very apprehen-
sive, declined.

I miss those days.
(Harry Reynolds is a 

retired editor and columnist 
from the Mattoon Journal 
Gazette and Charleston 
Time-Courier. He now writes 
columns for the fun of it, in 
which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A quilt made by the Par-
is Bee Quilters Guild and 
submitted to the Hopes and 
Dreams Quilt Challenge 
for ALS is currently ranked 
among the top 10 on the 
Hopes and Dreams website.

The public can go to hope-
sanddreams.quiltersdream-

batting.com/home to cast 
votes for a favorite quilt. The 
voting period is Sept. 12 to 
Sept. 26 and results will be 
announced on the Hopes & 
Dreams for ALS Facebook 
page.

The quilts in the compe-
tition are also available for 
purchase on the Hopes & 
Dreams Etsy page.

Local quilt guild joins the 
Quilt Challenge for ALS

Special to The Prairie Press
This quilt made by the Paris Bee Quilters Guild was submitted 
to the Hopes & Dreams for ALS online quilt competition. People 
can vote for a favorite quilt until Sept. 26 at hopesanddreams.
quiltersdreambatting.com/home.

of my dad, was none other 
than the chief of police. I 
was arrested and transport-
ed to jail in handcuffs as my 
parents observed.”

Needless to say, Skip 
was thoroughly humbled 
and embarrassed. His best 
friends, however, especially 
his coach, parents, and yes, 
even the police chief, all 
inspired him to continue 
studying for high school 
graduation.  

The U.S. Navy wasn’t 
impressed when he joined, 
but they gave him the 
opportunity to control 
his destiny, which he did 
successfully. The Seabees 
offered a bonus to re-enlist. 
He chose civilian life.  How-
ever, he did compromise 
and spent 16 years in the 
Navy Reserve.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at 
The Prairie Press, 101 N. 
Main, Paris, Ill., 61944.) 

“We take your results seriously...We guarantee it!”
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over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
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Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an 
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Abraham Lincoln never met 
his grandchildren, since he 
was assassinated before any of 
them were born. Given the op-
portunity, they may not have 
been especially interested in 
meeting him, either.

Taken as a group, the 
Lincoln grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren were few 
in number and a rather mixed 
lot. Many were unlike their fa-
mous ancestor, often shunning 
the Lincoln legacy in favor of 
their own interests and cushy 
lifestyles. 

“I don’t think they were 
much like Lincoln,” said Wayne 
Temple, a nationally recog-
nized Lincoln authority from 
Springfield. “I don’t think that 
all of them were that interested 
in being connected to Lincoln. 
Some of them didn’t seem to 

care much about it.” 
Lincoln had three grandchil-

dren, all the product of Robert 
Todd Lincoln, the only one of 
the president’s four sons to live 
to full maturity. First was Mary, 
born in 1869 and named for 
her grandmother,presidential 
widow Mary Todd Lincoln. 
The girl was more commonly 
known by her nickname, “Ma-
mie.” Next was Abraham Lin-
coln II, born in 1873 and better 
known as “Jack,” followed by 
daughter Jessie in 1875.

The Lincoln grandchildren 
grew up with plenty of advan-
tages. A captain of industry, 
Robert Lincoln was an influ-
ential Chicago lawyer who 
later spent 14 years as pres-
ident of the Pullman Palace 
Car Company. Robert Lincoln 
also served as Secretary of War 
from 1881-85 and minister 
to England from 1889-93. He 

was frequently mentioned as 
a presidential candidate, but 
showed no inclination to run. 

His eldest daughter, Mary, 
was the third of the name in 
the line, following her grand-
mother and mother, also 
named Mary. She married her 
father’s personal secretary, 
Charles Isham, in 1891 and 
was a trusted confidant to her 
father, handling some of the 
family’s personal papers before 
her death in 1938. 

While some descendants 
distanced themselves from the 
Lincoln legacy, Jack embraced 
it. A bright boy with a keen in-
terest in military history, Jack 
even tried to sign his name like 
his famous grandfather. 

Loved by all, Jack was once 
playing baseball in Chicago 
when he broke a neighbor’s 
window. Angry, the neighbor 
demanded his name. When 

Jack replied “Abraham Lin-
coln,” the neighbor reportedly 
said, “Don’t you lie to me.”

Jack was attending school in 
Versailles when he suffered a 
rather mundane cut on his left 
arm in November 1889. The 
wound became severely in-
fected, and Jack languished for 
four months before his death in 
March 1890 at age 16. 

The loss devastated his par-
ents, and Jack was buried in the 
Lincoln Tomb in Springfield. 
Robert, too, had expected to 
be buried there, but after his 
death in 1926, wife Mary de-
cided he should have his own 
place in the sun. She ordered 
her husband buried at Arling-
ton National Cemetery, and 
Jack’s remains were exhumed 
and moved there in 1930. The 
decisions did not sit well with 
some, particularly in Spring-
field.

Jessie, meanwhile, married 
three times, beginning with her 
November 1897 elopement to 
her first husband, Iowa Wes-
leyan football player Warren 
Beckwith, whom her father 
disliked. A chronic problem 
to her dad, Jessie was always 
asking him for money, loans, 
and favors. She was eventually 
disinherited from the sprawl-
ing Lincoln summer estate in 
Vermont, Hildene, and had 
an open affair in her second 
of three marriages. She died in 
1948.

“In reading Robert’s letters, 
I think she was a disappoint-
ment to him,” said Temple. “I 
mean, the way she ran off and 
married that football player, 
and the way she lived. I think 
she really disappointed him.”

Three great-grandchildren 
of President Lincoln were 

Raised in Lincoln’s shadow
Lincoln’s grandchildren did not all embrace his legacy; no surviving descendents today

See LINCOLN, Page 4B

PROLIFIC PILOT CAME FROM CHRISMAN

Special to The Prairie Press

The AT-6d Warbird that Alan G. Samford owned and flew every chance he could. This type of plane was used from World War II 
into the 1970s for training military pilots.

BY DANNY BRISENO
dnl.briseno@gmail.com

The birth of a child creates a new, un-
written adventure book. 

Certainly Clyde and Viola Samford 
of Chrisman were unable to predict the 
future of their son Alan G. Samford, 
born May 1, 1951. The boy grew up en-
countering the typical small town ex-
periences and graduated second in his 
1969 class at Chrisman High School.

Samford’s career path started af-
ter he entered Purdue University as a 
Professional Pilot Technology major. 
He earned a pilot’s license in 1970 and 
graduated from Purdue in 1973 with a 
3.48 GPA and as a member of the Phi 
Eta Sigma Honorary Scholastic Frater-
nity.

While in college, Samford worked 
part-time for Vercoa Air Service Inc. as 
a first officer on commuter flights and 
was hired by The Flying Tigers Line 
after graduating Purdue. Flying Tigers 
was a pioneering air freight business 
founded by Robert William Prescott, 
who was a pilot with the famed Flying 
Tigers combat unit of early World War 
II.

Flying Tigers Line merged with Fe-
dEx in 1988 and Samford became a 
FedEx pilot, heading up several com-
mittees including the grievance com-
mittee. He was active in the Air Line 
Pilots Association (ALPA) union for 
airline pilots and was the Local Execu-
tive Council (LEC) chairman at New-
ark, N.J. Eventually due to many divi-
sions in the union, Samford stepped 
down as chairman of the union and let 
someone else take over.

Samford never forgot his roots while 
flying the big cargo planes. Early in his 
career, between flights with Flying Ti-
gers, Samford returned to Chrisman 
and worked as a Cessna 310 captain 
and flight instructor at Bowman Avia-
tion in Paris. He held another side job 

of flying airmail for Hamilton Aviation 
in Hamilton, Ohio, from January to 
August of 1976.

Flying was Samford’s first love but 
he also had other interests. While still 
piloting, he returned to school at Se-
ton Hall University in New Jersey and 
graduated in 1990 with a Juris Doctor-
ate degree. He was admitted to the Illi-
nois Bar Association and opened a law 
office in Chrisman. 

Another interest was horse racing. 
He loved horse racing so much he 
bought a filly, named her Lass Trump, 
and raced her for two years. The filly 
ran 18 races, won 10 and never finished 
less than third. Following her racing 
career, the horse became a brood mare 
but only one of her foals found success 
on the track.  

Following his love of flight, Samford 
bought a North American AT-6d. He 
regarded the World War II era trainer 
a sheer thing of beauty. Owing a vin-

tage warbird was a dream come true 
for Samford, and there was not a time 
when he did not love to fly that per-
fect machine. He was always willing to 
take a passenger up with him, although 
some said once was enough. 

Samford flew many types of air-
planes during his career: the DC-8, 
B-747, B-727 and the DC-10. Al-
though one could say his favorite was 
his own AT-6d Warbird. He was a 
member of the Experimental Aircraft 
Association (EAA) Warbirds of Amer-
ican and Warbirds of the World, which 
are organizations dedicated to keeping 
vintage military aircraft flightworthy.

In 1998, Samford received terrible 
news when he was diagnosed with 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis or ALS. 
The disease progressed faster than 
normal, and he succumbed to Lou 
Gherig’s Disease July 8, 1999, ending a 
true legacy in Edgar County’s aviation 
history.

Local man loved flying

Special to The Prairie Press

Alan G. Samford poses for a picture sitting on his motorcycle and excited about 
life.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Freedom of speech, reli-
gion and the press. The right 
to assemble, bear arms and 
due process. These are just 
some of the first 10 amend-
ments that make up the Bill 
of Rights. But they weren’t 
included in the original U.S. 
Constitution, and James 
Madison, the bill’s chief 
drafter, had to be convinced 
they belonged in the coun-
try’s supreme law.

Madison was actual-
ly once the Bill of Rights’ 
chief opponent. In his book, 
“The Oath and the Office: 
A Guide to the Constitu-
tion for Future Presidents,” 
Corey Brettschneider, a 
political science professor 
at Brown University, writes 
that when the founding 
father entered the race for 
Congress as a candidate for 
the state of Virginia in 1788, 
the issue of whether Amer-
ica needed a Bill of Rights 
was a dominating campaign 
issue.  Madison argued it 
was unnecessary and per-
haps even harmful.

His reasoning? “He con-
sidered his work crafting the 
Constitution so thorough 
that there was nothing to 
amend: Article I limited the 
powers of Congress, and 
Article II constrained the 
president. A Bill of Rights 
was redundant at best — 
and dangerous at worst,” 
Brettschneider writes.

Madison and many of the 
framers also worried that an 
explicit guarantee of rights 
would be too limiting.

Virginians, however, 
didn’t trust that Article I 
and Article II would protect 
their rights, and demand-
ed such a bill, according to 
Brettschneider. Madison, 
partly for political survival, 
eventually campaigned on 
introducing a Bill of Rights. 

Tony Williams, senior 
teaching fellow at the Bill of 
Rights Institute, says Thom-
as Jefferson, through a series 
of letters written from Paris, 
helped persuade Madison 
to change his mind, as well.

“A bill of rights is what 
the people are entitled to 
against any government on 
earth, general or particular, 
and what no government 
should refuse, or rest on 
inference,” Jefferson wrote 
to Madison in a letter from 
December 20, 1787.

But more importantly, 
Williams says, Madison 
wanted to quell the opposi-
tion of the anti-Federalists 
to the new government by 
proposing a Bill of Rights in 
the First Congress. 

Madison, tasked with 
writing the new amend-
ments, addressed some of 
his concerns by including 
the Ninth Amendment, 
that states rights are not 
limited to those listed in the 
Constitution, and the 10th 
Amendment, which limits 
the federal government’s 
powers to those granted 
specifically in the Constitu-
tion and its amendments.

Drawing on Mason’s Vir-
ginia Declaration of Rights, 
as well as Britain’s Magna 
Carta and other documents, 
Madison introduced the Bill 
of Rights in Congress on 
June 8, 1789, and it was rati-
fied on December 15, 1791. 

Madison 
argued 
that Bill of 
Rights was 
unneeded

Rosie and I have been 
involved in several birthday 
celebrations for the last 
month 
and I have 
almost lost 
track of 
when we 
are going 
where. 

We have 
bought 
presents 
like mad 
and 
picked out 
birthday cards for so many 
people in our family. I am 
really no expert picking out 
the perfect card or selecting 
the right gift. Rosie will 
select a card or two or three 
and  gives me one at a time 
and asks me to choose 
which one is the best. 

The first thing I do is 
ask her if the card has the 
correct heartfelt words in 
it, or if we are selecting one 
that is funny or downright 
insulting. It then gets a little 
tricky ’cause I have to think 
about the person and if 
they need a loving hug in 
words, a get well card or do 
we want to give a dose of 
humor? 

If I could find a card that 
reads, “Are you 39 again 
this year and how many 
times have you been in that 
condition?” that is the best 
I could do. 

We may remember what 
card we got from a specific 
person on our birthdays. 
Sometimes we play nice or 
conversely give them a card 
that is a little insulting by 
suggesting they need a dose 
of castor oil. 

I have a son-in-law that I 
think highly of, but some-
times I open a card or pres-
ent from him very slowly 
because it might knock my 
socks off. Rosie and I return 
the favor and especially like 
to get him something in a 
card or present that shows 
how much we love him 
even if in very strange ways.

Last week we gave our 
great-grandson one of those 
very large birthday cards 
that are about two feet 
square. When he opened 
it up he kind of looked at 
it like he wondered what 

Being 
thankful for 
birthdays

See STANLEY, Page 4B

ROGER 
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE



4B |  SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2019   |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netHISTORY

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Win VIP tickets to see
ELTON JOHN’s final Indy

concert ever plus $500! Register
to win at wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!
*Internet access service and charges not included. Frontier does not warrant that the service will be error-free or uninterrupted. Nest products: Additional $9 shipping fee per Nest device. Nest products must be purchased with 
new Internet service or eligible Frontier Secure services. Taxes, governmental and Frontier-imposed surcharges, minimum system requirements and other terms and conditions apply. Nest®, Nest Learning Thermostat™, Nest 
Protect™, Nest Cam™ and the Nest logo are trademarks or service marks of Nest Labs, Inc. ©2017 Frontier Communications Corporation

You can’t get BS from a buffalo.™

*Internet access service and charges not included. Frontier does not warrant that the service will be error-free or uninterrupted. Nest products: Additional $9 shipping fee per Nest device. Nest products must be purchased with 
new Internet service or eligible Frontier Secure services. Taxes, governmental and Frontier-imposed surcharges, minimum system requirements and other terms and conditions apply. Nest®, Nest Learning Thermostat™, Nest 
Protect™, Nest Cam™ and the Nest logo are trademarks or service marks of Nest Labs, Inc. ©2017 Frontier Communications Corporation

Save with Frontier Internet Bundles
Pay one price for two great services: high-speed Internet and a 

full-featured home phone

Call today and pay less

855-594-4414

Serious speed! 
Bundle and save today
Simply Broadband Max

6 Mbps + Free Wi-Fi Router + 1 Year Price Lock

Per Month
With Qualifying 
Phone Service1999

BROADBAND ULTRA + PHONE + SECURE

12 Mbps + Free Wi-Fi Router + 2 Year Price Lock
Protect Your Identity, Devices & Files

Per Month6797

  

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT
in our 

classified ads!
CALL TODAY!

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Start with
Savings

 

2 FOR
 $25

BlueDEF® Diesel Exhaust Fluid
Must buy 2 • 2.5 Gal   OWI DEF002

LINCOLN
FROM PAGE 3B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

At 9:37 a.m. Sept. 11, 2001, 
the hijacked American Airlines 
Flight 77, sliced through three 
light poles in the Pentagon 
parking lot before slamming 
into the first floor of the build-
ing and exploding in a fireball, 
instantly killing 125 people 
inside the Pentagon plus all 64 
passengers onboard, including 
the five hijackers. 

While the act was horrific 
and all the losses on that day 
were devastating, structural 
damage analysis revealed the 
death toll at the Pentagon 
could have been far worse, if 
not for some critical engineer-
ing decisions made 60 years 
earlier. 

Construction of the Penta-
gon began, ironically enough, 
Sept/ 11, 1941. While Amer-
ica had not yet entered World 
War II, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt knew he needed 
a home base for impending 
military operations near the 
nation’s capital.  

Steel was rationed for the 
war effort, so the Pentagon 
was built almost entirely of 
reinforced concrete. During 
construction, no one knew it 
would become an iconic mon-
ument to U.S. military power 
— or a target. In fact, the ar-
chitects thought it was to be 
abandoned after the war and 
turned into a massive record 
storage depot. Their predic-
tion was wrong, but fortu-
itous. 

Thinking the Pentagon 
would need to store heavy 
caches of records for the long 
haul, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers built in excess 
strength and structural redun-
dancies that ended up saving 
hundreds and potentially thou-
sands of lives on 9/11. 

Donald Dusenberry is a 
structural engineer who co-au-
thored a landmark report for 
the American Society of Civ-
il Engineers on the damage 
sustained by the Pentagon on 
9/11 and the lessons learned 
from its resilience. Dusenberry 
was at Ground Zero in New 
York City just days after the 
Twin Towers fell and toured 
the Pentagon crash site a few 
weeks later. 

What he and his colleagues 
discovered after carefully doc-
umenting and analyzing the 
damage inflicted on the Pen-
tagon, was that even though 
26 first-floor cement columns 
were completely destroyed and 
15 others severely damaged by 
the fiery crash, the upper floors 
of the Pentagon didn’t collapse 
for a full 30 minutes, allowing 
survivors time to escape. 

Incredibly, not one Penta-
gon worker was killed during 
the partial collapse of the sec-
ond through fifth floors. 

An estimated 800 people 
were working in the section or 
wedge of the Pentagon where 
the impact occurred, which is 
far fewer than normal. In an 
incredible stroke of luck, that 
wedge had recently under-
gone a major renovation and 
only a fraction of the workers 
had moved back into their of-

Pentagon’s design 
saved lives on 9/11

fices. If the plane had hit any 
other section of the building 
that day, there could have 
been as many as 4,500 Pen-
tagon employees in the flight 
path. 

It’s nearly impossible to 
imagine the force with which 
Flight 77 slammed into the 
broadside of the Pentagon. 
The Boeing 757 weighed an 
estimated 82.4 metric tons 
and was traveling at speeds ex-
ceeding 530 mph, according 
to flight recorder data. 

The team’s expert conclu-
sion was that two strategic 
design decisions made 60 
years earlier kept the Penta-
gon upright. The first had to 
do with the way the concrete 
columns holding up the floors 
and ceilings were reinforced. 
Spiral rebar, they discovered, 
had saved the day. 

When building with con-
crete, steel reinforcement rods 
are embedded in the structure 
to give it added strength. In 
modern construction, a con-
crete column would likely be 
supported with widely spaced 
horizontal hoops of rebar run-
ning vertically up its core. But 
back in the 1940s, the stan-
dard was to use a continuous 
loop of tightly spiraling rebar. 

Inside the blackened and 
hollowed-out first-floor office 
space, they found severely 
bent columns where the exte-
rior layer of concrete had been 
sheared off, but the concrete 
core inside the spiral rebar 
remained intact. Incredibly, 
those deformed, sheared off 
columns were still standing. 

The second thing that held 
the Pentagon together was the 
way the flooring and ceiling 
concrete was reinforced. First 
of all, the support columns on 
each floor were spaced rela-
tively tightly, with maximum 
distances of 20 feet. So the 
concrete beams and girders 
above them only had to span 
short distances. 

And inside those concrete 
beams, the engineers had run 
long stretches of overlapping  
rebar. Dusenberry says that it 
was precisely those overlap-
ping steel supports that held 
up heavy sections of damaged 
concrete ceiling even when 
the underlying columns had 
collapsed. 

The Pentagon is a one-of-
a-kind building, a five-sided 
fortress of concrete whose ar-
chitectural style has long since 
gone out of fashion, if it ever 
was in fashion. But Dusenber-
ry says that modern architects 
and engineers can learn a lot 
from the lessons taught by 
9/11, the most important be-
ing the critical importance of 
redundancy and ductility.

Redundancy is the plan-
ning for alternative load paths 
if the primary structural ele-
ments are lost or destroyed. 
The Pentagon did this through 
tight column configurations 
and overlapping rebar in the 
beams. Ductility is the ability 
of structural elements to bend 
under extreme loads, but not 
break, as exhibited by the spi-
ral rebar in the surviving Pen-
tagon columns. 

produced, and each shared 
similar traits; they were 
wealthy, lived quietly and dis-
liked publicity. Mary Isham 
had one son, Abraham Lincoln 
“Linc” Isham who, at age 15 
in 1907, crashed Robert’s lux-
ury automobile, angering his 
grandfather. An art collector 
and musician, Linc married 
a prominent New Yorker, a 
union producing no children. 
He died in 1971. 

Jessie had two children with 
her first husband, starting with 
daughter Mary, the fourth gen-
eration with that name, who 
was better known as “Peggy.”

Peggy, who never married, 
enjoyed golf, hunting, fishing 
and car collecting. A chain 
smoker, she dressed in pants 
and men’s shirts. A friend said, 
she should have been a man. 

Indifferent to the Lincoln 
legacy, Peggy once said, “I 
don’t care much about ances-
tors,” and, “It was just luck that 
A.L. happened to be a relative.” 
She  died in 1975 at age 76. 

it really was and someone said, 
“At least it isn’t clothes to wear.” 
I believe he really liked it 
because it didn’t have smelly 
roses or quaint verses in it. It 
was almost like an action toy 
with things that popped up 
and things that whirled, but 
I think we got the message 
across that he is a special boy 
and he needed a card that was 
way different just like he is. I 
would like a card just like that 
one because some times I get 
too set in my ways and kind of 
grouchy, and I need something 
to tell me to lighten up. 

The birthday celebrations 
may not be as important as the 
actual day of birth. Hey, we 
wouldn’t be here at all and no-
body else would either. Maybe 
we need to examine that fact a 
little closer. 

I believe God needed some-
one on this Earth to help him 
take care of it. So he created the 
first birthday in his own way, 
and he then followed suite so 
that no one had to be so lonely. 
The first thing that happened 
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was man somehow figured 
more people needed to 
have birthdays and off 
civilization went from his 
command of be fruitful and 
multiply, and it was so. 

The miracle of life is so 
important to all creation or 
there would be nothing else. 
No animals, plants or even 
humanity. 

What a great gift the cre-
ator wrought with this birth 
of a child. It all started when 
the spark of creation was 
with a woman and a man. 

Maybe all mankind 
should look at the celebra-
tion of life in a little different 
way and enjoy just being 
here. Maybe man needs to 
have the birthday celebra-
tions once a year. We can 
then blow out a candle or 
two and know that we are 
important in the respon-
sibility by carrying life 
forward by living and loving 
one another. 

May that birthday candle 
shine so that we can make 
a light unto the world as we 
say thanks for letting us be 
here. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
outlook.com.) 

Her brother, Robert 
Todd Lincoln Beckwith, 
was a Georgetown law 
school graduate but never 
practiced, choosing to live 
off the family fortune. A 
self-described spoiled brat 
and self-styled playboy, 
he once said that he never 
asked Robert Lincoln much 
about his great-grandfather 
or the Civil War since he 
was not especially interest-
ed. 

Like some of the oth-
ers, he attended a few Lin-
coln-related events and do-
nated some items to various 
museums and libraries, but 
said, “I just want to live my 
own life.” 

However, Temple, who 
met Beckwith on several 
occasions, believes he was, 
“very proud of the Lincoln 
legacy. Whenever I talked 
to him, he certainly seemed 
proud of his connection to 
Lincoln.”

Beckwith died in Virginia 
on Dec. 24, 1985 at age 81, 
the last direct descendant of 
Abraham Lincoln. 

FOOTNOTES

DAR MEETING
The Walter Burdick Chapter 
of the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Rev-
olution meets 11:30 a.m. Sept. 
19, at the West Union Café. 
District VI Director Julie Barnes 
is the speaker, and the meeting 
coincides with Constitution 
Week, Sept. 17 –23.

CAHOKIA PRESENTATION
The Clark County Historical 
Society is sponsoring a visit 
by amateur anthropologist/
archaeologist Elmer A. Guerri 
and his program “The Mystique 
and the Magic of Cahokia” 
6:30-8 p.m. Sept. 26 in the Dale 
McConchie meeting room of 
the Marshall Public Library.
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Big hopes for ‘Baptism Sunday’
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

On Sunday, Sept.  8, 10 
members of a new Southern 
Baptist church on Cape Cod 
were dipped in the ocean, 
but it was not for a typical 
swim.

On Baptism Sunday, a 
newly designated day on 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s calendar, Harbor 
Church’s baptismal candi-
dates — wearing T-shirts 
decorated with an anchor and 
the church’s “Hope for the 
Journey” tagline over their 
beachwear — were immersed 
by Pastor Josh Adams in the 
waters of the Atlantic Ocean 
as a sign of their obedience to 
God.

“Baptism is a beautiful 
outward expression of an 
inward decision that people 
have made,” said Adams, who 
started his church in Hyannis, 
Mass., three years ago. 

“That opens up the door for 
hopefully those people shar-

ing their testimony from then 
on — this is what God’s done 
in my life and how he’s made a 
difference,” said Adams.

But fewer members of the 
nation’s largest Protestant 
denomination are availing 
themselves of the ritual of late. 
Reported baptisms among 
Southern Baptists have de-
clined in eight of the last 10 
years and dropped by more 
than 100,000 since 2009, ac-
cording to the SBC’S Annual 
Church Profile.

With 76 percent of constit-
uent churches contributing 
information — the annu-
al profile counted 246,442 
baptisms — it’s the lowest 
reported number since 1950. 
That compares to 349,737 in 
2009. The highest-ever re-
ported number of baptisms 
was 445,725 in 1972.

The falling numbers helped 
prompt the SBC Executive 
Committee to name Sept. 8 as 
Baptism Sunday.

In an August column in 

Baptist Press, SBC President 
J.D. Greear responded by urg-
ing Southern Baptist pastors 
to renew their focus on the 
rite that is, after all, part of 
many churches’ names.

“Baptism Sunday will be an 
opportunity for thousands of 
people in our churches to take 
their step of obedience and 
faith,” Greear wrote. “Many 
of them already know they 
should be baptized, and you 
can schedule baptism cele-
brations in advance. Other 
people in your churches may 
decide on Sept. 8th that God 
is calling them to those same 
baptismal waters.”

Baptist historian Bill Leon-
ard said that baptism has long 
been a trademark of Southern 
Baptist evangelism, but the 
plummeting numbers have 
been a source of distress for 
conservatives who have led 
the denomination since their 
resurgence, or takeover, in the 
late 1970s and 1980s.

“The lengthy declines in 

those numbers are a serious 
spiritual, demographic and 
theological crisis for the de-
nomination, so it is no won-
der that Rev. Greear is em-
phasizing baptism, also as a 
way of reminding churches 
that they should reclaim their 
emphasis on conversion and 
baptism,” said Leonard, pro-
fessor of divinity emeritus 
at Wake Forest University 
School of Divinity.

But, Leonard added, 
“While having one Sunday 
to emphasize that import-
ant ministry of the church is 
helpful, it’s a spiritual flash in 
the pan without a long-term 
recommitment to their call-
ing.”

Adams, whose Cape Cod 
church is attended by about 
320 people on Sundays, said 
he thinks the emphasis can 
make a difference.

“I think a lot of folks just 
don’t know the value of 
baptism, as churches try to 
become less traditional and 

get away from some of the 
things that people might find 
boring,” he said. “There’s 
elements like baptism that 
shouldn’t be left out. They’re 
a very important part of our 
faith.”

To help churches prepare 
for new baptisms, Gree-
ar developed a four-page 
“Baptism Service Planning 
Guide,” which has been fea-
tured since last month on the 
website of the SBC’s North 
American Mission Board, 
that notes, “the candidate 
should be able to articulate 
the gospel and explain what 
baptism means and why they 
want to do it.”

But Greear, who leads The 
Summit Church, a mega-
church in Durham, N. C., and 
former SBC President Johnny 
Hunt have been promoting 
special Sunday services as op-
portunities to welcome both 
candidates who planned to 
be baptized and others who 
respond spontaneously. They 

pointed to the impromptu 
baptisms in the New Testa-
ment as justification for mod-
ern-day, on-the-spot use of 
church baptistries.

Hunt, currently serving 
as the NAMB’s senior vice 
president of evangelism and 
leadership, also appeared 
on a podcast that was 
released Sept. 3 about the 
theological and practical 
aspects of baptisms, 
including spontaneous 
ones. He described how his 
church, First Baptist Church 
Woodstock in northern 
Georgia, makes sure it has 
robes and white T-shirts and 
shorts in different sizes to be 
ready for those who might 
come forward.

“We eliminate all excuses,” 
he said. “We have extra hair 
dryers. We have everything 
that a man or a woman would 
need to be baptized. And we 
call them spontaneously, im-
mediately. ‘Why don’t you 

Special to The Prairie Press

A Red Mass at the Cathedral of the Madeleine in Salt Lake City. A new study shows that faith can help people deal with anxi-
ety and other mental health concerns.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Lieryn Barnett sometimes is so de-
pressed, all she wants to do is sleep, she 
said. 

Other times, she’s so full of energy, 
she’ll be up in the middle of the night, 
singing or playing guitar. Or her mind 
will race at the same time her body won’t 
have the energy to do anything. 

All are symptoms of the bipolar dis-
order Barnett was diagnosed with when 
she was an adolescent.

Medication and therapy have helped 
her deal with the condition, the 29-year-
old said.

So has her faith. 
“Christ gives your life value, purpose, 

hope and eternal security. Without that 
hope I probably would not be here to-
day,” said Barnett, a member of Two 
Cities Church in Winston-Salem, N.C., 
who has written about her experiences 
with bipolar disorder, depression and 
anxiety.

A new study by the Christian research 
firm Barna Group suggests Barnett may 
not be alone in her anxiety — or in find-
ing that faith can be an asset when deal-
ing with mental health concerns.

“The church and institutions of faith 
need to be emotionally connected and 
places that are able to handle the kinds 
of emotional, mental health, anxiety-ori-
ented questions that this generation is 
bringing to them,” Barna President Da-
vid Kinnaman said. 

The study, released Tuesday, Sept. 10, 
is the research firm’s largest and its first 
global look at what it calls the connected 
generation — those from 18 to 35.

In partnership with Christian relief 
agency World Vision, Barna surveyed 
15,369 people from 25 countries, in-
cluding people from a range of faiths 
and people with no faith affiliation. The 
survey was conducted in nine languages. 

It found that 4 in 10 young adults in 
the countries surveyed report they often 
feel anxious about important decisions, 
uncertain about the future or afraid to 
fail.

Additionally, 28 percent of young 
adults report they often feel sad or de-

pressed. Of the countries that were sur-
veyed, the United States had the highest 
number of respondents who felt this 
way: 39 percent.

And 22 percent of young adults in the 
study report they often feel insecure in 
their identity.

One in five young adults surveyed met 
Barna’s definition of anxious, according 
to the research firm.  That means those 
respondents selected three of these four 
statements: “anxious about important 
decisions,” “sad or depressed,” “afraid to 
fail” and “insecure in who I am.”  

The study did not address questions 
of clinical depression or anxiety, which 
require the assistance of mental health 
professions. 

“You can see that there is this low-
grade anxiety that this generation is try-
ing to work through,” Kinnaman said.

Religion can help with that, the Barna 
president said. 

People of faith are less likely to select 
any of those statements, according to 
Barna data. Meanwhile, those who claim 
no faith are more likely to select them.

For instance, 37 percent of respon-
dents who identify as atheist, agnostic 
or none report they often feel sad or 
depressed, compared with 23 percent of 
Christians and 26 percent of people of 
other faiths.

Natasha Sistrunk Robinson, who 
spoke with Barna as it was compiling its 

report, sees that low-grade anxiety in the 
young adults she mentors. 

Sistrunk Robinson — a speaker, 
coach and consultant — said some of 
the anxiety comes from the pressure 
young adults put on themselves. Young 
adults are also dealing with questions of 
gender and race, she said. 

There is the ever-present nature of 
technology, which has left young adults 
constantly bombarded by news and 
comparing their lives to others’ carefully 
curated social media presences.

Previous generations may have navi-
gated one or two of those challenges, she 
said.

“But now you’re trying to navigate all 
of that at once,” she said. 

Sistrunk Robinson also knows that 
genetic factors play a role in anxiety, 
depression and other mental illnesses 
— and that dealing with mental illness 
often requires professional help.

She didn’t always see things that 
way. In the past, she’s encouraged 
young people dealing with mental ill-
ness to pray and go to church and have 
faith.

Now she realizes that’s not enough. 
“I think, as people of faith, we have 

to be very clear that some people need 
medical attention,” she said.

The world has come a long way in 
its understanding of mental health 

Religion and mental health
For anxious young adults, 
religion can be a wellness 
tool, suggests new study

See ANXIETY, Page 6B

Will I go to heaven or 
hell when I die? According 
to some, chances are greater 

that I will 
go to hell 
and some 
believe 
there will 
be more 
souls in 
hell than 
in heaven.

Where 
does this 
idea come 
from?

“It’s right there in scrip-
ture, plain as day,” some 
would say to me.

Matthew 7:13-14 “Enter 
through the narrow gate. 
For wide is the gate and 
broad is the road that leads 
to destruction, and many 
enter through it. But small 
is the gate and narrow the 
road that leads to life, and 
only a few find it.”

I don’t think this is a sta-
tistical statement made by 
Jesus regarding how many 
will be in heaven and how 
many will go to hell. 

Where does this idea 
come from? It’s likely in the 
words life and destruction 
found in the passage. The 
proponents of the idea that 
many will go to hell and 
few will go to heaven define 
the word life as heaven and 
destruction as hell.

Is this a fair definition?
It is certainly easier to 

define these words this way. 
It saves us from a lot of the 
work of really studying the 
scripture, context and word 
meaning and all that. It’s 
also easier for us spiritually. 
If destruction is something 
that means hell, we can put 
that off until we are ready 
to die, or we can just simply 
say a prayer and invite Jesus 
into our heart and get on 
with the work of making a 
living, sufficiently ignoring 
the real message Jesus was 
trying to make here.

I ask us to do just a 
little work here. Let’s take a 
deeper look at this passage. 
I promise, it won’t take too 
long, and it won’t be too 
hard.

First, a little context, 
the verse is part of a 
larger passage of scripture. 
Matthew 7 comes at the 
end of the great Sermon 
on the Mount. If we’re at 
least a little observant, we’ll 
notice the entire sermon is 
all about how to live in this 
life, not how to gain reward 
or avoid punishment of the 
next. Jesus came to not only 
pave the way for death, but 
to show us how to really 
live.

No need 
to wait 
for death 
to go to 
heaven

GARY
THOMAS
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 6B

See BAPTISTS, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A 15-year veteran of the 
NFL is defending New 
Orleans quarterback Drew 
Brees and Focus on the 
Family following main-
stream media criticism of 
both. 

Benjamin Watson, a 
tight end for the New En-
gland Patriots, said Mon-
day, Sept.9, the criticism 
against Brees and Focus on 
the Family was unfair and 
inaccurate. Brees faced a 
backlash after he recorded 
a video promoting Bring 
Your Bible to School Day, 
which is being held Oct. 3 
this year and is sponsored 
by Focus on the Family.

The criticism focused on 
the organization’s stance on 
LGBT issues, including its 
defense of the traditional 
definition of marriage. The 
articles that sparked the 
controversy said Focus on 
the Family was anti-LGBT.

Brees, a Super Bowl-win-
ning quarterback and the 
NFL’s all-time leading 
passer, recorded a video to 
promote Bring Your Bible 
to School Day, an annual 
event that will be held Oct. 
3 this year. 

“One of my favorite vers-
es in the Bible is 2 Corin-
thians 5:7 – ‘for we live by 
faith, not by sight,’” Brees 
says in the video. “So I want 
to encourage you to live out 
your faith on Bring Your Bi-
ble to School Day to share 
God’s love with friends. 
You’re not alone.”

Bring Your Bible to 
School Day, according to 
the event’s website, is a day 
in which, “students across 
the nation will celebrate 
religious freedom and 
share God’s love with their 
friends.

“The event is designed to 
empower you as a student 
to express your belief in the 
truth of God’s Word – and 
to do so in a respectful way 
that demonstrates the love 
of Christ,” the website says.

Participation is volun-
tary and student-led. The 
event is legal, the website 
says. 

Watson, who is known 
for his Christian views, 
previously played with 
Brees. 

“My reaction was, first, 
that the article itself was 
misleading and a mis-
characterization of Fo-
cus on the Family and of 
Drew. It was slanderous,” 
Watson said Monday on 
Fox and Friends. “And so 
my response was to stop 
lying with those sorts of 
labels.”

It is a lie, Watson said, to 

Watson 
defends 
Brees, 
Focus on 
the Family

See WATSON, Page 6B



6B |  SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2019    |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netGRACE

Come Hear

Presley 
Branson

Preaching at

New Hope Ministries
(Paris Church of God)

602 East Wood St. • Paris, IL

Contact: 217-251-7441

THIS SUNDAY!
Sept. 15

10 a.m.

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

Wine & Dine
September 17, 2019   6 p.m
Enjoy a 4-course plated meal with wine pairings 

designed and executed by Chef Kyle Posey. Join 
us for a fun-filled night of food, fellowship and wine!

Advanced purchase required. 
$40.00 per person, gratuity not included

Tickets are transferable but not non-refundable!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris

come and settle this right 
now?’ And I have been 
absolutely amazed at the 
overwhelming number of 
people that respond.”

Pastor Marc Hodges, 
of First Baptist Church 
Thorsby in central Ala-
bama, decided to mark 
the designated day a week 
early when he baptized 
three children at his rural 
church. But he wanted 
to make sure they under-
stood the meaning behind 
their actions well before 
they stepped in the water.

“It’s not that they go 
down underneath the 
water a sinner and come 
back up a saint, a Chris-
tian,” said Hodges, whose 
church draws an average of 
180 people on Sundays.

“It pictures the death 
and burial of Jesus when 
they go down into the wa-
ter, and it pictures his res-
urrection, and it points to 
the fact that you’ve been 
baptized, and you’re raised 
to walk in newness of life.”

BAPTISTS
FROM PAGE 5B

label Focus on the Family 
as anti-gay, anti-non-dis-
crimination.

“It's a shame in this 
country right now, where if 
you adhere to certain bibli-
cal beliefs that we all have 
a right to choose what re-
ligion we adhere to, you're 
labeled as anti,” he added. 
“What Focus on the Fami-
ly does is uphold marriage. 
Family is the basic building 
block of society. [Focus on 
the Family] upholds those 
things, and they're labeled 
[as] anti by other people. 
And there's an agenda 
there. And that's what real-
ly upset me.”

Brees, he added, should 
be applauded for encour-
aging children to bring 
their Bibles to school and 
do something positive.
Watson called Brees one of 
the heroes.

Watson bemoaned the 
cultural divide. He also 
encouraged Christians to 
express love more in their 
views.

“This back and forth is 
not going to end anytime 
soon,” he said. “I think it's 
incumbent upon people 
who have been attacked 
— people that are in the 
religious community — to 
say, ‘You know what, we're 
being attacked as anti, may-
be we need to love more. 
Maybe we need to express 
our beliefs in a way that is 
not as condemning.’”

Watson is working on a 
pro-life documentary that 
is scheduled to be released 
next year. The working title 
is “Before the Fall.”

He was drafted in 2004 
out of Georgia. 

WATSON
FROM PAGE 5B

since the 1990s, according to 
Rabbi David-Seth Kirshner of 
Temple Emanu-El in Closter, 
N.J. That’s when his brother 
died by suicide after struggling 
with mental illness

Kirshner said he can’t look 
past the first row of his con-
gregation without seeing 
someone dealing with men-
tal health challenges in some 
way — and it’s not just young 
adults.

“Regardless of where you 
are socioeconomically, what 
your background is, no one is 
immune to it,” he said.

Religion has a role to play 
for those dealing with anxi-
ety and other mental health 

issues, according to the rabbi.
A faith community can 

gather around a person who 
is ill, either physically or 
mentally, to provide support, 
Kirshner said. Time spent at 
the synagogue can be a refuge 
from the hectic pace of every-
day life., and prayer can help as 
well, he said. 

Kirshner pointed to what 
he called the get well prayer 
Jews have prayed for genera-
tions, which he translated as 
saying, “We pray for this per-
son to have a healing of their 
body and the healing of their 
soul and mind.”

Sense of community and 
identity have been important 
for Barnett.

“Mental illness is some-
thing that I have, not who I 

am. My identity is found in 
Christ,” she said.

She often worries about 
disclosing her illness to others 
outside her church, she said. 
There, she feels she can be 
open about her struggles.  

Nobody treats her differ-
ently there unless it is to of-
fer help when they know she 
is struggling. Her pastor has 
started to name mental illness-
es from the pulpit. And she 
feels freed by a theology that 
makes clear nobody is perfect.

And millennials, like Bar-
nett, are leading the way in 
talking about mental health 
and breaking the stigma.

“If you are brave enough, 
share your struggles — I guar-
antee you aren’t the only one 
in your church,” she said.

ANXIETY
FROM PAGE 5B

When seen in the context 
of the entire sermon, the ques-
tion becomes how can I live 
the real life or how can I live a 
life that is free of toxicity and 
dysfunction? 

I am reminded of another 
place where Jesus talks about 
the business of life. He says to 
his disciples, “I am the way the 
truth and the life…” It seems 
the very life we are looking for 
is found in the person of Jesus 
himself. He is the incarnate 
word of God who invites us to 
live the incarnate life ourselves. 
But wait, there’s more; “… the 
thief comes to… kill and de-
stroy…” We are all, everyone 
of us, invited into the real life 
that is Christ, and we are all, 

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Koinonia Circle of the 
First Christian Church has 
come up with a unique way 
to help Hope of East Central 
Illinois – a not-for-profit agen-
cy serving people in domestic 
abuse situations.

A Pretty Party is 6:30 p.m., 
Sept. 19 at the First Christian 
Church. Events during the eve-
ning include:
Allyssa Horner, a Premier 

Jewelry consultant, discusses 
how to use jewelry in the most 
flattering ways for a variety of 
body shapes and sizes.
Mary Liz Wright, a nu-

trition and wellness educator 
for the University of Illinois 
Extension, looks at ways to im-
prove appearance by adopting 
healthy eating lifestyle changes.
Beth Ruff, a Mary Kay 

consultant, demonstrates how 
lipstick and eye makeup can 
accentuate good facial fea-
tures.
Peg Dixon who serves as 

a spiritual mentor to many will 
cover the importance of spiri-
tual health to physical wellbe-
ing.
Angie Hunt, director of 

Hope of East Central Illinois, 
will discuss the organization’s 
work.

Pretty Party supports domestic abuse shelter

Special to The Prairie Press

The Koinonia Circle at the First Christian Church is hosting a 
Pretty Party to help Hope of East Central Illinois in the fight 
against domestic abuse. Front row, left to right, Audrey Stickler, 
Kendala Parkinson, Peggy Barath and Dorothy McGee; second 
row, left to right, Sue Bennett, Carol Winemiller, Donna Moody 
and Coralie Smittkamp; and third row, left to right, Saunny 
Preston, Barbara Dick, Mary Kay Bradford, Cindy Mathis and Peg 
Dixon.

At the end of the presenta-
tions, attendees may browse 
the demonstration booths 
and order products. A portion 
of all sales will go to Hope of 
East Central Illinois. Healthy 

and delicious refreshments will 
also be served.

Admission to the event is a 
new tube of lipstick or a finan-
cial donation to Hope of East 
Central Illinois.

GRACE NOTES

SEPT. 15 CAMP MEETING AT 
OLIVET
The annual Olivet Camp Meet-
ing at the Tabernacle in Olivet, 
is Sept. 12-Sept. 15. Services 
are 6:30 p.m. daily except for 
Sunday when the camp meeting 
starts at 5:30 p.m. Ted Lee of 
Olivet Nazarene University is 
the guest speaker and music 
ministry is provided by Brian 
Allen, Carlos Longberger, Don 
Reddick and talented local 
musicians. Questions may be 
directed to 217-260-3684.

SEPT. 22 PROVIDENCE FOOD 

PANTRY TO CELEBRATE 25 
YEARS
The Providence Food Pantry, 
a ministry of the Sisters of 
Providence of Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods, will celebrate 25 
years of service to residents in 
the West Terre Haute area from 
2-4 p.m. Sept. 22 with an open 
house at the pantry, 701 W. 
National Ave., West Terre Haute. 
The open house provides the 
public an opportunity to see the 
pantry and gain an understand-
ing of the work that serves 
more than 4,000 families and 
16,000 individuals in 2018.

every one of us, susceptible to 
the destruction of the thief.

Destruction in our day has 
a name, we call it dysfunction. 
Or we might also call it tox-
icity. Either way, it represents 
a life of ruin that drags others 
along in its wake. We see this 
played out in the world around 
us. We see people who are 
imprisoned to addiction and 
people who are suffering in 
painful relationships. Hurt 
people hurt people.

It is in the Sermon on the 
Mount that Jesus gives us 
instruction on how to live the 
full life he came to give. He 
also teaches us how to avoid 
the toxicity and dysfunction 
that affects everyone around 
us.

I submit to you the full life 
is heaven on Earth. Living the 
full life today, in this life, is a 
heavenly life. To live the full 
life is a life of real freedom that 
invites others out of bondage, 
out of dysfunction and toxici-
ty. It is possible to experience 
heaven on Earth. 

But the road is narrow and, 
sadly, few find it. The sinner’s 
prayer is more than just a say-
ing. There are countless people 
who will confess to having said 
the prayer, who are walking 
the wide road of dysfunction. 
I know lots of Christians who 
are more toxic than some 
non-Christians.

So, how do I enter the 
narrow path? It begins with 
the realization that I am on the 
wide path. I must be awakened 
to my own dysfunction and 
toxicity. I must realize my own 
darkness and humble myself 
before the Lord Jesus the 
Christ. I would also do well to 
read again, and again and again 

Matthew 5, 6 and 7. 
These chapters give me a 

good handle on living the life 
Jesus intended me to live. For 
the purposes of this particular 
article and the immediate need 
of my life I would do well to 
look at the verse just prior to 
the verse in question. Verse 13 
is preceded by verse 12

“So in everything, do to oth-
ers what you would have them 
do to you, for this sums up the 
Law and the Prophets.”

There it is, simple as that; 
treat others the way you want 
to be treated.

I know how I want to be 
treated. I want others to be 
kind to me, to be patient with 
me and to trust me. I want to 
be the recipient of mercy and 
forgiveness when I mess up. 
We all want these things, don’t 
we? 

There are lots of people who 
want these things. In fact, the 
path is very wide in order to 
accommodate those who want 
these things but are not willing 
to give them to others.

The narrow path is for those 
who not only want and expect 
these things but who are also 
willing give these things. 
Certainly there are less people 
who choose this path. It’s 
simply not the norm. 

Jesus tells us the way to live 
the real life he came to offer us, 
the way to experience a bit of 
heaven on Earth is to walk the 
narrow path of doing to others 
and giving to others the same 
thing you want for yourself.

(Gary Thomas is pastor at 
First Assembly of God. Email 
him at garthoma@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided 
weekly by members of the Paris 
Ministerial Fellowship.)
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The latest AccuWeather 
analysis continues projecting 
2019 corn and soybean pro-
duction is down in both terms 
of quantity and quality.

AccuWeather analysts pre-
dict the 2019 corn yield will 
be 13.36 billion bushels com-
pared to 14.42 billion in 2018, 
while the soybean yield will 
be 3.658 billion bushels com-
pared to 4.543 billion bushels 
in 2018. The August World 
Agricultural Supply and De-
mand Estimate by the USDA 
showed an estimated yield of 

13.90 billion bushels for corn 
and 3.68 billion bushels for 
soybeans.

If those estimates are real-
ized, farmers are facing the 
lowest corn yield since 2012, a 
year of significant drought that 
saw corn production numbers 
fall to 10.76 billion bushels. 
It is also the smallest soybean 
yield since 2013 when 3.357 
billion bushels came out of 
the fields.

AccuWeather is predicting 
a 7.9 percent drop in soybean 
bushels per acre from 2018 
and a 5.3 percent drop in corn 
bushels per acre

“Corn and soybeans are 
still about a week or two be-
hind where they should be, 
which makes them vulnerable 
to a frost, even if it’s on time,” 
said AccuWeather senior me-
teorologist Jason Nicholls. 
“And we think it’s a little-high-
er-than-usual probability that 
we’ll get that first frost on time.”

He added an on-time freeze 
will cause some damage but 
the long-range forecast is for 
scattered frost, which may 
avoid a widespread problem.  

“Corn and soybeans are 
both susceptible to frost,” Da-
vid Dyson said.  

Dyson is an agronomist 
for The Andersons, Inc., an 
agriculture-related company 
involved in commodity train-
ing, among other operations. 

“When soybeans encoun-
ter an early frost, they just 
stop growing and their seed 
will start to dry down,” said 
Dyson. “This results in signifi-
cantly smaller soybean seed, 
which can lead to a 20-bush-
el-per acre reduction in yield.”

 Nicholls is puzzled as to 
why farmers, knowing the 
pitfalls, planted corn so late in 
the season

“It’s surprising the farm-

ers did that, knowing they 
probably weren’t going to get 
that much and also the fact 
that they planted more acres 
means there’s more corn avail-
able, which drives the prices 
down. It’s baffling why they 
did it.”

He is not alone in failing 
to understand why the farm 
community responded as 
it did following a troubled 
spring planting season.

“We’re in uncharted terri-
tory with so much of the corn 
and nearly all of the soybeans 
planted in late May or some-
time in June,” said Emerson 

Nafziger, professor emeritus 
of crop sciences at the Univer-
sity of Illinois. 

 According to Nicholls, a re-
cent period of warmer weath-
er has helped some areas 
but not all parts of the main 
corn-growing region.

“It’s been cooler farther 
north, and it’s that area where 
they’re going to struggle to get 
to the finish line before the 
first frost,” said Nicholls. “The 
states that are farthest behind 
in corn maturity are Michigan, 
Minnesota and North Dakota 
and for soybeans it’s Missouri, 
Michigan and Indiana.”

Poor harvest is in the forecast
AccuWeather predicts small corn and soybean yields, both are at risk of frost damage due to late planting

ENROLLMENT FOR DISASTER RELIEF OPENS

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

This soybean field east of Paris appears ready for the combine. As Edgar, Clark, Coles and Douglas County farmers head to the 
fields in the coming weeks, they may now enroll in disaster relief payments from the USDA.

This summer I’ve 
received a few inquiries 
about an annual I grow, so 

I decided 
to write 
about 
a few 
common, 
yet un-
common 
plants. 
They are 
common 
in the 
sense 
one can 

easily find them as seeds 
or transplants, but uncom-
mon in that few people 
grow them.

The first, an annual and 
the source of the ques-
tions, is Cleome. What a 
great plant. It looks good 
in the back row of a mixed 
bed, nestled in a large 
container, or as a single 
specimen plant out in the 
open. A rounded bloom of 
pink, purple or white tops 
the end of each branch all 
summer long. Some flow-
er clusters are two-toned. 

Start seeds in the house 
or wait and direct sow out-
side once it warms up in 
spring. After the first year, 
volunteer plants show-
ing up on their own the 
following spring is a possi-
bility. Cleome’s common 
name is spider flower, not 
to be confused with the 
houseplant named spider 
plant.

Another wonderful an-
nual is Lantana. It spreads 
sideways so works great 
in pots peeking through 
the other plants in the 
container. The blooms are 
long lasting, and the plant 
continues to put out new 
all summer. I recommend 
buying the newer varieties 
as a transplant from one of 
the companies that trade-
mark their plants. There 
are a lot of new colors 
from which to choose.

A third annual, Man-
devilla is a tropical vine 
that never disappoints. 
It too blooms all season 
showing 3 to 4-inch pink 
blooms against glossy 
green leaves. It quickly 
climbs a trellis and then 
keeps going higher if given 
a string support attached 
to the second story of the 
house. For continuous 
blooms, give the plant 
lots of water and fertil-
izer. Mandevilla is more 
expensive than the first 
two annuals, but it can 
be over-wintered in the 
house. Cut it back to the 
main stems on the original 
trellis and keep it in a cool, 
sun lit room. Supply just 
enough water to keep it 
alive.

For a perennial ground 
cover that few homeown-
ers grow, I like Iberis, 
common name candytuft. 
It is evergreen all year ex-
cept toward the end of the 
harshest winters. When 
Iberis blooms in late 
spring, it is a solid carpet 
of white so thick it chokes 
out weeds. 

Solidago, common 

Annuals 
offer lots 
of variety

JAN
PHIPPS
MASTER 
GARDENER

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Farmers are eligible for up to $500,000 
apiece for the hurricanes, wildfires, 
floods and other disasters they faced in 
2018 and this year, including Hurricane 
Dorian last weekend, said the USDA on 
Monday, Sept. 9, with $3 billion in aid 
available. As it did in July for Trump tariff 
payments, the USDA set the maximum 
disaster payment at double the Congres-
sional limit for farm subsidies. 

The Trump administration is show-
ering the Farm Belt with cash this year, 
creating some uneasiness within the 
sector about a potential backlash. The 
USDA estimated last month that direct 
federal payments would total $19.5 bil-
lion this year, the highest amount since 
2005. The figure did not include the 
new disaster program nor a $3.63 billion 
tranche of trade-war payments possible 
in November. The first tranche of Trump 
payments, of up to $7.25 billion, is being 
paid now. 

Enrollment for disaster payments 
will began Wednesday, Sept. 11. Agri-
culture Secretary Sonny Perdue said the 
assistance will ease some of the finan-
cial strain caused by extreme weather. 
Farmers suffering damage from Hurri-
cane Dorian are eligible for aid, said the 
USDA. 

Large individual payments, whether 
for the Sino-U.S. trade war or natural di-
sasters, are justified because of the scope 
of losses, said Administrator Richard 
Fordyce of the Farm Service Agency, 
which oversees farm subsidies. “If you 
think about some of the losses that have 
been experienced by producers … I 
think this is more commensurate with 
some of the losses that some of our pro-
ducers across the country have experi-
enced,” Fordyce told reporters. 

Crop subsidies were set by Congress 
at $125,000 per person per year. The 
disaster program, called WHIP+, for 
Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Pro-
gram Plus, allows payments of $250,000 
per person per year if at least 75 percent 
of a producer’s adjusted gross income 
is from farming; otherwise the limit is 
$125,000. Since the disaster program 
covers two years, the maximum pay-
ment per person would be $500,000, 
said USDA. For this year’s Trump pay-
ments, the USDA set a limit of $250,000 
apiece for row crops, specialty crops, and 
dairy and hogs, with a combined limit of 
$500,000. 

Farm spouses are automatically eli-
gible for payments in most USDA pro-
grams, which doubles the amount a large 
operation might receive. 

“Why is Congress giving away its au-
thority to act?” asked Ferd Hoefner of 
the National Sustainable Agriculture 
Coalition, a small-farmer advocate. In 
the past, lawmakers claimed primacy 
over the design of aid programs. The ad-
ministration’s $250,00-a-year payment 
limit completely contradicts the (2018) 
Farm Bill, said Hoefner. 

Disaster aid will be available in coun-
ties that were declared primary disaster 
areas, either by the White House or 
USDA. Payment rates will be higher 
for farmers who had crop insurance 
than for those who did not. A produc-
er’s payment will be adjusted to reflect 
insurance indemnities and the value of 
the crop that was harvested. Payments 
will be made in full for 2018 claims but 
prorated at 50 percent for 2019 claims. 
Farmers would receive a second pay-
ment after next January 1 of up to 50 
percent if sufficient funding remains. 

A signup for prevented-planting pay-
ments should begin soon said Fordyce. 
The rainiest spring in a quarter century 
meant millions of acres of cropland were 
not planted this year. Payments would 
equal 10 percent of a farmer’s crop in-
surance indemnity for prevented plant-
ing plus a 5 percent bonus if the policy 
included the so-called harvest price op-
tion. Those are the most popular type of 
crop insurance. 

The disaster package includes com-
pensation for grain stored on farms and 

damaged by flooding this year and for 
milk that farmers had to dump during 
severe storms. 

Congress earmarked $3 billion for 
agricultural aid as part of a disaster bill 
passed three months ago after prolonged 
haggling over hurricane relief funds for 
Puerto Rico. 

While significant, the disaster pro-
gram is dwarfed by the billions of dollars 
the administration is putting into trade-
war payments to farmers. It disbursed 
$8.6 billion in cash to farmers and ranch-
ers for 2018 crops and livestock and says 
up to $14.5 billion is available for this 
year’s production. 

“That is a big pile of money. That is the 
point,” said President Roger Johnson of 
the National Farmers Union recently. 
Mammoth trade payments may jeopar-
dize congressional support for the farm 
bill in the future, he said. Agriculture is 
the only sector of the economy to re-
ceive trade-war payments. The money is 
drawn from a multibillion-dollar USDA 
account that Congress routinely replen-
ishes with no debate. 

Some administration officials are con-
cerned about the legal underpinnings 
of USDA’s trade-war payments, said the 
Washington Post, describing them as an 
expansive new programs without prece-
dent. 

The payments are drawn from the 
Commodity Credit Corp, created 

USDA doubles pay limit

Special to the Prairie Press

Disaster Aid has been on farmers’ minds during a year of extreme weather and 
uneasy predictions. Damage from Hurricane Dorian meets the criteria for relief, 
said Agricultural Secretary Sonny Perdue.

See AID, Page 8B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHRISMAN – Scott 
Anderson, Chrisman, was 
recently elected as a dele-
gate to the 136th annual 
American Angus Associa-
tion® Convention of Dele-
gates Nov. 4 at Reno, Nev.  

Anderson is a member 
of the American Angus As-
sociation and is one of 321 
Angus breeders elected by 
fellow members to serve 
as a representative at the 
annual meeting. Delegates 
from 42 states and Canada 
will participate in the busi-
ness meeting and elect new 
officers and five directors to 
the American Angus Asso-
ciation board.

The American Angus 
Association is the nation’s 
largest beef breed organiza-
tion, serving nearly 25,000 
members across the United 
States, Canada and several 
other countries.

This year’s convention 
features numerous sympo-
siums, workshops, technol-
ogy, real-world education 
and networking. In addi-
tion, there is a Certified 
Angus Beef brand meats 
judging contest held in 
conjunction with Colorado 
State University.  

Anderson 
selected 
as Angus 
delegate

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Tomatoes are one of the 
most commonly grown 
vegetables in home gar-
dens. While tomatoes are 
relatively easy to grow there 
are a few diseases to watch 
out for. Two of the most 
common diseases people 
encounter are early blight 
and Septoria leaf spot. Both 
of these diseases are caused 
by fungi. Consistently wet 
conditions are required for 
both of these diseases to 
develop, which we've had 
plenty of.

Early blight (Alternaria 
solani) primarily infects 
the foliage of plants, but it 
can also infect the stem and 
fruit. It appears as irregu-
larly shaped brown spots 
that have concentric rings 
(resembles a bulls-eye or 
target), commonly on older 
leaves. The spots are often 
surrounded by yellow tis-
sue. The spot can grow to 
be ¼ to ½ inch in diameter 
and will often grow togeth-
er (coalesce) forming large 
brown areas. Eventually, 
leaves will drop off plants.

Septoria leaf spot (Sep-
toria lycopersici) is also 
primarily a leaf infection, 
but will also infect the 
stems (rarely infects fruit). 
It forms small (1/16 to 1/8 
of an inch) circular spots on 
leaves. These spots have a 
tan or light-colored center 

Fighting 
tomato 
diseases

See TOMATOES, Page 8B

See PHIPPS, Page 8B



8B |  SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2019    |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netAGRIBUSINESS

Harvest
Feeding the world

EDGAR COUNTY

Advertising rates:
Full Page $495
Half Page $275
Quarter Page $145
1/8 Page   $85
Color   Free

Page Dimensions:
Full Page W: 10.25” by D: 9.75”
Half Page W: 10.25” by D: 4.75”
Or Half Page W: 4.75” by D: 9.75”
Quarter Page W: 4.75” by D: 4.75”
1/8 Page W: 4.75” by D: 2.25”

Format: A special section in The Pairie Press.

Advertising deadline: Noon, Friday, Oct. 4, 2019

Publication Date: Saturday, Oct.12, 2019

The Press —  217-921-3216
Nancy —  573-289-3694
Kim  —              217-822-4731

The Prairie Press is once again pub-
lishing Edgar County Harvest, a publi-
cation celebrating the most important 
industry in Edgar County.

The publication will be a separate 
section that will be included in the 
Saturday, Oct. 12 edition of The Prairie 
Press, which will be delivered to 5,100 

homes in Edgar, Clark, Douglas and 
Coles Counties.

The editorial staff of The Prairie Press 
is working hard on a variety of stories, 
including topics like technology, safety, 
what’s new in farm machinery and 
much more.

This will be one of the most read 

publications this year in Edgar County 
simply because agriculture is so import-
ant to our daily lives, touching nearly 
everything we do.

Because of that readership, we believe 
advertising in this publication will be a 
boost to the bottom line of your busi-
ness.
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with dark purple or brown 
margins. Spots will grow to 
be around ¼ of an inch in di-
ameter. Like early blight, the 
individual leaf spots will often 
coalesce forming large areas of 
diseased tissue. Heavily infect-
ed leaves will turn yellow and 
fall off of the plant. Unlike early 
blight, it does not form concen-
tric rings. But close inspection 
with a  magnifying glass may 
reveal small black pimple-like 
fruiting bodies in the center of 
the leaf spots.

There are options to manage 

these diseases. 
First, remove and destroy 

any diseased foliage. Make sure 
leaves are dry when handling 
plants. If leaves are wet han-
dling them may help spread the 
disease. Fungicides can also be 
applied to plants. This will not 
get rid of the disease on in-
fected leaves but will protect 
healthy leaves from infection. 
When using pesticides, make 
sure to read and follow all la-
bel directions. Contact a local 
extension office for a list of rec-
ommended chemicals.

There are also several dif-
ferent things one can do to 
manage these diseases in the-

TOMATOES
FROM PAGE 7B

name goldenrod, grows wild 
along roads and at the edge 
of woods, but it’s rarely seen 
in yards, perhaps because 
of its erroneous reputation 
of contributing to hay fever 
in late summer. Goldenrod 
has heavy pollen that doesn’t 
travel far on the wind, unlike 
ragweed that produces copi-
ous amounts of light, easily 
blown pollen – the real culprit 
of fall allergies. 

Those who aren’t partial 
to the big blowsy blooms of 
common goldenrod, there are 

newer varieties. I like Fire-
works. It isn’t as tall but has 
multiple arching flower spikes 
reminiscent of its namesake. It 
loves full sun.

The University of Illinois 
Extension Master Gardeners 
of Edgar County are still tak-
ing questions from homeown-
ers. Anyone needing helping 
with gardening or landscaping 
questions are welcome to call 
217-465-8585.

(Jan Phipps is a master 
gardener and a member of the 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion Master Gardeners of 
Edgar County. Email her at 
janphipps@gmail.com.)

PHIPPS
FROM PAGE 7B

garden for next year. 
Make sure to practice crop 

rotation. Ideally, don’t grow 
any solanaceous (tomato 
family; includes peppers, egg-
plants, and potatoes) plants in 
the same area,  but this is often 
easier said than done in back-
yard gardens. 

Early blight can survive in 
the soil, on seeds or infected 
plant debris for a year. While 
Septoria can survive for up to 
three years on infected plant 
debris, as well as weedy hosts, 
it does not survive in the soil 
on its own. Because both of 
these diseases can survive on 
plant debris, it is important 
to remove any diseased plant 
tissues from the garden. Con-
trolling susceptible weeds, 
like nightshade, and volunteer 
tomato plants that can act as 
a source of infection are also 
important parts of keeping the 
garden clean.

Next year, if growing toma-
toes from seed look for dis-
ease-free seed. If purchasing 
transplants inspect plants for 
any leaf spots before purchas-
ing. 

Regardless of whether one 
is growing from seed or trans-
plants, look for disease resis-
tant varieties. Make sure to 
properly space the tomatoes. 
Adequate spacing will allow 
airflow between plants and 
it will allow them to dry-out 
faster. 

It is also a good idea to 
stake or cage tomatoes. This 
helps speed up the drying of 
plants and keeps them off the 
ground. Using mulch on the 
ground also creates a barrier 
between the soil, where dis-
ease spores may be, and the 
plants. 

Finally, avoid watering late 
in the day and try not to get 
the foliage wet. The longer the 
leaves remain wet, the greater 
the chance disease will devel-
op.

Good Growing Tip of the 
Week: Most home gardener's 
stake or cage individual toma-
to plants. If growing numerous 
plants, it may be worthwhile 
to trellis them. Two common-
ly used trellising techniques 
are the Florida (basket) weave 
and the t-post string trellis.

during the Depression and 
nicknamed “USDA’s bank.” 
The CCC can borrow up to 
$30 billion from the Treasury 
before needing a replenish-
ment of its accounts. In June, 
Michigan Senator Debbie 
Stabenow said the CCC had 
$7.7 billion left in spending 
authority. 

“White House aides are, 
for the first time, pressing 
Congress to increase how 
much the administration 
can distribute through the 
farm bailout before hitting 
the program’s legal spending 
limit this fall — even though 
farmers have already been 
promised billions in addition-
al bailout funding,” said the 
Post. 

Asked during a telecon-
ference if USDA has enough 
money in the CCC for the 
Trump payments, Fordyce, 
the FSA chief, said, “We’re 
monitoring this closely. I 
think we’re comfortable 
where we are today.” 

AID
FROM PAGE 7B

CHAMPAIGN – The Unit-
ed States Department of Ag-
riculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
recently announced the launch 
of the updated Regional Con-
servation Partnership Program 
(RCPP). Potential partners 
are encouraged to submit pro-
posals that will improve the 
nation's water quality, combat 
drought, enhance soil health, 
support wildlife habitat and 
protect agricultural viability.

RCPP eligible partners 
include private industry, 
non-government organiza-
tions, state and local govern-
ments, soil and water conserva-
tion districts, universities and 
more. Partners may request 
between $250,000 and $10 
million in RCPP funding and 
partners are expected to make 
value-added contributions to 
amplify the impact of RCPP 
funding.

“The new RCPP offers op-
portunities for partners and 
NRCS to develop and imple-

ment unique conservation 
solutions that engage farmers, 
ranchers and forest landown-
ers,” NRCS Chief Matthew 
Lohr said. “A single RCPP proj-
ect can include just about any 
Farm Bill conservation activity 
that NRCS is authorized to 
carry out. We’re really looking 
forward to what our partners 
across the nation propose to 
do with these new flexibilities.” 

State Conservationist Ivan 
Dozier shares Lohr’s enthusi-
asm. 

“We’ve already seen first-
hand what RCPP and partners 
can do here in Illinois,” said 
Dozier. “NRCS funds last fiscal 
year were leveraged with those 
from Illinois partners for ap-
proximately $6.4 million. The 
goal was to help farmers adopt 
conservation practices using a 
targeted approach.”

He added combining federal 
dollars with private resources 
is a game-changer for conser-
vation efforts.  

There are currently 375 

USDA conservation grants available
active RCPP projects that 
have engaged close to 2,000 
partners.  The 2018 Farm 
Bill included changes to 
make the submission and 
approval process easier. 

Successful RCPP proj-
ects provide innovative con-
servation solutions, leverage 
partner contributions, offer 
impactful and measurable 
outcomes, and are imple-
mented by capable partners.  
Illinois’ RCPP projects are 
helping to address import-
ant resource concerns in re-
sponse to local needs.  

Dozier said projects to 
improve water quality or 
soil health or solve other 
natural resource-related is-
sues are wanted for Illinois.

 USDA is now accepting 
proposals for RCPP. Pro-
posals are due Dec. 3. More 
information about the ap-
plication process is available 
at the RCPP webpage or at 
Application for Program 
Funding on grants.gov.
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Puzzles CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
 1. “The Whale” constellation
6. Curve
10. Damon of “Good Will Hunting”
14. Express
15. ___ vera
16. “O” in old radio lingo
17. Selecting by vote again
19. Arm bone
20. “Frasier” actress Gilpin
21. Carafe size
22. Caribbean and others
23. Uniform shade
25. Like some mushrooms
27. Current
30. Dorm room staple
32. Which person?
33. Genealogy
35. Command
38. Debtor’s note
39. Ace
40. Death on the Nile cause, 
perhaps
42. Anger
43. Low-grade wool
45. Danger
47. Charlotte-to-Raleigh dir.
48. Edema
50. Good as new
52. Fine coating of oxide on metal
54. A-list
56. Sandler of “Big Daddy”
57. Categorize
59. Chic-___ Mountains in Quebec
63. Home to some Mongolian 
nomads
64. Calcium carbonate deposited 
by water
66. ___-bodied
67. Anger, with “up”
68. Overhangs
69. At no time, poetically

70. Its motto is “Lux et veritas”
71. Shift, e.g.

Down
1. Business firm, abbrev.
2. Fencing sword
3. Ticket info, maybe
4. Dissimilar
5. “Comprende?”
6. Fabric dyeing method
7. Snob
8. ___ of the above
9. Extent
10. More drab and colorless
11. Robust (hyph.)

12. Employing variations in 
pitch
13. Bait
18. Hue and cry
24. Whaling spear
26. Tiny bead of liquid
27. Move through water
28. 10 C-notes
29. King Aurthur’s knights 
(2 wds)
31. Boris Godunov, for one
34. “My bad!”
36. Coastal raptor
37. Cattail, e.g.

CROSSWORD

41. Comparison
44. Dirtier
46. Examine
49. Slight
51. Sweet liquid collected 
by bees
52. Heathen
53. Building block
55. Bank
58. “Mi chiamano Mimi,” e.g.
60. Bee structure
61. Aces, sometimes
62. British tax
65. Cabernet, e.g.

There’s no reason to be 
afraid of the Instant Pot and 
those running between foot-
ball practice, games, baseball, 
jazz band and musical practice 
— yes, I’m looking at you Kim 
Curl — could make life a lot 
easier with one.

Why?
Two words: it’s fast. On 

can cook an entire pot roast 
in 90 minutes, start to finish. 
Something simple like maca-
roni and cheese takes around 
10 minutes. It makes peel-easy 
hard-boiled eggs and cooks a 

meal in less than an hour even 
if the meat is frozen.

So what does all this have to 
do with being a carboholic?

It means it’s possible for 
Mom or Dad to put healthy 
ingredients for dinner in the 
Instant Pot when they finally 
get home and by the time the 
kids take a shower and a load 
of laundry is started, the family 
can have dinner. 

I’m including the recipe for 
one of my favorites, barbacoa 
beef which can be used for 
tacos or if some may prefer — 
and I do — making a healthy 
bowl with brown rice. There 
will be leftovers to take to 

WEEKNIGHT
FROM PAGE 1B

Whose voice gets used for 
these testing systems? It’s 
reference man again. Voice 
recognition software is 70 
percent less likely to recog-
nize a female voice correctly, 
because it was tuned with 
male vocal cords and rhythm. 
A smart car with voice recog-
nition will understand a man 
in the passenger seat where 
too often a woman behind the 
wheel is not. 

The ultimate disgrace may 
be in facial recognition. Ref-
erence man is no surprise. He 
is middle aged and white with 
Anglo-Saxon features. The 
faces used to train AI systems 
consist of thousands of faces 
but the color and features are 
white men. 

Amazon is the frontrunner 
in facial recognition and sells 
software to police depart-
ments and Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE). 
Despite the sales pitch, the 
software is unreliable in public 
at best. MIT independently 
tested the software using pho-
tos of members of Congress. 
The software hyped as capa-
ble of discerning criminals in 

crowds and identifying terror-
ists alerted on 28 members of 
Congress as having criminal 
mug shots. 

The results are worse for 
women and terrible for peo-
ple of color. Software systems 
mistake darker skinned wom-
en for men. Darker-skinned 
women were the most mis-
classified with error rates of 
37.5 percent. By contrast, the 
maximum error rate for light-
er-skinned males has been 
tuned to less than 1 percent. 
More concerning yet is the 
darkest skinned women with 
classic African features are not 
even recognized as a person.

Gender bias is totally en-
grained. We just say basket-
ball when talking about male 
teams. We always qualify 
women’s basketball or wom-
en’s gymnastics. Whether it is 
gender bias or gender blind-
ness, sex discrimination is 
deeply rooted in our world. 

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cos-
mos” and James Burke’s “Con-
nections” on PBS. He is the tech-
nology and curriculum director 
for the Shiloh School District. 
Email him at sullivant@shi-
loh1.us)

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

INSTANT POT™ BEEF 
BARBACOA

Ingredients
2 tablespoons vegetable oil 
2 lb beef stew meat 
1 cup Progresso™ beef flavored 

broth (from 32-oz carton)
2 tablespoons finely chopped 

canned chipotle chiles in 
adobo sauce

3 cloves garlic, finely chopped
1 package (1 oz) Old El Paso™ 

original taco seasoning mix
1 teaspoon ground cumin
1 teaspoon ground coriander
1/4 teaspoon salt
2 cups chopped red onions

Spray 6-quart Instant Pot™ 
insert with cooking spray. Select 
SAUTE; adjust to normal. Heat 
oil in insert. Add beef in 2 batch-
es; cook 2 to 4 minutes on first 
side until browned. Turn; cook 
2 to 4 minutes on second side 

until browned. Select CANCEL. 
Return beef to insert. 

Add broth, chiles in adobo 
sauce, garlic, taco seasoning 
mix, cumin, coriander and salt 
to beef in insert. Stir in onions. 

Secure lid; set pressure valve 
to SEALING. Select MANUAL; 
cook on high pressure 45 
minutes. Select CANCEL. Set 
pressure valve to VENTING to 
quick-release pressure. 

Shred beef; toss with 1/2 
cup of the cooking liquid. 
Discard any remaining cooking 
liquid. 

MEDITERRANEAN LAYERED 
SALAD

Dressing ingredients
1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil 
3 tablespoons lemon juice 
1 tablespoon chopped fresh 

parsley
1 1/2 teaspoons honey
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper
1/4 teaspoon red pepper 

flakes

Salad ingredients
8 cups chopped romaine 

lettuce (12 oz)
1 container (8 oz) prepared 

hummus
1 1/2 cups cherry tomatoes, 

halved
1 medium English (hothouse) 

cucumber, chopped (3 1/2 

cups)
1 jar (6 oz) Progresso™ 

marinated artichoke hearts, 
drained, coarsely chopped

1 medium red onion, thinly 
sliced (1 cup)

1/2 cup coarsely chopped 
pitted Kalamata olives

1 cup crumbled feta cheese 
(4 oz)

In small bowl, stir all dressing 
ingredients together with whisk 
until well blended. 

Arrange lettuce on large 
serving platter. Drizzle with 3 ta-
blespoons of the dressing. Place 
small dollops of hummus evenly 
over lettuce. Layer tomatoes, 
cucumbers, artichoke hearts, 
onion, olives and feta cheese 
on top of hummus. Serve with 
remaining dressing.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, Sept. 5, with 20 members 
weighing in and 19 members 
staying for the meeting.  

Brenda Lilley was the TOPS 
weekly best loser and winner of 
the walking drawing and food 
chart drawing. Club members 
walked 19 miles for the week.     

Wanda Luth was in charge 
of the program and the group 
played TOPS bingo, with sev-

TOPS groups convene 
during early September

eral winners receiving nice 
prizes.

TOPS #IL 1563 meets 
every Thursday at the 
Highland Manor Com-
munity Room, Paris, with 
weigh-ins beginning at 
8 a.m. and the meeting 
starting at 9 a.m. Visitors 
and new members are al-
ways welcome and more 
information is available by 
calling the co-leader at 251-
5190.

work the next day to warm in 
the microwave and everyone 
will want a taste.

I’ve also included my favor-
ite Mediterranean salad as well 
as cheesy taco skillet, another 
recipe that easily can become 
part of dinner bowl.

Everybody has a favorite go-

to weeknight recipe? I’d love 
for readers to share. 

Just drop it by The Prai-
rie Press or email me at the 
address below.

(Nancy Zeman is the publish-
er and part owner of The Prairie 
Press. Email her at nzeman@
prairiepress.net.)
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
barbara@prairiepress.net

HELP WANTED
PERMANENT, FULL-TIME POSITIONS 

available immediately in agricultural 
office. Salary range$30,344 - $54,670 

per year. A copy of the vacancy 
announcement is available at Edgar 
County FSA,11759 IL Hwy 1, Paris, IL 

61944. Applications must be submitted 
through USAJobs.gov by the closing
date of announcement. We recognize 

and appreciate the benefits of diversity 
in the workplace. People who share this 
belief and reflect a diverse background 
are encouraged to apply. This vacancy
announcement closes September 18, 

2019 and applications must be received 
by that date. 

The USDA/FSA is an Equal Opportunity 
Provider, Employer, and Lender.

Edgar County Farm Service Agency
11759 IL Hwy 1
Paris, IL 61944

Phone:  217/465-5325 x 2
Fax:  855/705-9693

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

Always taking consignments! 
Give us a call!

ON-SITE LIVE AUCTION
Sat. September 28th, Dennison, IL

Time & Auction Location Details Coming Soon! 

Local Healthcare Business Offering
Full-Time Customer Service Position

Applicant must possess
• Good Reasoning Skills
• Good Communication     
   Skills
• Ability to Multask

• Strong Work Ethic
• Detail Oriented Skills
• Proficient Computer   
   Skills

• MOST IMPORTANTLY, the applicant must have 
the ability and desire to courteously interact 
with the public in person, on the phone, and with 
digital methods of communications.

Please send your resume with a detailed work 
history to: 

Prairie Press, BOX C
101 N Central, Paris, IL 61944

Qualified applicants will be contacted directly.

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach homes 
and businesses in Edgar County, three heavy-duty, all-weather 
signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 fluorescent green 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale checklist, sales 
record form.  All for $10.00!!!! 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris    217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT

Call
Today

or 
Stop By

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

FALL YARD CLEAN-UP 
Power Washing

Painting
Landscaping

Mulching
Trimming

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Gary 217-264-6444

Looking for residential 
or businesses to clean, 

10 years experience.
References on request, 

call 217-504-3985

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

Spencer Siding & Soffit & 
Window Replacement
& Construction  phone 
217-264-1567

8970 State Rt. 49 
North of Kansas, IL 
Sept. 20   2:00-6 :00  
Sept. 21   8:00-3:00
Farm shop closeout-tools, 
antiques, collectables, sports

3 Family Garage Sale
518 E. Court St.
Sept. 20   8:00-1:00
Sept. 21    8:00-1:00
Sept. 22   12:00-3:00
Longaberger baskets, luggage, 
baby boy clothes and toys, high 
chair, walker, new quilts and more.

636 E. Court Street 
Friday Sept. 20   10:00-5:00
Saturday Sept. 21   9:00-2:00
New pink and white Schwin bike, 
girls baby clothes, rugs, curtains, 
women’s clothes, baby items, toys.

101 Bradley Dr. 
Sept. 21 8:30 - 3:00
Small appliances, Longaberger, 
collectible tins, Vintage glassware, 
Pfaltzgraff, chamber pot, 
antique slaw cutter, canisters, 
bikes, Christmas items, clothes, 
toys, shoes, gaming chair, craft 
supplies. Lots More!

SALES REPRESENTATIVE  P.T./F.T.
Commission only! Call for details!  
Call 217-821-8635

The City of Chrisman is now 
accepting application for a full 
time Public Works Supervisor. 
Applicants must hold a Class B 
water license and Class 3 sewer 
license. Applications are available 
at Chrisman City Hall, 222 W 
Madison Ave, Monday-Friday 

8:00am-3:30pm. For more 
information please call 
217-269-2214 or visit City of 
Chrisman facebook page.

NOW HIRING:
Part-Time Prep Cook/Grill Cook
Must be able to work evenings 
and weekends and over 18 years 
old. Applications Available at 
Kurly Q, 309 W. Jasper St. Paris, IL

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

TRAINING/EDUCATION
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR - BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING FINANCIAL 
AID IF QUALIFIED. JOB 
PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312.

1 Bedroom House
Newly remodeled
Taking applications
Unfurnished, No pets
Adults Only. $425.00/month
For viewing call 217-465-4229

HOME FOR RENT
Nice 3 bedrm country home N of 
Paris available August 9, 2019. 
$625.00 + deposit. References 
required. 217-264-1379 leave 
message.

FOR RENT: Nice 2 Bdrm, 1 Ba, 
appliances included. No pets. 
$600/mo + deposit. References 
required. 217-264-1379 leave 
message.

FOR RENT
Nice 3 BR country home 
in the Crestwood school 
district. $600.00/mo + deposit. 
References required.  
217-264-1379 leave message.

HOUSE FOR SALE
107 Bradley St., Paris
Call 217-264-1740.

FOR CASH RENT in Hunter Twp.;
Section 3, 36A along Co. Rd 1800 
East & 31 A. east of that. Please 
send bids to Glenn Miller, 9142 Co. 
Rd. 975 E, McLeansboro, IL  62859.

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can be 
included in rent, dep. Washer & 
dryer and AC may be included 
also. 217-463-8800, leave msg.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634.

Apartment For Rent
Nice 1 bedroom. Water and 
garbage included. $420 
deposit,$420 per month
Call 217-466-8280.

For Rent
1 bedroom apartment. phone 
217-463-8800. Leave message. 
$450.00/month plus deposit.

2 bedrm, 1 bath apartment. 
Corner unit, private deck, laundry 
facilities, appliances furnished, 
walk-in pantry. Off-street parking. 
$600/mo + $600/dep. No 
pets, no smoking. Please call 
217-512-1880.

Apartment For Rent
712 E. Wood St.
Clean 2 bedroom, off street 
parking. Appliances, Water and 
Cable included. Great for the 
retired. NO PETS $540 per month 
Call 217-465-5150 and leave 
message.

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

MOTORCYCLES
TOP CASH PAID! FOR OLD 
MOTORCYCLES! 1900-1980 
Dead or Alive 888-800-1932 or 
920-371-0494

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
3,783 sq. ft. Parking for 30 cars 
or trucks. $10.00 per sq.ft. with 
utilities included. 
Call 217-466-8210.

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

HAULING
Just about anything laying around 
you don’t want. In shed, garage, 
barn, basement. Even garden lawn 
equipment.  Weather no problem. 
Call me anytime at 217-218-8801.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
ROBERT WAYNE THOMPSON

Deceased

No. 2019-P-36

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
ROBERT WAYNE THOMPSON. 
Letters of Office were issued 
on August 20, 2019 to TERESA 
L. FONTANA, 1115 Cherry Point 
Street, Paris Illinois 61944, as 
Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney is Bruce Baber.

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of Angie Barrett, 
Clerk of the Court, Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before March 26, 2020 at 
least 6 month from the date of the 
1st publication), and any claim not 
filed within that period is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.

Dated the 29th day of August, 

2019.

TERESA L. FONTANA, Independent 
Administrator

Bruce Baber
Attorney for the Independent 
Administrator
216 East Wood Street
Post Office Box 6
Paris, Illinois 61944
(217) 463-3225
baber@midwestfirst.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the Estate of
WILLIAM DEAN KERNS, 

Deceased

No: 2019-P-42

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
William Dean Kerns.  Letters of 
Office were issued on August 28, 
2019, to Brenda Kay Burman, 
2802 N. Elm Ln., Arlington 
Hts., IL  60004 as Independent 
Executor whose attorney is Karen 
L. Burkybile, 15175 US HWY 150, 
Paris, IL 61944.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or 
both on or before March 2, 2020, 
(at least 6 months from the date 
of the 1st publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

Dated this 30th day of August, 
2019.  
Brenda Kay Burman, 
Representative

Karen L. Burkybile
Attorney At Law
15175 US HWY 150
Paris, Il  61944
(217) 465-5525

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS, 
Plaintiff, 
vs. 
THE HEIRS AND LEGATEES AT 
LAW OF KAREN SUE DEVERS 
DECEASED, 
ILLINOIS HOUSING AUTHORITY, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS, 
Defendants. 

NO. 2018-MR-86

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 
PROPERTY

A. Legal Description of Property to 
be sold:
A part of Out Lot No. 53 to the City 
of Paris described as beginning at 
a point on the North line of Union 
Street in said City 1055 feet 4 
inches West of the East line of 
Section 1 in Township 13 North and 
in Range 12 West of the 2 nd P.M., 
thence West 50 feet, thence North 
to the South line of the rightof way 
of the C.C.C. &amp; St. L.R.R. Co., 
thence Northeasterly along said 
line to a point due North of the 
beginning point, thence South to 
the place of beginning.
PREIN: 09-18-01-228-004
B. Common Address of Property 
to be sold:
331 E. Union St., Paris, Illinois
C. Location of Sale:
2nd Floor, Edgar County 

Courthouse, Paris, Illinois.
D. Date and Time of Sale:
September 23, 2018, 11:30 a.m.
E. Terms of Sale:
10% down on sale date, balance 
due upon confirmation of sale and 
closing.
F. Contact for further information 
and inspection of property:
RICHARD M. KASH, JR.
FRUIN &amp; KASH
Attorney for the City of Paris
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
G.Description of improvements on 
subject property:
None

FRUIN & KASH
129 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE
PARIS, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS

EDGAR COUNTY PARIS, 
ILLINOIS

IN RE: GUARDIANSHIP OF 
KODIE RIGDON and 
DAKOTA RIGDON,
ADA RIGDON and, 
RICHARD RIGDON 
Petitioners. 

 No. 2019-P-43

REVISED NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

Notice is hereby given to SANDRA 
W JOHNSON, that a Petition for 
Guardianship has been filed in the 

above entitled cause.

SANDRA JOHNSON is hereby 
served by publication of this 
Notice. Unless
SANDRA JOHNSON files an 
answer to the Complaint in this 
cause or otherwise make an
appearance in this case on or 
before October 16, 2019, a default 
judgment may be entered
against you, at any time after 
that day in accordance with the 
remedies requested in the
Petition for Guardianship.
______________________________
Angela R. Barrett
Circuit Clerk

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email: service@fgklaw.net
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BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The 
Chrisman School Board 
covered budget, science 
achievements, new oppor-
tunities and growing pains 
during the Sept. 12 meeting.

Members began with 
a budget meeting and re-
viewed changes made to last 
month’s tentative budget. 
Some extra expenditures 
had cropped up, most nota-
bly an upcoming increase in 
health insurance premiums 
due to underfunding with-
in the Illinois Educators 
Risk Management Program 
(IERMP). 

Interim superintendent 
Jim Acklin spent some 
time discussing the health 
insurance issue with board 
members. He said the 
IERMP was underfunded 
by about $1.5 million be-
cause the 24 school district 
members of the health in-
surance cooperative were 
not charged as they should 
have been. As a result, 
health insurance premiums 
are about to spike. 

Acklin spoke to the dis-
trict’s insurance consultant 
Travis Bushue of Bushue 
Human Resources about 
options. The short answer is 
Unit 6 is locked into the cur-
rent plan and cannot make 
any changes until next year.   

Board member Steve 
Rogers asked who was in 
charge of the money paid 
into the co-op, and wheth-
er the insurance companies 
actually providing the cov-
erage had final say on premi-
um prices. Acklin explained 
the money is handled by a 
rotating governing board of 
superintendents within the 
co-op, but Health Alliance 
and the Loman-Ray Insur-
ance Group do have the fi-
nal word.

“The folks working for 
Health Alliance dropped 
the ball and that’s why 
they’re underfunded in the 
first place,” said Acklin.

Board president Leslie 
Henry expressed concern 
about meeting the payback 
and if it will have to be made 
in one large sum to cover 

New opportunities arise 
for Chrisman students

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

BROCTON – Fallout from 
a decision of the Brocton vil-
lage board in August prompted 
trustee Debbie Porter to sub-
mit her resignation from the 
village board.

The village purchased a 
building owned by Porter to 
serve as the village hall after 
the discovery of termites and 
water damage by unresolved 
roof leaks raised concerns 
about the safety and structur-
al integrity of the community 
building where the board usu-
ally met. Some residents ob-
jected to the sale as a conflict 
of interest, but others, includ-
ing board members, did not 
see it that way.

Acceptance of Porter’s res-
ignation was on the agenda for 
the Wednesday, Sept. 11, vil-
lage meeting.

“I think she’s a major asset,” 
said Mayor Dennis Cary after 
reading the resignation letter.

Trustee Bill Weber doubt-
ed a conflict of interest exists 
because Porter did not partic-
ipate in the discussion about 
the purchase, she abstained 
from voting when the decision 
was made and the purchase 
price was consistent with the 
building’s market value. He 
made a motion not to accept 

Brocton board rejects trustee 
resignation after building sale

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A project submitted by 
the Edgar County Highway 
Department was selected 
for partial funding with 
federal Highway Safety Im-
provement Project (HSIP) 
money.

County engineer Aaron 
Lawson discussed the fi-
nancial award with county 
board members during the 
Monday, Sept. 9, road and 
bridge committee meeting. 
The $400,000 will be used 
to improve shoulders and 
gutters on the Lower Terre 
Haute Road in Elbridge 
Township. 

The money was not the 
full amount Lawson asked 
for through HSIP.

“We didn’t get money 
to resurface,” said Lawson. 
“Our original intent was to 
pave the shoulders on the 
curves.”

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Paris Cooperative High 
School Board learned students 
are once again working to raise 
money for the school’s popular 
after prom event and have set a 
lofty goal.

PHS co-interim principal 
Lorraine Bailey reported to 
the board during the board’s 
monthly meeting Monday, 
Sept. 9, Heather Seaton’s class 
raised $13,000 for the 2019 
event. “They have set a goal 
of $15,000 this year,” she an-
nounced.

PHS board member Mary 
Liz Wright praised the students 

for their work, especially com-
ing up with unique ideas.

Bailey also announced 
fundraising is also underway 
for several other groups in-
cluding the PHS band as well 
as the Bionic Club whose 
members are selling dough-
nut at the school and are plan-
ning another sleepover on the 
courthouse lawn.

In other business, the board:
nApproved the school’s 

compensation report as re-
quired by Illinois law.
nHired Matthew Wilkie as 

the school’s foreign language 
club sponsor.
nHired Chris Ike as a lunch 

duty substitute at the contrac-
tual rate.
nHeard the school had 

received a Freedom of Infor-
mation ACT (FOIA) request 
from John Kraft about wheth-
er no alcohol signs had been 
erected at Tiger Stadium. 
Bailey said she replied to the 
request noting the signs were 
ordered in July and installed on 
Aug. 30.
nHeard six students have 

earned their high school diplo-
mas so far this year through the 
PAL program offered by Paris 
District 95.
nHeard the school’s bass 

club needs a new sponsor.

Students aim high for fundraising

her resignation and keep her 
on the village board. It passed 
unanimously.

Porter was hesitant to ac-
cept the decision explaining 
she does not want to create an 
unnecessary conflict for the 
village.

Trustee Christie Cox tried to 
allay that concern.

“No matter what you do 
some people are going to look 
for conflict,” said Cox. “You 
have been a forthright, honest 
and hardworking board mem-
ber.”

Porter received a round of 
applause from the audience at 
the meeting as she returned to 
her seat at the board table.

The action item for the brief 
meeting was approving the 
loan agreement to buy Por-
ter’s building. The $35,000 
loan covers the purchase and 
remodeling expense for con-
verting the former store into a 
town hall. 

Board members approved 
the loan with a fixed rate of 
3.92 percent over a six-year pe-
riod with a $545 monthly pay-
ment. Cary said money for the 
payment will come from the 
general fund, the water fund 
and the farm fund.

Porter abstained from vot-
ing.

The fate of the old com-

munity building remains un-
known. It is currently closed 
for public use.

Cary has arranged for an 
architectural firm to thor-
oughly inspect the building so 
an informed decision can be 
made. There are known areas 
of termite damage but it is not 
known how far the insects have 
moved through the building 
besides the spots already dis-
covered. 

Roof leaks have caused 
water damage to ceilings and 
walls and the roof crest appears 
to be sagging, although it is not 
known if that is the result of 
leaks or termite damage. An-
other unknown is if water has 
promoted mold growth in the 
building.

“Structural is one issue, but 
if we get into mold remedia-
tion, we might as well replace 
it,” said Weber, and he repeated 
that thought upon the revela-
tion of the sagging roof.  

The Sept. 11 village meet-
ing was in the former Village 
Pump Restaurant since the 
community building is closed.

Cary expressed hope the 
October meeting is in the new 
village hall and that more ac-
curate information about the 
exact condition of the commu-
nity building is available at that 
time.

CLEAN-UP EVENT BRINGS IN VOLUNTEERS

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Clean-up organizer Phillip Stapp addresses assembled volunteers next to the former Paris 
High School on Saturday morning, September 7. Groups and individuals were stocked with 
trash bags, latex gloves, hand sanitizer, maps and water bottles before divided into teams to 
pick up trash throughout Paris. After covering ground rules, Stapp thanked Prospect Bank and 
Horizon Health for donating supplies. Volunteers reconvened at lunchtime for pizza, courtesy 
of Domino’s.

County selected for safety project

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

BAND OF MID-AMERICA 
FREE

7 p.m.
Friday, October 11th

Paris Center of 
Fine Arts

14040 E 1200th Rd
Paris

More information available at: 
www.pcofa.net and www.bandofmidamerica.af.mil

losses. 
Acklin assured the board a 

gradual expansion of rates is 
scheduled along with expand-
ing risk tiers and changing plan 
designs. The superintendent 
urged patience on this matter 
because dropping the current 
health insurance policy out of 
desperation would probably 
make matters worse. He added 
a new actuary working on the 
problem has a positive outlook 
on the situation.

The junior and senior high 
school switch to one-to-one 
education by providing a 
Chromebook to each student 
is going well. 

“Kids have taken really, re-
ally good care of the Chrome-
books,” said principal Cole 
Huber, and students tell him 
they enjoy taking the devices 
home, working with virtual 
textbooks, and they also ap-
preciate no longer needing 
to attend computer lab every 
day.

The new technology has 
not been an easy adjustment 
everywhere, and the board 
discussed hiccups in the on-
line Proximity Learning math 
program. 

Most of the issues were 
traced back to simply manag-
ing a technological learning 
curve in addition to a difficult 
subject – one in which stan-
dards have been lower in pre-
vious years. 

“I think some of the con-
cerns are legitimate, some are 
within our realm to take care 
of it. Some are adjusting to a 
higher expectation,” said Ack-
lin.

There are also some issues 
with how classrooms are run, 
with about 20 students to 
a class and less one-on-one 
teacher time. 

Board member Karen Web-
ster said some students have 
told her they miss having a 
teacher physically present in 
the classroom. The online 
teacher also has to divide time 
between calculus and pre-cal-
culus, meaning there is less 
time for individual instruc-
tion. 

On the bright side, students 
know they can go back and 
review the lessons whenever 
they want, and overall they 

have more positive things to 
say about the setup as time 
goes on. No reports of dis-
ruptive behavior have been 
reported, and it seems the 
learning curve of using on-
line teaching is slowly being 
achieved.

“I think there have been 
growing pains with the kids 
I’ve talked to,” said Webster. 
Ultimately, she believes things 
will work out. “I think they’re 
going to hit college at a better 
point.”

Webster also suggested get-
ting students used to consis-
tently checking their emails. 
Teachers are now commu-
nicating information about 
classes that way, but many stu-
dents have never had to check 
their emails every morning 
and sometimes arrive at 
school having missed updated 
information about classes.  

Elementary principal Kelly 
Schluter expressed her unease 
at the lack of route drivers for 
sporting events. Schluter also 
serves as the district’s trans-
portation district.

“I’m starting to get very 
concerned about extracurric-
ular things,” she said. 

Schluter added coaches are 
all willing to transport them-
selves, but this still leaves stu-
dents in a bind.

Schluter informed board 
members the elementary 
school cafeteria tables, some 
of which are original to the 
school, are becoming a haz-
ard. The original tables fold 
into the walls, while the new-
er ones roll against them, but 
both are arduous to work 
around. 

She said they are heavy and 
easily unbalanced making 
them inconvenient to move. A 
folded table has fallen during 
P.E. before. The rolling tables 
limit space and make it diffi-
cult to safely hold P.E. 

Acklin agreed the tables are 
difficult to maintain, and sup-
ported the board looking into 
replacements. 

He noted the $7,500 quote 
from a company that had re-
placed some of the old tables 
previously seemes a little high. 
The board decided to contin-
ue the discussion at the next 
meeting. 

Getting outside money for 
improvements is important 
to the county’s infrastructure 
because local taxes for the 
highway department are inad-
equate to address the needs.

“If we have to use our own 
money to make corrections, 
it’s not in our range,” Lawson 
said. “The highway depart-
ment prioritizes problems and 
seeks ways to address them.”

The shoulder work is sched-
uled for next year as is the de-
partment’s $1 million guard-
rail safety project. 

Other highway department 
projects Lawson included in 
his report were:
nStaley Bridge-work is 

progressing on a new bridge 
over Sugar Creek, which is 
going slower than anticipat-
ed although the contractor is 
confident of completing it this 
construction season.
nThe Downtown Beau-

tification Project required 

the county to build two new 
parking lots at the jail is large-
ly complete except for paving 
the lots, which will be done 
next year.
nCounty Line Road is re-

open after repairs were made 
to section that washed out 
during a heavy rain. The coun-
ty will seal the repaired sec-
tion next year to give the fill 
material time to settle over the 
winter.

Ongoing evaluation of 
highway department equip-
ment has resulted in a deci-
sion to offer a semi-tractor and 
trailer for sale through sealed 
bid. Lawson said the tractor 
unit has 350,000 miles on it 
and dealers are not willing 
to accept it in trade. The de-
partment plans to buy a new 
semi-tractor.

“We traded a bunch of stuff 
for a new grader in the spring, 
but it is still not here,” said 
Lawson.



12B |  SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2019   |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netARTFEST 2019

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Something special hap-
pened last weekend at Twin 
Lakes Park – art appreciation 
in the community got a big 
kick in the pants. 

An Artfest for children was 
a free opportunity for youth to 
explore art in a variety of medi-
ums without any preconceived 
idea of what is right or wrong 
in art or the worry of making a 
mistake.

Local art instructor Millie 
Arp helped organize the event 
and she previously said many 
of her young students are hes-
itant about doing art for fear of 
making a mistake. Artfest was 
designed so that mistakes were 

not a possibility. It was big, 
messy and fun.

Organizers were thrilled 
with the unqualified success of 
the event. They had hoped for 
100 and more than 200 people 
attended.

Artfest captured the spirit of 
the Artrageous performance 
coming tomorrow afternoon 
to the Paris Center of Fine Arts. 
Twenty young artists at Artfest 
won free tickets via a random 
drawing to attend the Artra-
geous performance. 

Formed in the 1980s, Ar-
trageous is a theater arts com-
munity based outside of Al-
buquerque, N.M. From their 
roots of children’s theater and 
street performance, this group 

of like-minded and gifted, mis-
fit performers has grown into 
an international phenomenon, 
revolutionizing live perfor-
mance art and interactive en-
tertainment. 

The show — comprised of a 
fresh mix of fine art, live music, 
singing, dancing, humor and 
audience participation — is 
driven by the underlying mes-
sage that arts are an integral 
and valuable part of human 
existence.  

While musicians, singers 
and dancers are performing 
familiar tunes, visual artists are 
at work on the stage creating 
several large format paintings. 

Someone in the audience 
will be taking home a painting 

created live on stage during 
the 3:30 p.m. Sept. 15 perfor-
mance. Artrageous artworks 
are in public and private col-
lections across the globe with 
collectors paying upwards of 
$15,000 for a painting.

The artists aren’t the only 
ones having all the fun. Ev-
eryone in the audience is en-
couraged to bring a T-shirt, 
sneakers, ball cap, backpack or 
other garment and step into 
the Artrageous Splatter Station 
at the end of the show to get 
their gear custom splattered by 
an Artrageous Artist and leave 
the show with a one-of-a-kind 
wearable artwork.

All photos by Gary Henry/
The Prairie Press

Artfest is art-rageously fun

Marcus Dorsett channels his inner Jackson Pollock by flinging paint on the clear shower curtains at Artfest.

Who knew rock painting is a thing? Derek Henson, left, and Joel 
Cobix, right, give it a try at the Sept. 7 Artfest at Twin Lakes 
Park. Rock painting was one nine stations where children tried 
different and fun ways to make art.

One of the more challenging stations at Artfest was working a 
textured surface by securing craft paper to a tree trunk. Carson 
Rardin works on adding some art to the paper.

Emma Kirby enjoys the experience of doing ice painting at the 
Sept. 8 Artfest in Twin Lakes Park.

Emmitt Keys, left, and Paedyn Keys, right, work to get just the 
right look for the wearable art they created at Artfest. Children 
used squirt guns filled with paint to decorate T-shirts and hats.

Mason Moore opts to use red for coloring a section of a banner 
celebrating art during the Artfestival at Twin Lakes Park Sept. 8.

Miyana Bonawitt throws a dart at paint-filled balloons as one 
of the art projects at Artfest. She was also one of the lucky 
children who won a free ticket to attend the Artrageous perfor-
mance tomorrow afternoon at the Paris Center of Fine Arts. Her 
mother said they are definitely attending the performance and 
making a girl’s night out event.

Justin Hays, left, and Oliver Hays, right, work on creations in the 
sidewalk chalk section of Artfest.

Ophelia Rhoads reacts with delight after pulling away the paper 
she applied to a shaving cream art station at the Artfest for 
children in Twin Lakes Park,

Volunteer Angie Hamilton helps Talulah Parrish launch a paint 
filled pompon, foreground, from a catapult at Artfest. The pom-
pons landed on paper creating a pattern of random splatters.

Left to right, Landon English, Myah Boyd and Lauren English 
show the finished things they made at Artfest to take home.

Maya Pereira came prepared for the messy fun at Artfest with a 
purple apron to protect her clothes.
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